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NEWS 
and NOTES 


TWO ENCYCLICALS by Pope John 
XXIII appear in this issue of TPS. The 
longer of the two, Sacerdotii Nostri Pri- 
mordia, dated August 1, 1959, offers St. 
John Vianney, Curé of Ars, as an ex- 
ample for all priests, particularly in his 
practice of the evangelical counsels, in 
his prayer life, and in his pastoral min- 
istry. Our translation of this important 
document begins on page seven. 

Pope John’s third and rather brief en- 
cyclical, Grata Recordatio, dated Sep- 
tember 26, 1959, is often referred to as 
the “Rosary” encyclical because of its 
emphasis on that prayer. The Holy 
Father urges that the Rosary be offered 
for statesmen in their search for a way 
to world peace. An English translation 
of this encyclical begins on page 68 of 
this issue. 


THE MOST RECENT encyclical as" 


this issue of TPS went to press was the 
“Mission” encyclical, Princeps Pastor- 
um, dated November 28,. 1959. This 
encyclical, Pope John’s fourth, gives de- 
tailed advice for the operation of the 
Church’s mission territories and lays 
special stress on the training and duties 
of the native clergy. The Latin text of 
the encyclical arrived too late for an 
adequate translation to be prepared for 
this issue but it will be published in 
full in a future issue. Meanwhile, for 
the convenience of our readers, some 





highlights of the encyclical appear on 
page 43 of this issue. 


* 


THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE of Pope 
John XXIII, broadcast from the Vatican 
on December 23, was devoted to the 
theme of world peace. The Holy Father 
called for peace on three levels: per- 
sonal, social and international. 

Peace of heart is of first importance, 
he said, because “peace is before all else 
an interior thing.” Social peace must 
be based on respect for the dignity of 
man, said Pope John, and international 
peace must be founded, above all, on 
truth. ; 

Only with these three kinds of peace 
will it be possible for man to speak of 
“living together” instead of merely “co- 
existing,” he declared, 

A translation of this message is sched- 
uled for the next issue of The Pope 
Speaks. 


* 


FREEDOM OF THE PRESS js subject 
to certain limitations, Pope John said in 
a talk that has been widely discussed in 
the secular press, sometimes adversely. 
The address was delivered to Italian 
Catholic Jurists on December 8, 1959. 
Critical comments in some newspapers 
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in Italy and elsewhere moved Osserva- 
tore Romano to publish an editorial 
stating that the Holy Father’s words re- 
ferred only to publishing that violates 
the moral law. A précis of this talk ap- 
pears on page 45 of this issue and a 
translation of the full talk is scheduled 
for a future issue. 


* 


BIRTH PREVENTION was among the 
topics discussed by the Holy Father in 
a talk on December 14, 1959, to the Col- 
lege of Cardinals immediately after cere- 
monies for the installation of eight new 
cardinals. The Holy Father warned that 
the very serious problem of hunger in 
the world cannot be solved by immoral 
methods of limiting offspring. Rather, 
he said, every effort should be made to 
achieve a better distribution of earthly 
goods and to make use of the earth’s 
resources to the full. 


* 


THE ECUMENICAL COUNCIL will be 
called the Second Vatican Council and 
will be held in St. Peter’s basilica, said 
His Eminence Domenico Cardinal Tar- 
dini, Vatican Secretary of State, in one 
of his infrequent press conferences. The 
Cardinal said that the council would not 
meet before January, 1962, because of 
the immense amount of work yet to be 
done by the antepreparatory commis- 
sion. 

The Cardinal also told newsmen that 
the bishops of separated Eastern Chris- 
tian Churches “will not be able to take 
an active part” in the council, but may 
possibly enter the council as observers. 


THE CHAIR OF UNITY OCTAVE was 
the topic of a letter from the Holy 
Father to the Atonement Friars. (See 
page 85.) In the letter Pope John urges 
that the “octave” be widely observed, 
especially because of the coming second 
Vatican Council. (The Chair of Unity 
Octave is an eight-day period of prayer 
for the conversion of lapsed Catholics 
and those outside the Church.) 


* 


THE ROMAN SYNOD, scheduled to 
begin on January 24, 1960, is expected 
to have on its agenda discussion of a 
plan to divide Rome into zones, each of 
which would be administered by an 
auxiliary bishop, Osservatore Romano 
has reported. 


* 


THE NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE 
in Rome celebrated its 100th anniver- 
sary on October 11th and the Holy 
Father used the occasion to laud Ameri- 
can Catholics. In a letter to the rector 
of the college, Archbishop Martin J. 
O’Connor, Pope John said that the 
priests who had graduated from the col- 
lege have “won for themselves a note- 
worthy reputation for their pastoral zeal 
in advancing the Kingdom of God.” He 
also said that the United States is a 
country “where the Catholic Church 
stands out as a living source of spiritual 
strength.” 

At the centenary celebration in the 
college, the Holy Father made his first 
public speech in English, at the end of 


‘a lengthy address in Latin. (See page 


37.) His English was clear and easily 
understood, despite a strong Italian ac- 
cent. In this address he praised Ameri- 
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can Catholics, making special note of 
their charity. 

In the same talk, the Holy Father an- 
nounced that the beatification cause of 
Mother Seton had passed its “antepre- 
paratory” stage and that “there is rea- 
son to hope that in a relatively short 
time the cause . . . may be brought to 
a happy conclusion.” He chose this oc- 
casion to make the announcement, the 
Pope explained, because of the presence 
of so many members of the American 
hierarchy. 


* 


A PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES was received in audience by a 
Roman Pontiff for the second time in 
history when President Eisenhower and 
Pope John XXIII conferred briefly on 
December 6, 1959. 

The Pope addressed Mr. Eisenhower 
in English, his second public address in 
that language. He expressed warm feel- 
ings for the American people and praised 
them for their efforts to achieve world 
peace. The text of the address appears 
on page 67 of this issue, opposite a 
photograph of the meeting. 


* 


THE COLLEGE OF CARDINALS was 
enlarged for the second time by Pope 
John when in December he added to it 
eight new cardinals, including two 
Americans. Total membership of the 
college is now seventy-nine. 


* 


THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY of Pope 
John’s election to the papacy was noted 
by official Vatican ceremonies and by 
celebrations in many countries. 


On October 28, anniversary of his 
election, he held a general audience in 
St. Peter’s basilica and delivered a hom- 
ily on the Pater Noster. (See page 59 
of this issue.) In his address the Holy 
Father discusses that prayer as a “de- 
sign” for the Church’s apostolate. 

The anniversary of his coronation, 
November 4th, was celebrated by a 
Solemn Papal Mass in St. Peter’s basil- 
ica, amidst elaborate pageantry. An es- 
timated 20,000 attended the Mass, which 
was offered by Cardinal Montini as the 
first Cardinal created by Pope John. 
The Holy Father delivered an address in 
which he said that the enormous crowds 
that have come to see him are a sign of 
the eternal youthfulness of the Church. 


* 


HIS SEVENTY-EIGHTH BIRTHDAY 
was celebrated quietly by Pope John on 
November 25th. At a general audience 
that day he remarked that the aged must 
thank God for the gift of long life, and 
he urged mutual respect between the 
old and the young. , 

At another audience on November 
12th he had said “Our lives count only 


_ insofar as we are useful to the Lord; 


and the aged, with their experience, 
counsel, example and wisdom—for one 
reaches the summit of wisdom with old 
age—can do much good, particularly 
for youth.” 


* 


OTHER MESSAGES of Pope John 
XXIII in this issue of TPS are about 
military chaplains, the blind, diocesan 
censors, missionaries, refugees, the Eu- 
charist, and other topics. 
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POPE PIUS XII is represented in this 
issue of TPS by two messages. The 
Christian Philosopher (page 105) dis- 
cusses the value faith in God has for 
the practicing philosopher. 

In The Minor Seminary (page 101) 
Pope Pius describes the benefits future 
priests receive from training in a minor 
seminary. 


* 


TRANSLATORS of the lengthier mes- 
sages in this issue are identified in the 
footnote on the second page of each 
message. 

Translators of the briefer messages 


and the excerpts are Sister Mary Pau- 
line, G.N.S.H., (p. 87) and Louciana 
G.M. Rose (pp. 76, 86, 89). 

The original texts of the talk to Presi- 
dent Eisenhower and the letter on the 
Church Unity Octave were in English. 


THE PHOTOGRAPH on page 6 shows 
the Holy Father waving to a group of 
visitors (Giordani). On page 58 he is 
pictured at ceremonies commemorating 
the first anniversary of his coronation 
(Giordani). 

The photo of Pope John and Presi- 
dent Eisenhower on page 66 was taken 
by Felici of Rome, to whom we are in- 
debted for most of the photographs 
used by TPS in the past. 


Tue Pore Speaks is a quarterly publication presenting, in English, letters and addresses 
of the Roman pontiffs. Recent documents are given priority, but when space is available 
those of prior years and prior pontificates are published. Translations are based prin- 
cipally on texts published in L’Osservatore Romano, Vatican City daily which prints papal 
messages in the languages in which they were given. A TPS Guu is included in each 
issue and contains bibliographic data on all papal documents that come to our attention 
during a three-month period; this period closes some months prior to publication of the 
magazine, in order that the Guie may be as complete as possible. Thus, this issue, Vol. 6, 
No. 1, brings you translations of several of the more interesting and important messages 
of Pope John XXIII and the late Pope Pius XII which have appeared in recent months, 
along with bibliographic coverage in the TPS Gume for the months of January, February, 
March, 1959. THe Fore Speaks is published at 3622 12th St. N.E., Washington 17, 
D. C. Subscription rates: $5.00 a year; $9.00 two years; $13.00 three years. Second-class 
postage paid at Washington, D. C. 
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The Encyclical Letter, 


Sacerdotii Nostri Primordia 


To Our Venerable Brethren, the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, 
Bishops, and Other Local Ordinaries in Peace and Communion 


With the Apostolic See: On the First Centennial of the Most 
Holy Death of St. John Mary Baptist Vianney 


JOHN Xxill 
VENERABLE BRETHREN 
HEALTH AND APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 


HEN We think of the first 

days of Our _ priesthood, 

which were so full of joyous 
consolations, We are reminded of 
one event that moved Us to the 
very depths of Our soul: the sacred 
ceremonies that were carried out 
so majestically in the Basilica of 
St. Peter’s on January 8, 1905, 
when John Mary Baptist Vianney, 
a very humble French priest, was 
enrolled in the lists of the Blessed 
in Heaven. Our own ordination to 
the priesthood had taken place a 
few short months before, and it 
filled Us with wonder to see the de- 
light of Our predecessor of happy 
memory, St. Pius X (who had once 
been the parish priest of the tiny 
town of Salzano), as he offered this 
wonderful model of priestly virtues 
to all those entrusted with the care 


of souls, for their imitation. Now 
as We look back over the span of 
so many years, We never stop giv- 
ing thanks to Our Redeemer for 
this wonderful blessing, which 
marked the beginning of Our 
priestly ministry and served as an 
effective heavenly incentive to vir- 
tue. 

It is all the easier to remember, 
because on the very same day on 
which the honors of the Blessed 
were attributed to this holy man, 
word reached Us of the elevation 
of that wonderful prelate, Giacomo 
M. Radini-Tedeschi, to the dignity 
of Bishop; a few days later, he was 
to call Us to assist him in his work, 
and We found him a most loving 
teacher and guide. It was in his 
company that, early in 1905, We 
made Our first pious pilgrimage to 
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the tiny village called Ars, that had 
become so famous because of the 
holiness of its Curé. 

Again, We cannot help thinking 
that it was through a special design 
of God’s providence that the year in 
which We became a Bishop—1925 
—was the very one in which, to- 
ward the end of May, the Supreme 
Pontiff of happy memory, Pius XI, 
accorded the honors of sainthood 
to the humble Curé of Ars. In his 
talk on that occasion, the Supreme 
Pontiff chose to remind everyone 
of “the gaunt figure of John Bap- 
tist Vianney, with that head shin- 
ing with long hair that resembled a 
snowy crown, and that thin face, 
wasted from long fasting, where 
the innocence and holiness of the 
meekest and humblest of souls 
shone forth so clearly that the first 
sight of it called crowds of people 
back to thoughts of salvation.” 1 A 
short while after, this same prede- 
cessor of Ours took the occasion of 
the 50th anniversary of his own or- 
dination to the priesthood to desig- 
nate St. John Mary Vianney (to 
whose patronage St. Pius X had 
previously committed all of the 
shepherds of souls in France) as 
the heavenly patron of all “pastors, 
to promote their spiritual welfare 
throughout the world.” 2 


A time for tribute 


We have thought it opportune to 
use an Encyclical Letter to recall 
these acts of Our Predecessors that 
are so closely bound up with such 
happy memories, Venerable Breth- 
ren, now that We are approaching - 
the 100th anniversary of the day— 
August 4, 1859—on which this 
holy man, completely broken from 
forty years of the most tireless and 
exhausting labors, and already fa- 
mous in every corner of the world 
for his holiness, passed on most 
piously to his heavenly reward. 

And so We give thanks to God in 
His goodness, not only for seeing to 
it that this Saint would twice cast 
the brilliant light of his holiness 
over Our priestly life at moments 
of great importance, but also for 
offering Us an opportunity here at 
the beginning of Our Pontificate to 
pay solemn tribute to this wonder- 
ful shepherd of souls on this happy 
100th anniversary. It will be easy 
for you to see, Venerable Brethren, 
that We are directing this letter 
principally to Our very dearest 
sons, those in sacred orders, and 
urging each and every one of them 
—especially those engaged in pas- 
toral ministry—to devote all their 
attention to a consideration of the 





Reported in Osservaiore Romano, August 1, 1959. Latin text. Translation prepared 
for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

This is the second encyclical of His Holiness Pope John XXill. It is entitled “Sacer- 
dotii Nostri Primordia” from its opening words, which mean “the first days of Our 
priesthood.” 

The encyclical urges priests to emulate St. John Vianney in his practice of the 
evangelical counsels, his life of prayer, and his pastoral zeal. 
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wonderful example of this holy 
man, who once shared in this 
priestly work and who now serves 
as their heavenly patron. 


Earlier popes on the priesthood 


The Supreme Pontiffs have is- 
sued many documents reminding 
those in sacred orders of the great- 
ness of their priestly office, and 
pointing out the safest and surest 
way for them to carry out their 
duties properly. To recall only the 
more recent and more important of 
these, We would like to make 
special mention of the Apostolic 
Exhortation of St. Pius X of 
happy memory entitled “Haerent 
Animo,”*® issued early in Our 
priesthood, which urged Us on to 
greater efforts to achieve a more 
ardent devotion, and the wonderful 
encyclical of our predecessor of 
happy memory, Pius XI, that be- 
gan with the words “Ad catholici 
sacerdotii,” * and finally the Apos- 
tolic Exhortation “Menti Nostrae’’® 
af Our immediate predecessor, 
along with his three allocutions on 
the occasion of the canonization of 


St. Pius X that give so clear and. 


complete a picture of sacred or- 
ders. Undoubtedly you are famil- 
iar with all of these documents, 
Venerable Brethren. But permit 
Us also to mention a few words 
from a sermon published after the 
death of Our immediate predeces- 


1 AAS 17 (1925) 224, 
* Apostolic Letter “Anno Iubilari,” AAS 21 (1929) 313. 
* Acta Pii X, IV, pp. 237-264. 
* AAS 28 (1936) 5-53. 

5 AAS 42 (1950) 657-702. 

* AAS 46 (1954) 318-317; TPS v. 1, no. 2, pp. 147-158. 
7 Cf. AAS 50 (1958) 966-967. 


sor; they stand as the final solemn 
exhortation of that great Pontiff to 
priestly holiness: “Through the 
character of Sacred Orders, God 
willed to ratify that eternal cove- 
nant of love, by which He loves His 
priests above all others; and they 
are obliged to repay God for this 
special love with holiness of life. 
... 90 a cleric should be considered 
as a man chosen and set apart from 
the midst of the people, and blessed 
in a very special way with heavenly 
gifts—a sharer in divine power, 
and, to put it briefly, another 
Christ. ... He is no longer supposed 
to live for himself; nor can he de- 
vote himself to the interests of just 
his own relatives, or friends or na- 
tive land. . . . He must be aflame 
with charity toward everyone. Not 
even his thoughts, his will, his feel- 
ings belong to him, for they are 
rather those of Jesus Christ who is 
his life.” 7 


Subject of the Encyclical 


St. John Mary Vianney is a per- 
son who attracts and practically 
pushes all of us to these heights of 
the priestly life. And so We are 
pleased to add Our own exhorta- 
tions to the others, in the hope that 
the priests of Our day may exert 
every possible effort in this direc- 
tion. We are well aware of their 
devoted care and interest, and well 
acquainted with the difficulties they 
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face each day in their apostolic ac- 
tivity. And even though We regret 
the fact that the surging currents 
of this world overwhelm the spirit 
and courage of some and make 
them grow tired and inactive, We 
also know from experience how 
many more stand firm in their faith 
despite many hardships, and how 
many constantly strive to stir up an 
ardent zeal for the very highest 
ideals in their own souls. And yet, 
when they became priests, Christ 
the Lord spoke these words so full 
of consolation to all of them: “I 
no longer call you servants but 
friends.” ® May this encyclical of 
Ours help the whole clergy to fos- 
ter this divine friendship and grow 
in it, for it is the main source of 
the joy and the fruitfulness of any 
priestly work. 

We have no intention, Venerable 
Brethren, of taking up each and 
every matter that has any refer- 
ence to the life of a priest in the 
present day; as a matter of fact, 
following closely in the footsteps 
of St. Pius X, “We will not say 
anything that you have not already 
heard before, nor anything that 
will be completely new to anyone, 
but rather We will concentrate 
on recalling things that everyone 
ought to remember.” *® For a mere 
sketch of the qualities of this 
Heavenly soul, if done properly, 
is enough to lead us readily to’a 
serious consideration of certain 
things that are, it is true, necessary 
in every age, but which now seem 


® Pontificale Rom.; cf. John 15, 15. 


to be so important that Our Apos- 
tolic office and duty force Us to 
put special emphasis on them on 
the occasion of this centenary. 


A model for the clergy 


The Catholic Church, which ele- 
vated this man in sacred orders. 
who was “wonderful in his pastoral 
zeal, in his devotion to prayer and 
in the ardor of his penance”! to 
the honors of the saints of heaven, 
now, one hundred years after his 
death, offers him with maternal 
joy to all the clergy as an outstand- 
ing model of priestly asceticism, of 
piety, especially in the form of de- 
votion to the Eucharist, and, fi- 
nally, of pastoral zeal. 


I 


You cannot begin to sneak of St. 
John Mary Vianney without auto- 
matically calling to mind the pic- 
ture of a priest who was outstand- 
ing in a unique way in voluntary 
affliction of his body: his only mo- 
tives were the love of God and the 
desire for the salvation of the souls 
of his neighbors. and this led him 
to abstain almost completely from 
food and from sleep, to carry out 
the harshest kinds of penances, and 
to deny himself with great strength 
of soul. Of course, not all of the 
faithful are expected to adopt this 
kind of life; and yet divine provi- 
dence has seen to it that there has 
never been a time when the Church 
did not have some pastors of souls 
of this kind who, under the inspira- 


® Exhortation “Haerent Animo,” Acta Pi X, pn. 238. 


*” Prayer of the Mass on the feast of St. John Mary Vianney. 











ENCYCLICAL 11 


tion of the Holy Spirit, did not hes- 
itate for a moment to enter on this 
path, most of all because this way 
of life is particularly successful in 
bringing many men who have been 
drawn away by the allurement of 
error and vice back to the path of 
good living. 


The evangelical counsels 


The wonderful devotion in this 
regard of St. John Vianney—a man 
who was “hard on himself, and 
gentle with others” 11—was so out- 
standing that it should serve as a 
clear and timely reminder of the 
important role that priests should 
attribute to the virtue of pen- 
ance in striving for perfection in 
their own lives. Our predecessor 
of happy memory, Pius XII, in or- 
der to give a clear picture of this 
doctrine and to clear up the doubts 
and errors that bothered some peo- 
ple, denied that “the clerical state 
—as such, and on the basis of di- 
vine law—requires, of its very na- 
ture or at least as a result of some 
demand arising from its nature, 
that those enrolled in it observe the 


evangelical counsels,”!? and justly 


concluded with these words: 
“Hence a cleric is not bound by vir- 
tue of divine law to the evangelical 
counsels of poverty, chastity, obe- 
dience.” 18 

And yet it would undoubtedly be 
both a distortion of the real mind 
of this same Supreme Pontiff (who 
was so interested in the sanctity 


of the clergy) and a contradiction 
of the perpetual teaching of the 
Church in this matter, if anyone 
should dare to infer from this that 
clerics were any less bound by their 
office than religious to strive for 
evangelical perfection of life. The 
truth is just the opposite; for the 
proper exercise of the priestly 
functions “requires a greater in- 
terior holiness than is demanded by 
the religious state.” 4 And even if 
churchmen are not commanded to 
embrace these evangelical counsels 
by virtue of their clerical state, it 
still remains true that in their ef- 
forts to achieve holiness, these 
counsels offer them and all of the 
faithful the surest road to the de- 
sired goal of Christian perfection. 
What a great consolation it is to Us 
to realize that at the present time 
many generous-hearted priests are 
showing that they realize this; even 
though they belong to the diocesan 
clergy, they have sought the help 
and aid of certain pious societies 
approved by Church authorities in 
order to find a quicker and easier 
way to move along the road to per- 
fection. 

Fully convinced as they are that 
the “highest dignity of the priest- 
hood consists in the imitation of 
Christ,” 75 churchmen must pay 
special attention to this warning 
of their Divine Master: “If anyone 
wishes to come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross 


“ Cf. Archiv. Secr. Vat., C.SS. Rituum, Processus, v. 227, p. 196. 
#® Allocution “Annus Sacer,” AAS 48 (1951) 29. 
8 Ibid. 


“ St. Thomas, Summa Theologica II-II, q. 184, a. 8, i 
% Cf, Pius XII, Allocution, 16 April 1953: AAS 15 (1953) 288. 
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and follow me.” ?* It is recorded 
that “the holy parish priest of Ars 
often thought these words of the 
Lord over carefully, and determined 
to apply them to his own ac- 
tions.” 17 He made the resolution 
readily, and with the help of God’s 
grace and by constant effort, he 
kept it to a wonderful extent; his 
example in the various works of 
priestly asceticism still points out 
the safest path to follow, and in 
the midst of this example, his pov- 
erty, chastity and obedience stand 
forth in a brilliant light. 


The poverty of St. John Vianney 


First of all, you have clear testi- 
mony of his poverty. The humble 
Curé of Ars was careful to imitate 
the Patriarch of Assisi in this re- 
gard, for he had accepted his rule 
in the Third Order of St. Francis 
and he carefully observed it.1* He 
was rich in his generosity toward 
others but the poorest of men in 
dealing with himself; he passed a 
life that was almost completely de- 
tached from the changeable, per- 
ishable goods of this world, and his 
spirit was free and unencumbered 
by impediments of this kind, so 
that it could always lie open to 
those who suffered from any kind 
of misery; and they flocked from 
everywhere to seek his consolation. 
“My secret’”—he said—“is easy to 
learn. It can be summed up in 


* Matt. 16, 24. 

™ Cf. Archiv. Secret. Vat., v. 227, p. 42. 
*® Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 187. 

” Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 92. 

” Cf. ibid., v. 3897, p. 510. 

" Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 334. 

* Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 305. 


these few words: give everything 
away and keep nothing for your- 
self.”’ 19 

This detachment from external 
goods enabled him to offer the most 
devoted and touching care to the 
poor, especially those in his own 
parish. He was very kind and gen- 
tle toward them and embraced 
them “with a sincere love, with the 
greatest of kindness, indeed with 
reverence.” 2° He warned that the 
needy were never to be spurned 
since a disregard for them would 
reach in turn to God. When beg- 
gars knocked at his door, he re- 
ceived them with love and was very 
happy to be able to say to them: “I 
am living in need myself; I am one 
of you.” 24. And toward the end of 
his life, he used to enjoy saying 
things like this: “I will be happy 
when I go; for now I no longer 
have any possessions; and so when 
God in his goodness sees fit to call 
me, I will be ready and willing to 
go.” 22 

All of this will give you a clear 
idea of what We have in mind, Ven- 
erable Brethren, when We exhort 
all of Our beloved sons who share 
in the priesthood to give careful 
thought to this example of poverty 
and charity. “Daily experience 
shows’”—wrote Pius XI, with St. 
John Mary Vianney specifically in 
mind—“that priests who live mod- 
estly and follow the teaching of the 
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Gospel by paying little attention to 
their own interests, always confer 
wonderful benefits on the Christian 
people.” 22 And the same Supreme 
Pontiff issued this serious warning 
to priests as well as to others in the 
course of a discussion of the cur- 
rent problems of society: “When 
they look around and see men ready 
to sell anything for money and to 
strike a bargain for anything at all, 
let them pass right through the 
midst of these attractions of vice 
without a thought or care for their 
own desires; and let them in their 
holiness spurn this base pursuit of 
wealth, and look for the riches of 
souls rather than for money, and 
let them long for and seek God’s 
glory rather than their own.” + 


The use of possessions 


It is very important for these 
words to sink deep into the mind of 
every priest. If someone owns 
things that are rightfully his, let 
him be careful not to hang on to 
them greedily. Instead he should 
remember that the prescriptions of 
the Code of Canon Law dealing 


with church benefices make it clear. 


that he has a serious obligation ‘‘to 
use superfluous income for the poor 
or for pious causes.” 25 May God 
grant that no one of Us ever lets 
that terrible sentence that the par- 
ish priest of Ars once used in 
rebuking his flock fall on him: 
“There are many people keeping 
their money hidden away while 


many others are dying of hun- 
ger.” 26 

We know very well that at the 
present time there are many priests 
living in great need themselves. 
When they stop to realize that 
heavenly honors have been paid to 
one of their own who voluntarily 
gave up all he had and asked for 
nothing more than to be the poorest 
of all in his parish,?7 they have a 
wonderful source of inspiration for 
devoting themselves carefully and 
constantly to fostering evangelical 
poverty. And if Our paternal in- 
terest can offer any consolation, 
We want them to know that We are 
very happy that they are serving 
Christ and the Church so gener- 


ously with no thought of their own 
interests. 


Unbecoming indigence 

However, even though We praise 
and extol this wonderful virtue of 
poverty so much, no one should 
conclude that We have any inten- 
tion of giving Our approval to the 
unbecoming indigence and misery 
in which the ministers of the Lord 
are sometimes forced to live, both 
in cities and in remote rural areas. 
In this regard, when St. Bede 
the Venerable explained and com- 
mented on the words of the Lord 
on detachment from earthly things, 
he excluded possible incorrect in- 
terpretations of this passage with 
these words: “You must not think 
that this command was given with 


* Encyclical “Divini Redemptoris,” AAS 29 (1937) 99. 
* Encyclical “Ad catholici sacerdotii,” AAS 28 (1936) 28. 


* C.J.C., can. 1478. 


°° Cf. Sermons du B. Jean B.M. Vianney, 1909, v. 1, p. 364. 


* Cf. Archiv. Secret. Vat., v- 227, p. 91. 
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the intention of having the saints 
keep no money at all for their own 
use or for that of the poor (for 
we read that the Lord himself... 
had money-boxes in forming his 
Church ...) but rather the idea was 
that this should not be the motive 
for serving God nor should justice 
be abandoned out of fear of suffer- 
ing want.” ?8 Besides, the laborer 
is worthy of his hire,2® and We 
share the feelings of Our immedi- 
ate predecessor in urging the faith- 
ful to respond quickly and gener- 
ously to the appeals of their pas- 
tors; We also join him in praising 
these shepherds for their efforts to 
see to it that those who help them 
in the sacred ministry do not lack 
the necessities of life.%° 


Model of chastity 


John M. Vianney was an out- 
standing model of voluntary mor- 
tification of the body as well as of 
detachment from external things. 
“There is only one way’”—he sed 
to say—‘‘for anyone to devote him- 
self to God as he should through 
self-denial and the practice of pen- 
ance: that is by devoting himself 
to it completely.” *+ Throughout 
his whole life, the holy Curé of Ars 
carried this principle into practice 
energetically in the matter of chas- 
tity. 

This wonderful example of chas- 
tity seems to have special applica- 
tion to the priests of our time who 


—as is unfortunately the case in 
many regions—are often forced by 
the office they have assumed to live 
in the midst of a human society 
that is infected by a general loose- 
ness in morals and a spirit of un- 
bridled lust. How often this phrase 
of St. Thomas Aquinas is proved 
true: “It is harder to lead a good 
life in the work of caring for souls, 
because of the external dangers in- 
volved.” 32 To this We might add 
the fact that they often feel them- 
selves cut off from the society of 
others and that even the faithful to 
whose salvation they are dedicated 
do not understand them and offer 
them little help or support in their 
undertakings. 

We want to use this letter, Ven- 
erable Brethren, to exhort, again 
and again, all of them, and espe- 
cially those who are working alone 
and in the midst of very serious 
dangers of this kind, to let their 
whole life, so to say, resound with 
the splendor of holy chastity; St. 
Pius X had good reason to call this 
virtue the “choicest adornment of 
our order.” *3 

Venerable Brethren, do all you 
can and spare no effort to see to it 
that the clergy entrusted to your 
care may enjoy living and working 
conditions that will best foster and 
be of service to their ardent zeal. 
This means that every effort should 
be exerted to eliminate the dangers 
that arise from too great an isola- 


* In Lucae Evangelium Expositio, IV, in c. 12; Migne, PL 92, col. 494-5. 
* Cf. Luke 10, 7. 
® Cf. Apostolic Exhortation “Menti Nostrae,” AAS 42 (1950), 697-699. 
" Cf. Archiv. Secret. Vat., v. 227, p. 91. 
® Summa Theologica II-II, q. 184, a. 8, in c. 

* Exhortation “Haerent animo,” Acta Pii X, IV, p. 260. 
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tion, to issue timely warnings 
against unwise or imprudent ac- 
tions, and last of all to check the 
dangers of idleness or of too much 
external activity. In this regard, 
you should recall the wise direc- 
tives issued by Our immediate 
Predecessor in the Encyclical Sacra 
Virginitas.®4 


St. John Vianney on chastity 


It is said that the face of the 
Pastor of Ars shone with an angelic 
purity.=5 And even now anyone 
who turns toward him in mind and 
spirit cannot help being struck, not 
merely by the great strength of 
soul with which this athlete of 
Christ reduced his body to slav- 
ery,®* but also by the great persua- 
sive powers he exercised over the 
pious crowds of pilgrims who came 
to him and were drawn by his 
heavenly meekness to follow in his 
footsteps. From his daily experi- 
ences in the Sacrament of Penance 
he got an unmistakable picture of 
the terrible havoc that is wrought 
by impure desire. This was what 
brought cries like these bursting 
from his breast: “If there were not 
very innocent souls to please God” 
and make up for our offenses, how 
many terrible punishments we 
would have to suffer!” His own 
observations in this regard led him 
to offer this encouragement and 
advice to his hearers: “The works 
of penance abound in such delights 
and joys that once they have been 


% AAS 46 (1954) 161-191; TPS (1954) v. 
% Cf. Archiv. Secret. Vat., v. 3897, p. 536. 
* Cf. 1 Cor. 9, 27. 

= Cf, Archiv. Secret. Vat., v. 3897, p 
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tasted, nothing will ever again root 
them out of the soul. ... Only the 
first steps are difficult for those 
who eagerly choose this path.” 37 


Priest’s chastity as help to others 


The ascetic way of life, by which 
priestly chastity is preserved, does 
not enclose the priest’s soul within 
the sterile confines of his own in- 
terests, but rather it makes him 
more eager and ready to relieve 
the needs of his brethren. St. John 
Mary Vianney has this pertinent 
comment to make in this regard: 
“A soul adorned with the virtue of 
chastity cannot help loving others; 
for it has discovered the source and 
font of love—God.” 

What great benefits are con- 
ferred on human society by men 
like this who are free of the cares 
of the world and totally dedicated 
to the divine ministry so that they 
can employ their lives, thoughts, 
powers in the interest of their 
brethren! How valuable to the 
Church are priests who are anxious 
to preserve perfect chastity! For 
We agree with Our predecessor of 
happy memory, Pius XI, in regard- 
ing this as the outstanding adorn- 
ment of the Catholic priesthood 
and as something “that seems to 
Us to correspond better to the 
counsels and wishes of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, so far as the 
souls of priests are concerned.” 8 
Was not the mind of John Mary 


1, no. 1, pp. 101-123. 


* Encyclical “Ad catholici sacerdeslt” PAS 28 (1986) 28. 
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Vianney soaring to reach the coun- 
sels of this same divine charity 
when he wrote this lofty sentence: 
“Is the priesthood love of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus?’ *® 


The obedience of St. John Vianney 


There are many pieces of evi- 
dence of how this man was also out- 
standing in the virtue of obedience. 
It would be true to say that the 
fidelity toward his superiors in the 
Church which he pledged at the 
time he became a priest and which 
he preserved unshaken throughout 
his life drove him to an uninter- 
rupted immolation of his will for 
forty years. 

All his life he longed to lead a 
quiet and retired life in the back- 
ground, and he regarded pastoral 
duties as a very heavy burden laid 
on his shoulders and more than 
once he tried to free himself of it. 
His obedience to his bishop was 
admirable; We would like to men- 
tion a few instances of it in this 
encyclical, Venerable Brethren: 
“From the age of fifteen on, he 
ardently desired a solitary life, and 
as long as this wish was not ful- 
filled, he felt cut off from every 
advantage and every consolation 
that his state of life might have 
offered” : 4° but “God never allowed 
this aim to be achieved. Un- 
doubtedly, this was God’s way of 
bending St. John Mary Vianney’s 
will to obedience and of teaching 
him to put the duties of his office 
before his own desires; and so there 


* Cf. Archiv. Secret. Vat., v. 227, p. 29. 
” Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 74. 

“ Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 39. 

“ Cf. ibid., v. 3895, p. 153. 

* Luke 10, 16. 


was never a time when his devo- 
tion to self-denial did not shine 
forth”; 41 “out of complete obedi- 
ence to his superiors, John M. Vian- 
ney carried out his tasks as pastor 
of Ars, and remained in that office 
till the end of his mortal life.” 4 

It should be noted, however, that 
this full obedience of his to the 
commands of his superiors rested 
on supernatural principles; in ac- 
knowledging and duly obeying ec- 
clesiastical authority, he was pay- 
ing the homage of faith to the 
words of Christ the Lord as He 
told His Apostles “He who hears 
you, hears me.” #8 To conform him- 
self faithfully to the will of his 
superiors he habitually restrained 
his own will, whether in accepting 
the holy burdens of hearing Con- 
fessions, or in performing zealously 
for his colleagues in the apostolate 
such work as would produce richer 
and more saving fruits. 


The importance of obedience 


We are offering clerics this total 
obedience as a model, with full con- 
fidence that its force and beauty 
will lead them to strive for it more 
ardently. And if there should be 
someone who dares to cast doubt 
on the supreme importance of this 
virtue—as sometimes happens at 
the present time—let him take to 
heart these words of Our predeces- 
sor of happy memory, Pius XII, 
which everyone should keep firmly 
in mind: “The holiness of any life 
and the effectiveness of any apos- 
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tolate has constant and faithful 
obedience to the hierarchy as its 
solid foundation, basis and sup- 
port.” 4 

For, as you well know, Venerable 
Brethren, Our most recent prede- 
cessors have often issued serious 
warnings to priests about the ex- 
tent of the dangers that are arising 
among the clergy from a growing 
carelessness about obedience with 
regard to the teaching authority 
of the Church, to the various ways 
and means of undertaking the apos- 
tolate, and to ecclesiastical disci- 
pline. 


An exhortation to obedience 


We do not want to spend a lot 
of time on this, but We think it 
timely to exhort all of Our sons 
who share in the Catholic priest- 
hood to foster a love in their souls 
that will make them feel attached 
to Mother Church by ever closer 
bonds, and then to make that love 
grow. 

It is said that St. John M. Vian- 
ney lived in the Church in such a 
way that he worked for it alone, 
and burned himself up like a piece 
of straw being consumed on fiery 
coals. May that flame which comes 
from the Holy Spirit reach those 
of Us who have been raised to the 
priesthood of Jesus Christ and con- 
sume us too. 

We owe ourselves and all we have 
to the Church; may we work each 
day only in her name and by her 


“ Exhortation “In auspicando,” AAS 40 
Cf. Archiv. Secret. Vat., v. 227, p. 136. 
“6 Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 33. 


authority and may we properly 
carry out the duties committed to 
us, and may we be joined together 
in fraternal unity and thus strive 
to serve her in that perfect way 
in which she ought to be served.*® 


II 


St. John M. Vianney, who, as We 
have said, was so devoted to the 
virtue of penance, was just as sure 
that “a priest must be specially de- 
voted to constant prayer.” ** In this 
regard, We know that shortly after 
he was made pastor of a village 
where Christian life had been lan- 
guishing for a long time, he began 
to spend long and happy hours at 
night (when he might have been 
resting) in adoration of Jesus in 
the Sacrament of His love. The 
Sacred Tabernacle seemed to be the 
spring from which he constantly 
drew the powers that nourished his 
own piety and gave new life to it 
and promoted the effectiveness of 
his apostolic labor to such an ex- 
tent that the wonderful words that 
Our predecessor of happy memory, 
Pius XII, used to describe the ideal 
Christian parish, might well have 
been applied to the town of Ars in 
the time of this holy man: “In the 
middle stands the temple; in the 
middle of the temple the Sacred 
Tabernacle, and on either side the 
confessionals where supernatural 
life and health are restored to the 
Christian people.” 4 


(1948) 375. 


“ Cf. Discorsi e Radiomessaggi di S.S. Pio XII, v. 14, p. 452. 
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Prayer in the life of 
St. John Vianney 


How timely and how profitable 
this example of constant prayer on 
the part of a man completely dedi- 
cated to caring for the needs of 
souls is for priests in Our own day, 
who are likely to attribute too much 
to the effectiveness of external ac- 
tivity and stand ready and eager to 
immerse themselves in the hustle 
and bustle of the ministry, to their 
own spiritual detriment! 

“The thing that keeps us priests 
from gaining sanctity”—the Curé 
of Ars used to say—‘“is thought- 
lessness. It annoys us to turn our 
minds away from external affairs; 
we don’t know what we really 
ought to do. What we need is deep 
reflection, together with prayer 
and an intimate union with God.” 
The testimony of his life makes it 
clear that he always remained de- 
voted to his prayers and that not 
even the duty of hearing confes- 
sions or any other pastoral office 
could cause him to neglect them. 
“Even in the midst of tremendous 
labors, he never let up on his con- 
versation with God.” 4 

But listen to his own words; for 
he seemed to have an inexhaustible 
supply of them whenever he talked 
about the happiness or the advan- 
tages that he found in prayer: “We 
are beggars who must ask God for 
everything” ; * “How many people 
we can call back to God by our 
prayers!’ 5° And he used to say over 


“ Cf. Archiv. Secret. May v. 227, p. 181. 
“ Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 1100. 

” Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 54. 

et ibid., Vv. 227, p. 45. 

® Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 29. 


and over again: “Ardent prayer 
addressed to God: this is man’s 
greatest happiness on earth!” ®! 

. And he enjoyed this happiness 
abundantly when his mind rose 
with the help of heavenly light to 
contemplate the things of heaven 
and his pure and simple soul rose 
with all its deepest love from the 
mystery of the Incarnation to the 
heights of the Most Holy Trinity. 
And the crowds of pilgrims who 
surrounded him in the temple could 
feel something coming forth from 
the depths of the inner life of this 
humble priest when words like 
these burst forth from his inflamed 
breast, as they often did: “To be 
loved by God, to be joined to God, 
to walk before God, to live for God: 
O blessed life, O blessed death!’ 5? 


Necessity of prayer life 


We sincerely hope, Venerable 
Brethren, that these lessons from 
the life of St. John M. Vianney 
may make all of the sacred minis- 
ters committed to your care feel 
sure that they must exert every 
effort to be outstanding in their de- 
votion to prayer; this can really be 
done, even if they are very busy 
with apostolic labors. 

But if they are to do this, their 
lives must conform to the norms of 
faith that so imbued John Mary 
Vianney and enabled him to per- 
form such wonderful works. “Oh 
the wonderful faith of this priest” 
—one of his colleagues in the sa- 
cred ministry remarked — “It is 
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great enough to enrich all the souls 
of the diocese!’ ** 

This constant union with God 
is best achieved and preserved 
through the various practices of 
priestly piety; many of the more 
important of them, such as daily 
meditation, visits to the Blessed 
Sacrainest, recitation of the Ro- 
sary, careful examination of con- 
science, the Church, in her wise 
and provident regulations, has made 
obligatory for priests.5¢ As for the 
hours of the Office, priests have un- 
dertaken a serious obligation to the 
Church to recite them. 

The neglect of some of these 
rules may often be the reason why 
certain churchmen are caught up 
in the whirl of external affairs, 
gradually lose their feeling for sa- 
cred things and finally fall into seri- 
ous difficulties when they are shorn 
of all spiritual protection and en- 
ticed by the attractions of this 
earthly life. John Mary Vianney on 
the contrary “never neglected his 
own salvation, no matter how busy 
he may have been with that of 
others.” 5¢ 

To use the words of St. Pius X: 
“We are sure of this much. . 
that a priest must be deeply de- 
voted to the practice of prayer if 
he is to live up to his rank and ful- 
fill his duties properly ... For a 
priest must be much more careful 
than others to obey the command 
of Christ: You must always pray. 


8 Cf, ibid., v. 227, p. 976. 

* C.J.C., canon 125, 

® Tbid., canon 135. 

* Cf. Archiv. Secret. Vat., v. 227, p. 36. 


Paul was only reaffirming this 
when he advised, as he did so often: 
Be constant in prayer, ever on the 
watch to give thanks; pray without 
ceasing.” **7 And We are more than 
happy to adopt as Our own the 
words that Our immediate prede- 
cessor offered priests as their pass- 
word at the very beginning of his 
pontificate: “Pray, more and more, 
and pray more intensely.” 58 


St. John Vianney’s devotion 
to the Eucharist 


The devotion to prayer of St. 
John M. Vianney, who was to spend 
almost the whole of the last thirty 
years of his life in Church caring 
for the crowds of penitents who 
flocked to him, had one special 
characteristic—it was specially di- 
rected toward the Eucharist. 

It is almost unbelievable how ar- 
dent his devotion to Christ hidden 
beneath the veils of the Eucharist 
really was. “He is the one’ —-he 
said—‘“‘Who has loved us so much; 
why shouldan’t we love Him in re- 
turn?” 5° He was devoted to the 
adorable Sacrament of the altar 
with a burning charity and his soul 


. was drawn to the sacred Taber- 


nacle by a heavenly force that 
could not be resisted. 

This is how he taught his faith- 
ful to pray: “You do not need many 
words when you pray. We believe 
on faith that the good and gracious 
God is there in the tabernacle; we 


* Exhortation “Haerent animo,” Acta Pii X, ee PP. 248-249. 
® Discourse of June 24, 1939: AAS 31 (1939) 2 


® Cf. Archiv. Secret. Vat., v. 227, p. 1108. 
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open our souls to Him; and feel 
happy that He allows us to come 
before Him; this is the best way to 
pray.” © He did everything that 
there was to be done to stir up the 
reverence and love of the faithful 
for Christ hidden in the Sacrament 
of the Eucharist and to bring them 
to share in the riches of the divine 
Synaxis; the example of his devo- 
tion was ever before them. “To be 
convinced of this—witnesses tell us 
—all that was necessary was to see 
him carrying out the sacred cere- 
monies or simply to see him genu- 
flect when he passed the taber- 
nacle.”’ 


Benefits from Eucharistic prayer 


As Our predecessor of immortal 
memory, Pius XII, has said—‘“The 
wonderful example of St. John 
Mary Vianney retains all of its 
force for our times.” © For the 
lengthy prayer of a priest before 
the adorable Sacrament of the Al- 
tar has a dignity and an effective- 
ness that cannot be found else- 
where nor be replaced. And so 
when the priest adores Christ Our 
Lord and gives thanks to Him, or 
offers satisfaction for his own sins 
and those of others, or finally when 
he prays constantly that God keep 
special watch over the causes com- 
mitted to his care, he is inflamed 
with a more ardent love for the 
Divine Redeemer to whom he has 
sworn allegiance and for those to 
whom he is devoting his pastoral 
care. And a devotion to the Eu- 


© Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 45. 
© Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 459. 
® Cf. Message of June 25, 1956: AAS 48 (1956) 579. 

® Cf, Discourse of March 13, 1948: AAS 35 (1948) 114-115. 


charist that is ardent, constant and 
that carries over into works also 
has the effect of nourishing and 
fostering the inner perfection of 
his soul and assuring him, as he 
carries out his apostolic duties, of 
an abundance of the supernatural 
powers that the strongest workers 
for Christ must have. 

We do not want to skip over the 
benefits that accrue to the faithful 
themselves in this way, as they see 
the piety of their priests and are 
drawn by their example. For, as 
Our predecessor of happy memory, 
Pius XII, pointed out in a talk to 
the clergy of this dear city: “If you 
want the faithful who are en- 
trusted to your care to pray will- 
ingly and well, you must give them 
an example and iet them see you 
praying in church. A priest kneel- 
ing devoutly and reverently before 
the tabernacle, and pouring forth 
prayers to God with all his heart, 
is a wonderful example to the 
Christian people and serves as an 
inspiration.” ® The saintly Curé of 
Ars used all of these helps in carry- 
ing out his apostolic office, and 
without a doubt they are suitable 
to all times and places. 


The Mass and the priesthood 


But never forget that the prin- 
cipal form of Eucharistic prayer is 
contained in the holy Sacrifice of 
the Altar. It is Our opinion that this 
point ought to be considered more 
carefully, Venerable Brethren, for 
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it. touches on a particularly impor- 
tant aspect of priestly life. 

It is not Our intention at this 
time to enter upon a lengthy treat- 
ment of the Church’s teaching on 
the priesthood and on the Eucha- 
ristic Sacrifice as it has been 
handed down from antiquity. Our 
predecessors Pius XI and Pius XII 
have done this in clear and impor- 
tant documents and We urge you 
to take pains to see to it that the 
priests and faithful entrusted to 
your care are very familiar with 
them. This will clear up the doubts 
of some; and correct the more dar- 
ing statements that have some- 
times been made in discussing 
these matters. 

But We too hope to say something 
worthwhile in this matter by show- 
ing the principal reason why the 
holy Curé of Ars, who, as befits a 
hero, was most careful in fulfilling 
his priestly duties, really deserves 
to be proposed to those who have 
the care of souls as a model of out- 
standing virtue and to be honored 
by them as their heavenly patron. 
If it is obviously true that a priest 
receives his priesthood so as to 
serve at the altar and that he en- 
ters upon this office by offering the 
Eucharistic Sacrifice, then it is 
equally true that for as long as he 
lives as God’s minister, the Eucha- 
ristic Sacrifice will be the source 
and origin of the holiness that he 
attains and of the apostolic activ- 
ity to which he devotes himself. 
All of these things came to pass in 
the fullest possible way in the case 
of St. John Vianney. 

For, if you give careful consider- 


* Rom. 12, 1. 


ation to all of the activity of a 
priest, what is the main point of 
his apostolate if not seeing to it 
that wherever the Church lives, a 
people who are joined by the bonds 
of faith, regenerated by holy Bap- 
tism and cleansed of their faults 
will be gathered together around 
the sacred altar? It is then that 
the priest, using the sacred power 
he has received, offers the divine 
Sacrifice in which Jesus Chrisc re- 
news the unique immolation which 
He completed on Calvary for the re- 
demption of mankind and for the 
glory of His heavenly Father. It is 
then that the Christians who have 
gathered together, acting through 
the ministry of the priest, present 
the divine Victim and offer them- 
selves to the supreme and eternal 
God as a “sacrifice, living, holy, 
pleasing to God.” ** There it is that 
the people of God are taught the 
doctrines and precepts of faith and 
are nourished with the Body of 
Christ, and there it is that they find 
a means to gain supernatural life, to 
grow in it, and if need be, to regain 
unity. And there besides, the Mys- 


_ tical Body of Christ, which is the 


Church, grows with spiritual in- 
crease throughout the world down 
to the end of time. 

It is only right and fitting to call 
the life of St. John Vianney a 
priestly and pastoral one in an out- 
standing way, because he spent 
more and more time in preaching 
the truths of religion and cleansing 
souls of the stain of sin as the 
years went by, and because he was 
mindful of the altar of God in each 
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and every act of his sacred minis- 
! 


It is true of course that the holy 
Curé’s fame made great crowds of 
sinners flock to Ars, while many 
priests experience great difficulty 
in getting the people committed to 
their care to come to them at all, 
and then find that they have to 
teach them the most elementary 
truths of Christian doctrine just as 
if they were working in a mission- 
ary land. But as important and 
sometimes as trying as these apos- 
tolic labors may be, they should 
never be permitted to make men of 
God forget the great importance of 
the goal which they must always 
keep in view and which St. John 
Vianney attained through dedicat- 
ing himself completely to the main 
works of the apostolic life in a tiny 
country church. 


Personal holiness and the Mass 


This should be kept in mind, in 
particular: whatever a priest may 
plan, resolve, or do to become holy, 
he will have to draw, for example 
and for heavenly strength, upon 
the Eucharistic Sacrifice which he 
offers, just as the Roman Pontifical 
urges: “Be aware of what you are 
doing; imitate what you hold in 
your hands.” 

In this regard, We are pleased to 
repeat the words used by Our im- 
mediate predecessor of happy 
memory in the Apostolic Exhorta- 
tion entitled Menti Nostrae: “Just 
as the whole life of Our Savior was 
pointed toward His sacrifice of 


Himself, so too the life of the 
priest, who must reproduce the 
image of Christ in himself, must 
become a pleasing sacrifice with 
Him and through Him and in Him. 
... And so it is not enough for him 
to celebrate the Eucharistic sacri- 
fice, but in a very deep sense, he 
must live it; for in this way, he can 
draw from it the heavenly strength 
that will enable him to be pro- 
foundly transformed and to share 
in the expiatory life of the Divine 
Redeemer himself. . . .”® And 
again: “The soul of the priest must 
refer what takes place on the sac- 
rificial altar to himself; for just as 
Jesus Christ immolates Himself, 
his minister must immolate himself 
along with Him; just as Jesus ex- 
piates the sins of men, so too the 
priest must tread the lofty path of 
Christian asceticism to bring about 
his own purification and that of his 
neighbors.” ® 


Safeguarding holiness 


This lofty aspect of doctrine is 
what the Church has in mind when, 
with maternal care, she invites her 
sacred ministers to devote them- 
selves to asceticism and urges them 
to celebrate the Eucharistic Sacri- 
fice with the greatest possible in- 
terior and exterior devotion. May 
not the fact that some priests fail 
to keep in mind the close connection 
that ought to exist between the of- 
fering of the Sacrifice and their 
own self-dedication be the reason 
why they gradually fall off from 
that first fervor they had at the 


* Apostolic Exhortation “Menti Nostrae,” AAS 42 (1950) 666-667. 
Cf. ibid., 667-668. 
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time of their ordination? St. John 
Vianney learned this from experi- 
ence and expressed it this way: 
“The reason why priests are re- 
miss in their personal lives is that 
they do not offer the Sacrifice with 
attention and piety.” And he, who 
in his lofty virtue, was in the habit 
of “offering himself as an expiation 
for sinners” * used to weep “when 
he thought of the unhappy priests 
who did not measure up to the holi- 
ness demanded by their office.” ® 

Speaking as a Father, We urge 
Our beloved priests to set aside a 
time to examine themselves on how 
they celebrate the divine mysteries, 
what their dispositions of soul and 
external attitude are as they ascend 
the altar and what fruit they are 
trying to gain from it. They should 
be spurred to do this by the centen- 
ary celebrations that are being held 
in honor of this outstanding and 
wonderful priest, who drew such 
great strength and such great de- 
sire to dedicate himself “from the 
consolation and happiness of offer- 
ing the divine victim.” ® May his 
prayers, which We feel sure they 
will have, bring a fullness of light 
and strength down upon Our be- 
loved priests. 


Il 


The wonderful examples of 
priestly asceticism and prayer that 
We have proposed for your consid- 
eration up to now, Venerable 
Brethren, also point clearly to the 


* Cf. Archiv. Secret. Vat., v. 227, p. 319. 
® Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 47. 

© Cf. ibid., pp. 667-668. 

* Apostolic 
™ John 15, 5. 
7 Cf. Archiv. Secret. Vat.. v. 227, p. 629. 
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source of the pastoral skill and of 
the truly remarkable heavenly ef- 
fectiveness of the sacred ministry 
of St. John M. Vianney. In this re- 
gard, Our predecessor of happy 
memory, Pius XII, gave a wise 
warning: “The priest should real- 
ize that the important ministry en- 
trusted to him will be more fruit- 
fully carried out, the more inti- 
mately he is united with Christ and 
led on by His spirit.” 7 As a mat- 
ter of fact, the life of the Curé of 
Ars offers one more outstanding 
argument in support of the su- 
preme rule for apostolic labor that 
was laid down by Jesus Christ 
Himself: “Without me, you can do 
nothing.” 7 


The Good Shepherd 


We have no intention of trying 
to make a list of all the wonderful 
things done by this humble Curé of 
a country parish, who drew such 
immense crowds to the tribunal of 
Penance that some people, out of 
contempt, called him “a kind of 
nineteenth-century rabble- 
rouser’”;** nor do We see any need 
of going into all of the particular 


‘ ways in which he carried out his 


duties, some of which, perhaps, 
could not be accommodated to our 
times. 

But We do want to recall this one 
fact—that this Saint was in his 
own times a model of pastoral de- 
votion in a tiny community that 
was still suffering from the less of 


xhortation “Menti Nostrae,” AAS 42 (1950) 676. 
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Christian faith and morals that oc- 
curred while the French Revolution 
was raging. This was the mission 
and command received just before 
taking over his pastoral office: 
“You will find little love of God in 
that parish; stir it up yourself.” 

He proved to be a tireless worker 
for God, one who was wise and de- 
voted in winning over young people 
and bringing families back to the 
standards of Christian morality, a 
worker who was never too tired to 
show an interest in the human 
needs of his flock, one whose own 
way of life was very close to theirs 
and who was prepared to exert 
every effort and make any sacrifice 
to establish Christian schools and 
to make missions available to the 
people: and all of these things show 
that St. John M. Vianney repro- 
duced the true image of the good 
shepherd in himself as he dealt 
with the flock entrusted to his care, 
for he knew his sheep, protected 
them from dangers, and gently but 
firmly looked after them. 

Without realizing it, he was 
sounding his own praises in the 
words he once addressed to his 
people: “Good shepherd! O shep- 
herd who lives up to the commands 
and desires of Jesus Christ com- 
pletely! This is the greatest bless- 
ing that a kind and gracious God 
can send to a parish.” “ 

But there are three things in 
particular of lasting value and im- 
portance that the example of this 
holy man brings home to us and it 
is to these in particular that We 


*® Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 15. 
* Cf. Sermons, 1. c., v. 2, p. 86. 
*® Cf. Archiv. Secret. Vat., v. 227, p. 1210. 
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would like to direct your attention, 
Venerable Brethren. 


His esteem for the pastoral office 


The first thing that strikes Us is 
the very high esteem in which he 
held his pastoral office. He was so 
humble by disposition and so much 
aware through faith of the impor- 
tance of the salvation of a human 
soul that he could never undertake 
his parish duties without a feeling 
of fear. 

“My friend’ — these are the 
words he used to open his heart to 
a fellow-priest—“you have no idea 
of how fearful a thing it is for a 
priest to be snatched away from 
the care of souls to appear before 
the judgment seat of God.” ™ 

Everyone knows—as We have 
already pointed out—how much he 
yearned and how long he prayed 
to be allowed to go off by himself 
to weep and to make proper expia- 
tion for what he called his miser- 
able life; and We also know that 
only obedience and his zeal for the 
salvation of others got him to re- 
turn to the field of the apostolate 
when he had abandoned it. 


Sufferings for his sheep 


But if he felt the great weight of 
this burden to be so heavy that it 
sometimes seemed to be crushing 
him, this was also the reason why 
he conceived his office and its du- 
ties in so lofty a fashion that car- 
rying them out called for great 
strength of soul. These are the 
prayers he addressed to heaven as 
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he began his parochial ministry: 
“My God, make the sheep entrust- 
ed to me come back to a good way 
of life. For all my life I am pre- 
pared to endure anything that 
pleases you.” 7¢ 

And God heard these fervent 
prayers, for later our saint had to 
confess: “If I had known when I 
came to the parish of Ars what I 
would have to suffer, the fear of 
it would certainly have killed 
me,” 77 

Following in the footsteps of the 
great apostles of all ages, he knew 
that the best and most effective 
way for him to contribute to the 
salvation of those who would be 
entrusted to his care was through 
the cross. It was for them that he 
put up with all sorts of calumnies, 
prejudices and opposition, without 
complaint; for them that he will- 
ingly endured the sharp discom- 
forts and annoyances of mind and 
body that were forced upon him by 
his daily administration of the 
Sacrament of Penance for thirty 
yéars with almost no interruption; 
for them that this athlete of Christ 
fought off the powers of hell; for 
them, last of all, that he brought 
his body into subjection through 
voluntary mortification. 

Almost. everyone knows his an- 
swer to the priest who complained 
to him that his apostolic zeal was 
bearing no fruit: “You have offered 
humble prayers to God, you have 
wept, you have groaned, you have 
sighed. Have you added fasts, 


% Cf. Archiv. Secret. Vat., v. 227, p. 53. 
™ Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 991. 
Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 53. 


” Cf. Archiv. Secret. Vat., v. 227, p. 1002. 
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vigils, sleeping on the floor, casti- 
gation of your body? Until you 
have done all of these, do not think 
that you have tried everything.” 7 


Need for comparison 


Once again Our mind turns to 
sacred ministers who have the care 
of souls, and We urgently beg them 
to realize the importance of these 
words. Let each one think over his 
own life, in the light of the super- 
natural prudence that should gov- 
ern all of our actions, and ask him- 
self if it is really all that the pas- 
toral care of the people entrusted 
to him requires. 

With firm confidence that the 
merciful God will never fail to of- 
fer the help that human weakness 
calls for, let sacred ministers think 
over the offices and burdens they 
have assumed .by looking at St. 
John M. Vianney as if he were a 
mirror. “A terrible disaster strikes 
us Curés’—the holy man com- 
plained—“when our spirit grows 
lazy and careless”; he was refer- 
ring to the harmful attitude of 
those pastors who are not dis- 
turbed by the fact that many 


‘sheep committed to them are grow- 


ing filthy in the slavery of sin. If 
they want to imitate the Curé of 
Ars more closely, who was so “con- 
vineed that men should be loved, 
so that we can do good to them,” ” 
then let these priests ask them- 
selves what kind of love they have 
for those whom God has entrusted 











26 


to their care and for whom Christ 
has died! 

Because of human liberty and of 
events beyond all human control, 
the efforts of even the holiest of 
men will sometimes fail. But a 
priest ought to remember that in 
the mysterious counsels of Divine 
Providence, the eternal fate of 
many men is bound up with his 
pastoral interest and care and the 
example of his priestly life. Is not 
this thought powerful enough both 
to stir up the lackadaisical in an 
effective way and to urge on to 
greater efforts those who are al- 
ready zealous in the work of 
Christ? 


Preacher and catechist 


Because, as is recorded, “he was 
always ready to care for the needs 
of souls,” 8° St. John M. Vianney, 
good shepherd that he was, was 
also outstanding in offering his 
sheep an abundant supply of the 
food of Christian truth. Through- 
out his life, he preached and taught 
Catechism. 

The Council of Trent pronounced 
this to be a parish priest’s first and 
greatest duty and everyone knows 
what immense and constant labor 
John Vianney expended in order to 
be equal to carrying out this task. 
For he began his course of studies 
when he was already along in 
years, and he had great difficulty 
with it; and his first sermons to 
the people kept him up for whole 
nights on end. How much the min- 
isters of the word of God can find 


” Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 580, 
™ Cf. Archiv. Secret. Vat., v. 3897, p. 444. 
" Cf. ibid., v. 3897, p. 272. 
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here to imitate! For there are some 
who give up all effort at further 
study and then point too readily 
to his small fund of learning as an 
adequate excuse for themselves. 
They would be much better off if 
they would imitate the great per- 
severance of soul with which the 
Curé of Ars prepared himself to 
carry out this great ministry to 
the best of his abilities: which, as 
a matter of fact, were not quite as 
limited as is sometimes believed, 
for he had a clear mind and sound 
judgment.*! 


Obligation to learn 


Men in Sacred Orders should 
gain an adequate knowledge of hu- 
man affairs and a thorough knowl- 
edge of sacred doctrine that is in 
keeping with their respective posi- 
tions and their abilities. Would 
that all pastors of souls would ex- 
ert as much effort as the Curé of 
Ars did to overcome difficulties and 
obstacies in learning, to strength- 
en memory through practice, and 
especially to draw knowledge from 
the Cross of Our Lord, which is the 
greatest of all books. This is why 
his Bishop made this reply to some 
of his critics: “I do not know 
whether he is learned; but a heav- 
enly light shines in him.” ®? 


Model for preachers 


This is why Our predecessor of 
happy memory, Pius XII, was per- 
fectly right in not hesitating to 
offer this country Curé as a model 
for the preachers of the Holy City: 
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“The holy Curé of Ars had none of 
the natural gifts of a speaker that 
stand out in men like P. Segneri 
or B. Bossuet. But the clear, lofty, 
living thoughts of his mind were 
reflected in the sound of his voice 
and shone forth from his glance, 
and they came out in the form of 
ideas and images that were so apt 
and so well fitted to the thoughts 
and feelings of his listeners and so 
full of wit and charm that even St. 
Francis de Sales would have been 
struck with admiration. This is 
the kind of speaker who wins the 
souls of the faithful. A man who 
is filled with Christ will not find it 
hard to discover ways and means 
of bringing others to Christ.” ** 
These words give a wonderful 
picture of the Curé of Ars as a 
catechism teacher and as a preach- 
er. And when, towards the end of 
his life on earth, his voice was too 
weak to carry to his listeners, the 
sparkle and gleam of his eyes, his 
tears, his sighs of divine love, the 
bitter sorrow he evidenced when 
the mere concept of sin came to 
his mind, were enough to convert 
to a better way of life the faithful 


who surrounded his pulpit. How. 


could anyone help being moved 
deeply with a life so completely 
dedicated to Christ shining so 
clearly there before him? 

Up to the time of his blessed 
death, St. John M. Vianney held on 
tenaciously to his office of teaching 
the faithful committed to his care 
and the pious pilgrims who crowd- 


ed the church, by denouncing evil 
of every kind, in whatever guise it 
might appear, “in season, out of 
season” ** and, even more, by sub- 
limely raising souls to God; for “he 
preferred to show the beauties of 
virtue rather than the ugliness of 
vice.” §° For this humble priest un- 
derstood perfectly how great the 
dignity and sublimity of teaching 
the word of God really is. “Our 
Lord”’—he said—“who Himself is 
truth, has as much regard for His 
word as for His Body.” 


The obligation to teach 


So it is easy to realize what great 
joy it brought Our predecessors to 
point out an example like this to 
be imitated by those who guide the 
Christian people; for the proper 
and careful exercise of the teach- 
ing office by the clergy is of great 
importance. In speaking of this, 
St. Pius X had this to say: “We 
want especially to pursue this one 
point and to urge strongly that no 
priest has any more important duty 
or is bound by any stricter obliga- 
tion.” 8¢ 

And so once again We take this 
warning which Our predecessors 
have repeated over and over again 
and which has been inserted in the 
Code of Canon Law as well,®* and 
We issue it to you, Venerable 
Brethren, on the occasion of the 
solemn celebration of the centenary 
of the holy catechist and preacher 
of Ars. 

In this regard We wish to offer 


ws weg 3 ag of March 16, 1946: AAS 38 (1946) 186. 


“2 Tim. 4 
* Cf, Archiv. Secret. Vat., v. 227, p. 185 


* Encyclical Letter “Acerbo nimis,’ * Acta Pii X, Il, p. 75. 


* C.J.C. canons 1330-1332. 
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Our praise and encouragement to 
the studies that have been carefully 
and prudently carried on in many 
areas under your leadership and 
auspices, to improve the religious 
training of both youngsters and 
adults by presenting it in a variety 
of forms that are specially adapt- 
ed to local circumstances and 
needs. All of these efforts are use- 
ful; but on the occasion of this 
centenary, God wants to cast new 
light on the wonderful power of 
the apostolic spirit, that sweeps all 
in its path, as it is exemplified in 
this priest who throughout his life 
was a witness in word and deed 
for Christ nailed to the cross “not 
in the persuasive language devised 
by human wisdom, but in a man- 
ifestation of spiritual power.” §§ 


His ministry in the confessional . 


All that remains for Us to do is 
to recall at a little greater length 
the pastoral ministry of St. John 
M. Vianney, which was a kind of 
steady martyrdom for a long pe- 
riod of his life, and especially his 
administration of the sacrament of 
Penance, which calls for special 
praise for it brought forth the rich- 
est and most salutary fruits. 

“For almost fifteen hours each 
day, he lent a patient ear to peni- 
tents. This work began early in 
the morning and continued well on 
into the night.” §* And when he 
was completely worn out and 
broken five days before his death 


* 1 Cor. 2, 4. 
x Cf. oo Secret. Vat., v. 227, p. 18. 


° 


f. ibid. 
" Cf. Archiv. Secret. Vat., v. 227, p. 1018. 
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and had no strength left, the final 
penitents came to his bed. Toward 
the end of his life, the number of 
those who came to see him each 
year reached eighty thousand ac- 
cording to the accounts. 


His anguish over sins 


It is hard to imagine what pain 
and discomfort and bodily suffer- 
ings this man underwent as he sat 
to hear Confessions in the tribunal 
of Penance for what seemed like 
endless periods of time, especially 
if you recall how weakened he was 
by his fasts, mortifications, sick- 
nesses, vigils and lack of sleep. 

But he was bothered even more 
by a spiritual anguish that too! 
complete possession of him. Listen 
to his mournful cries: “So many 
crimes against God are com- 
mitted” — he said — “that they 
sometimes incline us to ask God to 
end this world! . . . You have to 
come to the town of Ars if you 
really want to learn what an in- 
finite multitude of serious sins 
there are. . . . Alas, we do not 
know what to do, we think that 
there is nothing else to do than 
weep and pray to God.” 

And this holy man could have 
added that he had taken on him- 
self more than his share of the ex- 
piation of these sins. For he told 
those who asked his advice in this 
regard: “I impose only a small 
penance on those who confess their 
sins properly; the rest I perform 
in their place.” 
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His concern for sinners 


St. John M. Vianney always had 
“poor sinners,” as he called them, 
in his mind and before his eyes, 
with the constant hope of seeing 
them turn back to God and weep 
for the sins they had committed. 
This was the object of all his 
thoughts and cares, and of the 
work that took up almost all his 
time and efforts.* 

From his experience in the tri- 
bunal of Penance, in which he 
loosed the bonds of sin, he under- 
stood just how much malice there 
is in sin and what terrible devasta- 
tion it wreaks in the souls of men. 
He used to paint it in hideous col- 
ors: “If we”’—he asserted—“had 
the faith to see a soul in mortal 
sin, we would die of fright.” 

But the sufferings of souls who 
have remained attached to their 
sins in hell did not add to the 
strength and vigor of his own sor- 
row and words as much as did the 
anguish he felt at the fact that 
divine love had been carelessly neg- 
“lected or violated by some offense. 
This stubbornness in sin and un- 
grateful disregard for God’s great 
goodness made rivers of tears flow 
from his eyes. “My friend’”—he 
said—“I am weeping because you 
are not.” 

And yet, what great kindness he 
displayed in devoting himself to 
restoring hope to the souls of re- 
pentant sinners! He spared no ef- 


* Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 18. 

* Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 290. 

™ Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 999. 

* Cf. ibid., v. 227, p. 978. 

* Cf. ibid., v. 3900, p. 1554. 
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fort to become a minister of divine 
mercy to them; and he described 
it as “like an overflowing river that 
carries all souls along with it’ * 
and throbs with a love greater 
than that of a mother, “for God is 
quicker to forgive than a mother 
to snatch her child from the fire.” 


The seriousness of confession 


Let the example of the Curé of 
Ars stir up those who are in 
charge of souls to be eager and 
well-prepared in devoting them- 
selves to this very serious work, 
for it is here most of all that divine 
mercy finally triumphs over human 
malice and that men have their sins 
wiped away and are reconciled to 
God. 

And let them also remember that 
Our predecessor of happy memory, 
Pius XII, expressed disapproval 
“in the strongest terms” of the 
opinion of those who have little 
use for frequent confession, where 
it is a matter of venial sins; the 
Supreme Pontiff said: ‘We par- 
ticularly recommend the pious 
practice of frequent confession, 
which the Church has introduced, 
under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, as a means of swifter daily 
progress along the road of vir- 
tue.” 9% 

Again, We have complete confi- 
dence that sacred ministers will be 
even more careful than others in 
faithfully observing the prescrip- 


™ Encyclical Letter “Mystici Corporis,” AAS 35 (1943) 235. 
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tions of Canon Law, which make 
the pious use of the Sacrament of 
Penance, which is so necessary for 
the attainment of sanctity, obliga- 
tory at certain specified times; and 
that they will treat those urgent 
exhortations which this same pred- 
ecessor of Ours made “with a 
sorrowful soul” on several occa- 
sions ® with the supreme venera- 
tion and obedience they deserve. 


Necessity of personal holiness 


As this Encyclical of Ours draws 
to a close, We want to assure you, 
Venerable Brethren, of the high 
hopes We have that these centen- 
ary celebrations will, with the help 
of God, lead to a deeper desire and 
more intensive efforts on the part 
of all priests to carry out their 
sacred ministry with more ardent 
zeal and especially to work to ful- 
fill “the first duty of priests, that 
is, the duty of becoming holy them- 
selves.” 10° 

When We gaze from this height 
of the Supreme Pontificate to 
which We have been raised by the 
secret counsels of Divine Provi- 
dence and turn Our mind to what 
souls are hoping for and expecting, 
or to the many areas of the earth 
that have not yet been brightened 
by the light of the Gospel, or last 
of all to the many needs of the 
Christian people, the figure of the 
priest is always before Our eyes. 

If there were no priests or if 
they were not doing their daily 


* C.J.C. canon 125, section 1. 
” Cf. Encyclical Letter “Mystici Corporis,” AAS 35 (1948) 285; Encyclical Letter 
Poy a AAS 389 (1947) 585; Apostolic Exhortation “Menti Nostrae,” AAS 
42 (19 3 
” Apostolic Exhortation “Menti Nostrae,” AAS 42 (1950) 677. 
1 Cf, Epistle “La ristorazione,” Acta Pii X, I, p. 257. 


work, what use would all these 
apostolic undertakings be, even 
those which seem best suited to the 
present age? Of what use would 
be the laymen who work so zeal- 
ously and generously to help in the 
activities of the apostolate? 

And so We do not hesitate to 
speak to all of these sacred minis- 
ters, whom We love so much and in 
whom the Church rests such great 
hopes — these priests — and urge 
them in the name of Jesus Christ 
from the depths of a father’s heart 
to be faithful in doing and giving 
all that the seriousness of their ec- 
clesiastical dignity requires of 
them. 

This appeal of Ours draws add- 
ed force from the wise and pru- 
dent words of St. Pius X: “Noth- 
ing is needed more to promote the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ in the 
world than the holiness of church- 
men, who should stand out above 
the faithful by their example, their 
words and their teaching.” 1° 

And this fits in perfectly with 
the words that. St. John M. Vian- 
ney addressed to his bishop: “If 
you want the whole diocese to be 
converted to God, then all of the 
Curés must become holy.” 


Help from Bishops 


And We especially want to com- 
mend’ these most beloved sons to 
you, Venerable Brethren, who bear 
the chief responsibility for the 
holiness of your clergy, so that you 

















——— 


~~ ee 





ENCYCLICAL 31 


will be careful to go to them and 
help them in the difficulties—some- 
times serious ones—that they face 
in their own lives or in carrying 
out their duties. 

What is there that cannot be ac- 
complished by a bishop who loves 
the clergy entrusted to his direc- 
tion, who is close to them, really 
knows them, takes great care of 
them and directs them in a firm but 
fatherly way? 

It is true that your pastoral care 
is supposed to extend to the whole 
diocese, but you should still take 
very special care of those who are 
in sacred orders, for they are your 
closest helpers in your work and 
are bound to you by many sacred 
ties. 


Help from the faithful 


On the occasion of this centen- 
ary celebration, We would also like 
to exhort paternally all of the faith- 
ful to offer constant prayers to 
God for their priests, so that each 
in his own way may help them at- 


*tain holiness. 


Those who are more fervent and 
devout are turning their eyes and 
their minds to the priest with a 
great deal of hope and expecta- 
tion. For, at a time when you find 
flourishing everywhere the power 
of money, the allure of pleasures 
of the senses, and too great an 
esteem for technical achievements, 
they want to see in him a man who 
speaks in the name of God, who is 
animated by a firm faith, and who 
gives no thought to himself, but 
burns with intense charity. 


™ Cf. Matt. 9, 37. 


So let them all realize that they 
can help sacred ministers a great 
deal to achieve this lofty goal, if 
only they will show due respect for 
priestly dignity, and have proper 
esteem for their pastoral office and 
its difficulties, and finally be even 
more zealous and active in offering 
to help them. 


A eall for vocations 


We cannot help turning our pa- 
ternal spirit in a special way to 
young people; We embrace them 
with a warm love and remind them 
that, in them, the Church rests 
great hopes for the years to come. 

The harvest indeed is great, but 
the laborers are few.1°? How many 
areas there are where the heralds 
of the Gospel truth are worn out 
by their labors and waiting eager- 
ly and longingly for those to come 
who will take their place! There 
are peoples who are languishing in 
a miserable hunger for heavenly 
food more than for earthly nour- 
ishment. Who will bring the heav- 
enly banquet of life and truth to 
them? 

We have complete confidence 
that the youngsters of our time 
will be as quick as those of times 
past to give a generous answer to 
the invitation of the Divine Mas- 
ter to provide for this vital need. 

Priests often find themselves in 
difficult circumstances. This is not 
surprising; for those who hate the 
Church always show their hostility 
by trying to harm and deceive her 
sacred ministers; as the Curé of 
Ars himself admitted, those who 
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want to overthrow religion always 
try in their hatred to strike at 
priests first of all. 

But even in the face of these 
serious difficulties, priests who are 
ardent in their devotion to God en- 
joy a real, sublime happiness from 
an awareness of their own posi- 
tion, for they know that they have 
veen called by the Divine Savior to 
offer their help in a most holy 
work, which will have an effect on 
the redemption of the souls of men 
and on the growth of the Mystical 
Body of Christ. So let Christian 
families consider it one of their 
most sublime privileges to give 
priests to the Church; and so let 
them offer their sons to the sacred 
ministry with joy and gratitude. 


Lourdes and Ars 


There is no need to dwell on this 
point, Venerable Brothers, since 
what We are urging is very close 
to your own hearts. For We are 
sure that you understand perfectly 
Our interest in these things and 
the forceful expression We are giv- 
ing to it, and that you share it. 
For the present, We commit this 
matter of immense importance, 
closely bound up with the salvation 
of many souls, to the intercession 
of St. John M. Vianney. 

We also turn Our eyes to the 
Mother of God, immaculate from 
the very beginning. Shortly before 
the Curé of Ars, filled with 
heavenly merits, completed his 
long life, she appeared in another 
part of France to an innocent and 
humble girl, and through her, in- 


™ Cf. Archiv. Secret. Vat., v. 227, p. 90. 


vited men with a mother’s insist- 
ence to devote themselves to pray- 
ers and Christian penance; this 
majestic voice is still striking home 
to souls a century later, and echo- 
ing far and wide almost endlessly. 

The things that were done and 
said by this holy priest, who was 
raised to the honors of the Heaven- 
ly Saints and whose 100th anniver- 
sary We are commemorating, cast 
a kind of heavenly light beforehand 
over the supernatural truths which 
were made known to the innocent 
girl at the grotto of Lourdes. For 
this man had such great devotion 
to the Immaculate Conception of 
the Virgin Mother of God that in 
1836 he dedicated his parish 
church to Mary Conceived With- 
out Sin and greeted the infallible 
definition of this truth as Catholic 
dogma in 1854 with the greatest 
joy and reverence.?% 

So there is good reason for Us 
to link together this double cen- 
tenary, of Lourdes and of Ars, as 
We give proper thanks to the most 
high God: each supplements the 
other, and each does honor to a 
nation We love very much and 
which can boast of having both of 
these most holy places in its 
bosom. 

Mindful of the many benefits 
that have been received, and trust- 
ing confidently that still more will 
come to Us and to the whole 
Church, We borrow the prayer that 
sounded so often on the lips of the 
Curé of Ars: “Blessed be the most 
holy and immaculate conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother 
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of God. May all nations praise, all 
lands invoke and preach your Im- 
maculate Heart!” 1% 

Confident that this centennial 
celebration of St. John M. Vianney 
throughout the world will stir up 
the pious zeal of priests and of 
those whom God is calling to take 
up the priesthood, and will make 
all the faithful even more active 
and interested in supplying the 
things that are needed for priests’ 


1 Cf, ibid., v. 227, p. 1021. 


life and work, with all Our heart 
We impart the Apostolic Blessing 
to each and every one of them, 
and especially to you, Venerable 
Brethren, as a consoling pledge of 
heavenly graces and of Our good 
will. 
Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, on 
August 1, 1959, the first year of 
Our Pontificate. 

Ioannes PP. XXIII 








Plight of the Refugees 


A Radio Broadcast of Pope John XXIll in Behalf 
of the World Refugee Year 


Nous apprenons 


E LEARN with deep satis- 

faction that the United Na- 

tions plans a world-wide 
Refugee Year, to begin June, 1959, 
and to end June, 1960. We whole- 
heartedly lend the moral support 
of Our encouragement to this noble 
effort. 

The lot of those who live exiled 
far from their fatherland has al- 
ways attracted the maternal solici- 
tude of the Catholic Church in a 
very special way, for she cannot 
forget the words of Christ, her 
divine founder: “I was a stranger 
and you took me in; naked and you 
covered me...I was in prison and 
you came to me” (Matt. 25, 35-36). 


Pitiful spectacle 


As everyone knows, hundreds of 
thousands of refugees are, for var- 
ious reasons, victims of the turmoil 
of recent years, and are still detain- 
ed in camps, housed in huts, hum- 
bled in their dignity as men, and 
exposed at times to circumstances 
provocative of severe temptations 
of discouragement and despair. 

What generous man can remain 
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indifferent to the spectacle of so 
many men, women, and even chil- 
dren being deprived of some of 
their most basic human rights, 
through no fault of their own; of 
families disbanded against their 
will, husbands separated from 
their wives, and children kept far 
from their parents . . .1 What a 
pitiful anomaly for modern society, 
so proud of its technical and social 
progress! Every individual is duty 
bound to become aware of this sit- 
uation and to do what he can to 
abolish it. 


Papal aid 


What is there that was not done 
for the refugees of World War I 
by Benedict XV, whose generous 
heart was so keenly sensitive to 
human distress? Then, in his turn, 
what is there that Our immediate 
Predecessor, Pius XII, did not do 
for refugees during the last war? 
For he too was extremely compas- 
sionate toward human suffering 
and sensitive to every breach of 
natural law! How many times did 
not the Holy See intervene on an 
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international plane! What efforts 
did not the Holy See make and what 
assistance of all kinds came from 
- Vatican City during those tragic 
years! We Ourselves were a deeply 
moved witness and an instrument 
for some of this work, which 
achieved such a variety of good re- 
sults. 


An exhortation to Catholics 


Called to inherit this precious 
legacy of charity and of defense of 
the poor, which is one of the most 
beautiful jewels of the Catholic 
Church, We, in Our turn, raise Our 
voice in behalf of refugees and pa- 
ternally exhort Our sons in every 
corner of the world to work gen- 
erously and diligently for the suc- 
cess of this world-wide Refugee 
Year. It is a Year which is in- 
spired by noble and disinterested 
intentions and We are pleased to 
render homage to it. 

Let all then strive, according to 
their ability, to improve the lot of 
their unfortunate brothers, mind- 
ful of the fact that their attachment 
to the Church and to Christ has in 
many a case not been unrelated to. 
their present trials. And should 
one or the other—which God forbid 
—be tempted to close his heart to 
this appeal, let him remember the 
grave warning of Our Predecessor: 
“Ought not you who remain indif- 
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ferent to the anguishes of the refu- 
gee, who is wandering about with- 
out a roof over his head, consider 
yourselves responsible for him; for 
his miserable lot today may well be 
yours tomorrow?” (Pius XII, 1950 
Christmas Message, AAS 43 
[1951] p. 56) 

We especially exhort pastors of 
souls to call the attention of their 
faithful to this invitation by divine 
Providence to manifest their senti- 
ments of Christian charity. 


Need for state aid 


Since private initiative is pow- 
erless of itself to resolve prob- 
lems of this amplitude, We are con- 
fident that public authority will, 
during this year, be interested in 
further pursuing and intensifying 
the efforts which have so laudably 
been begun in this field. Important 
results, We know, have already 
been accomplished on an interna- 
tional scale, notably the formula- 
tion and adoption by a rather con- 
siderable number of States of the 
Convention of 1951 regarding the 
Statute of Refugees. May these 
States, and others following their 
lead, open their frontiers ever more 
generously and work with dispatch 
for the human and social redistri- 
bution of so many unfortunate 
people. May these latter soon enjoy 
what they so ardently desire, name- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, June 


30-July 1, 1959. French text. Translation 


prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Paul J. Oligny, O.F.M., St. Bonaventure 


University. 


This address was delivered over Vatican Radio at the beginning of the World 
Refugee Year sponsored by the United Nations. 
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ly, a respectable existence in the 
country that hospitably adopts 
them and the peaceful enjoyment 
of their personal and family rights. 

‘On all those individuals and 
groups who will hasten the fulfill- 
ment of this very desirable goal by 





working in some way—as We shall 
do according to Our means—for 
the success of the world-wide Refu- 
gee Year, We lovingly invoke the 
protection and the special favors 
of the all powerful and merciful 
God. 


1 The three periods are in the original Italian text.—Ed. 

















The North American College in Rome 


An Address of Pope John XXill at the Celebration of the Centenary 
of the North American College in Rome 


Plures easque 


NERABLE Brethren and be- 
loved children! This sacred 
day, dedicated to Mary, Most 

Holy Mother of God, seems to be 
smiling on Us, and has brought Us 
many causes for holy joy: Our first 
act this morning was to offer the 
Eucharist to God in the magnificent 
surroundings of St. Peter’s, in the 
presence of missionaries, to whom 
We handed the effigies of the Cru- 
cified Redeemer; now We have 
come to see this North American 
Pontifical College and to speak to 
you, Venerable brethren and be- 
loved sons! 

Today you are celebrating the 
centenary of the auspicious foun- 
dation of this sacred college. Many 
of you flew here from your country 
to attend this solemn celebration 
and to join the faculty and stu- 
dents of the college in thanking 
God for a century of well-being. 
You came to express freely the 
pious joy in your hearts and in the 
hearts of the hierarchy, priests, 
and Catholic people of your nation, 


. 
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who, although separated from Us 
by such an enormous distance, We 
feel are close to Our heart in a 
spirit of ardent charity. 


Affection for America 


It was with the utmost pleasure 
that We hastened to you, anxious 
to share in your rejoicing, and We 
embrace you, as it were, in a fa- 
therly expression of congratula- 
tion, to signify to all of you how 
great and strong is the love which 
the Holy See harbors toward your 
nation and in particular the hier- 
archy and the whole body of 
Catholics 

That is the main reason why We 
entered this house, whose tall build- 
ings rise, spacious and beautifully 
appointed, on the Janiculum Hill, 
in sight of the lofty Vatican dome. 
And Our joyful heart recalls the 
happy day six years ago on which 
Our predecessor, Pius XII, sol- 
emnly inaugurated this building 
and dedicated its chapel with a 
propitiatory prayer, and then de- 
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livered an address full of extra- 
ordinary learning and pastoral so- 
licitude. 

Indeed, at the time of Our Vene- 
tian Patriarchate We used to read 
in the daily papers with the great- 
est interest about the magnificent 
celebrations which were then tak- 
ing place; now, however, God has 
granted Us the pleasure of cele- 
brating with you, at the beginning 
of Our Pontificate, the first hun- 
dred years which have elapsed 
from the foundation of this college. 


Interest of earlier popes 


During the past hundred years 
there have been many visible signs 
of the interest and love which the 
Roman Pontiffs have shown to this 
college; nor did it happen without 
a special design of God’s provi- 
dence that this same college was 
honored by the favors of the 
Blessed Virgin, Mary Immaculate. 
The sweet image of the Mother of 
God, which smiles at the students 
from a painting in the chapel, 
brings back to everyone’s memory, 
and will do so forever, the time 
when the intention to found the 
college was disclosed to Pius IX 
of immortal memory and approved 
by him. For he had proclaimed 
Mary August Queen with solemn 


rites only a few days before. 

Our predecessor then arranged 
for the purchase and furnishing of 
a building suitable for your college, 
and, less than two months from the 
day it had been opened to receive 
its first students, he inspected the 
sacred seminary with paternal so- 
licitude, and therein offered the 
Sacrifice of the Eucharist. 

Leo XIII of immortal memory, 
by means of an Apostolic Letter, 
whose title “Ubi Primum’” offered 
a clear proof of zealous care 
and special benevolence, conferred 
upon the college the name “Pon- 
tificium,” so that from this title it 
would be evident that the college 
was very close to the hearts of the 
Roman Pontiffs. 

With equally warm interest Our 
predecessor, Pius XI, decided to 
create a special “committee of 
bishops” in your nation, in order to 
take increasingly better care of the 
interests of the college. 

We do not have sufficient time, 
just now, to enumerate all such 
indications of benevolence, from the 
auspicious birth of the college to 
the recent erection of this new dwell- 
ing, which in itself is evidence of 
a happy foresight, for the old house 
can now be assigned to newly or- 
dained priests and others who de- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, October 12-13, 1959. Latin and English text. 
Translation prepared for The Pope Speaks by Louciana G. M. Rose. 

This address was delivered in the chapel of the North American College in Rome 
to more than 2,000 people, including over 300 U. S. priests. 

The Pope spoke at length in Latin and then gave a resume in English, his first pub- 
lic talk in that language. We have indicated in a footnote where the English 
language section begins. 
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sire to attain a more perfect knowl- 
edge of the sacred disciplines. 


Growth of the college 


Venerable Brethren and beloved 
sons! While joyfully reminiscing, 
We give thanks, from the bottom 
of Our heart, to Almighty God, 
Who, with the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Immaculate as intercessor, 
strengthens human plans with di- 
vine help. Great indeed was the 
heavenly bounty which caused the 
college to grow in every way after 
its foundation! The small num- 
ber of students, thirteen at the 
start, became legions, resplendent 
armies of priests, who joyfully ce- 
lebrated the peaceful triumphs of 
the Church in your noble coun- 
try. Many of them wore the splen- 
dor of the Roman purple, many 
were adorned with the episcopal 
dignity, and each one of them who 
held office carried out his particu- 
lar functions in a worthy and 
laudable manner. 


Progress of Church in America 


Moreover, the growth of the col- 
lege mirrors in a wonderful way 
the progress of Catholicism in your 
country: a hundred years ago the 
constitution of the Church in the 
cities of the United States was or- 
ganized in the same way as for 
mission areas, and not every dio- 
cese was yet strong enough to es- 
tablish and support its own sem- 
inary. However, with the passing 
of time, the cause of Catholicism 
gradually and steadily progressed, 


* Matt. 13, 32. 
* 2 Cor. 9, 7-8. 
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like that mustard seed which “be- 
comes a tree, so that the birds of 
the air come and dwell in its 
branches.” } 

Indeed, your dioceses flourished, 
and still flourish, with all kinds of 
developments. We might mention, 
among many noteworthy things, 
secular institutes, Catholic schools 
and universities, charities of all 
kinds, and social action. 

Nor can I pass up in silence that 
remarkable devotion to prayer, 
which has wonderfully flourished 
in your country, evidenced particu- 
larly in the orders of monks, every- 
where outstanding in their ex- 
ample. This gives Us cause for 
great rejoicing and hope, for it 
shows that there are numerous 
Catholic men among you who are 
especially rich in their judgment 
and ardent love of God. 


Charity of American Catholics 


Your charity hardly ever rests 
within the boundaries of your 
country, and you, “cheerful giv- 
ers,” alleviate the needs of prac- 
tically the whole world through 
countless projects and munificent 
aid. There is no doubt of the fact 
that “God is able to make all grace 
abound in you, so that always hav- 
ing ample means, you may abound 
in every good work.” 2 


Education of seminarians 


In first place among your good 
works, however, must be counted 
your concern with the education 
of seminarians: these twin build- 
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ings in Rome are a most admirable 
memorial of that concern. In fact, 
by building this new college, fur- 
nished with the equipment required 
for an arts and sciences school, 
and by assigning the old building 
to priestly studies, you plainly 
showed your preference for, and 
warm interest in, the proper for- 
mation of God’s ministers. And 
rightly so! Indeed, this work and 
this resolution are of the first im- 
portance among other praise- 
worthy works and_ resolutions, 
aimed at establishing and further- 
ing the kingdom of God. 

How great is the dignity of 
priests, how great their virtue and 
effectiveness! As We already 
wrote in Our Encyclical Letter en- 
titled “Sacerdotti Nostri Primor- 
dia,” * the image of the priest is 
constantly before Our eyes. If the 
priest is found wanting, or his 
daily works are inadequate, of 
what ultimate avail will all apos- 
tolic undertakings be, even those 
which appear to be the best suited 
to our present times? 

Therefore, since much is re- 
quired today from the priest by the 
Church, absolutely nothing may be 
neglected which is conducive to an 
improvement in their instruction 
every where. 


Value of residence in Rome 


Furthermore, by founding this 
sacred college, you showed that you 
wanted to create priests steeped in 
the atmosphere of a Roman insti- 


tution: priests, We say, who, living 
in the Foster City, the fountain- 
head of Catholicism, continuously 
drink from its waters of virtue and 
strength. 

In this city, as Our predecessor 
St. Leo the Great states, a power 
was created by God “whose growth 
is carried to such a prodigious ex- 
tent that the whole of mankind can 
be considered as its close neigh- 
bor.” * In it still remain to this 
day laws, customs, and magnifi- 
cent traces of the Romans. Above 
all, in it to this day the faith of 
Peter holds the Holy Church to- 
gether; in it shine the tombs of 
the martyrs, who “gloriously shed 
their blood for God.” 5 

As regards the residence in 
Rome of the students for the priest- 
hood—and just at the age when 
the seeds of future virtues are 
sown in the greatest abundance— 
there is no doubt that their minds 
and souls are directed not only to- 
ward a perfect cultivation of that 
humanism on which this city 
thrived in an exemplary manner, 
but also, first and foremost, toward 
a full understanding of the Church, 
in which genuine priestly dignity 
is nourished. 


A hopeful future 


This past century is an excellent 
example of how faithfully this city 
gave you hospitality and how zeal- 
ously it influenced you: and this 
college, which you decided to make 
so fitting and so splendid, with so 


* AAS 51 (1959) 575-76; TPS (Winter 1959-60) v. 6, no. 1, p. 31. 


* Sermo 82, ML 54, 423. 


* Roman Breviary: Responsory in the Common for Several Martyrs. 
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much industry and labor, will al- 
ways be a public monument to your 
generosity and devotion. 

Moreover, when these young men 
return to their native country after 
their ordination, they will be a 
happy leaven of fruitfulness, which 
will invigorate a whole population ; 
they will apply themselves to their 
duties zealously and well, and will 
immediately begin carefully to cul- 
tivate and nurture the seeds of new 
vocations, which will follow in 
their footsteps. 

This warrants Our joyful hope 
that the Holy Church is about to 
experience an auspicious growth in 
your country, and will more and 
more be an occasion for praise. 


An exhortation 


Lastly, We paternally exhort 
you, dear students, to fulfill the 
high hopes placed in your virtues 
as diligently and faithfully as pos- 
sible. In order that this may come 
to pass, it is necessary that “an 
ardent desire to grow in virtue, a 
love of discipline, labor of repent- 
ance, and prompt obedience” ® 
guard you daily; that you apply. 
yourselves vigorously to preparing 
for your future duties (in which 
you certainly cannot persevere 
fruitfully without the grace of 
God) ; that the appearance and sub- 
stance of lofty virtue illumine your 
minds and fire your hearts, so that, 
after your education in this noble 
city of Rome, near the Chair of the 
Prince of the Apostles, you may 


* The Imitation of Christ, I, 28, 4. 


furnish all the examples of holi- 
ness and zeal which are joyfully 
expected of you. 

We entreat the Almighty God 
with the humble prayer that, just 
as the college found such favor dur- 
ing the previous century, by the 
same token may it endure, be sup- 
ported, and prosper in the future; 
and We express Our heartfelt 
wishes that this day, on which you 
rejoice at having made the progress 
you desired during this past cen- 
tury, may bring new strength to all 
of you, so that, happily and tire- 
lessly advancing from here, you 
may prepare for yourselves more 
plentiful causes for rejoicing in the 
future. 

To confirm abundantly Our pa- 
ternal good wishes and to express 
to you again and again Our be- 
nevolence and love, We affection- 
ately impart Our Apostolic Bless- 
ing to you, Venerable Brethren and 
beloved sons, whom We see before 
Us on this happy occasion, and to 
all faculty members and students 
of the college, to those who are al- 
ready laboring in God’s fields, and 
to your whole nation, most dear to 
Us.” 


Some words in English 

And now, repeating the thoughts 
expressed in Latin, We wish to tell 
you in your own language of the 
pleasure it gives Us to be able to 
share with you the joy of this 
happy occasion. 

On the feast of St. Francis of 


"After this sentence and to the end of his discourse the Holy Father spoke in 


English —Ed. 
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Sales in 1860, a few weeks after 
the opening of the first school-year 
in the North American College, 
then in Via dell’Umilita, the Holy 
Father Pope Pius IX celebrated 
Mass for the first group of students 
who had arrived in Rome. That 
event was not as solemn as the visit 
of the late Pope Pius XII six years 
ago, when he inaugurated the new 
College here on Janiculum Hill. 

Following in the steps of Pius 
IX, whose memory We like to re- 
call, and with the same benevo- 
lence cherished by him and by all 
his successors up until Pius XII, 
here We are rejoicing in the solem- 
nity of this day. 

But Our visit to this beautiful 
edifice is not merely an evidence of 
Our participation in the College 
Centenary: We intend it also to be 
a manifestation of the warm affec- 
tion which We cherish for your 
country, and especially for its 
Hierarchy, priests and Catholic 
people. 

We have always admired the 
vigorous faith of Our American 
children, and particularly their un- 
selfish devotion to the cause of 
charity. The flourishing condition 
of the Church in your great coun- 
try, despite its youthfulness, is a 
splendid example of what loyal col- 
laboration between zealous bishops 
and pastors, and a devoted people, 
can achieve under God’s benign 
providence. 

During these 100 years, the 
North American College has kept 
pace with the growth and progress 
of the Church at home. We render 


heartfelt thanks to Almighty God 
for the manifold benefits bestowed 
upon it, and for the copious spiri- 
tual fruits which have crowned the 
priestly ministry of its alumni. 

In token of Our paternal inter- 
est in the College and its important 
work; in token also of Our affec- 
tion for the entire American Na- 
tion so dear to Us; and in pledge 
of abiding divine assistance We 
cordially impart to you, Venerable 
Brothers and beloved sons assem- 
bled here in Our presence, and to 
the Superiors, alumni and students 
of the College, Our paternal apos- 
tolic benediction. 


The cause of Mother Seton 


To complete Our satisfaction and 
to add to your joy, We have pleas- 
ure in communicating a news item 
which—We are aware—will bring 
much consolation to all Our chil- 
dren of America. It concerns that 
flower of American piety, Mother 
Elizabeth Seton. As a _ gesture 
towards the American Hierarchy 
visiting Rome for the College 
Centenary: as a result of Our 
special interest and of the good- 
will of the Cardinal Prefect and 
of the members of the compe- 
tent Commission: at the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, the cause of 
Mother Elizabeth Seton has al- 
ready passed the “anteprepara- 
tory” stage, and consequently, 


there is reason to hope that in a 
relatively short time the Cause 
may pass through the remaining 
stages and be brought to happy 
conclusion. 




















Recent and Interesting... 


messages of Pope John XXIII which could 
not be included in this issue... 
highlighted for your information 

pending possible publication in full .. . 


Precepts for the Catholic Press 


A Précis: We welcome the staff of the Italian Catholic daily, L’avvenire 
d'Italia. While all Our children are dear to Us, We feel very close 
to those who publicly defend the Faith. We wish now to discuss some 
teachings of the Church on the subject of the Catholic press. A Catholic 
newspaper should have a positive editorial policy. It must interpret the 
changing problems of the age by eternal standards of truth. It should 
have an attractive, lucid style, marked by charity and restraint. It must 
not try to imitate the sensational techniques of certain elements in the 
public press, but should aim at making truth, goodness, and beauty 
attractive to readers. It must do its part in the general Christian task of 
bringing the word of God to everyone. Like the cherubim in the Book of 
Ezekiel, go straight forward without turning back; aim for Christian 
progress. October 18, 1959. 


The Encyclical, Princeps Pastorum 


A Précis: We wish to speak of the needs and hopes of mission areas. 
There has been a happy growth of local hierarchy and clergy in mission 
areas but more vocations must be sought. The local clergy and mis- 
sionaries from other countries should work together in harmony. Good 
formation of the local clergy is very necessary and We urge that local 
priests be ciiosen to direct the spiritual formation of seminarians. 

Future priests should be prepared for the environment in which they 
will work. A spirit of initiative and responsibility must be inculcated 
in the native seminarian so that he can quickly assume all duties of 
the ministry in equal measure with the foreign clergy. Courses in 
missiology should train the future priests in local cultural values and 
thinking. They should also be trained to work with the educated classes 
and to develop the Catholic press. Social and charitable works are to 
be founded but not at the expense of the ministry of teaching, sanctifi- 
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cation, and salvation. The native clergy should not be excessively con- 
cerned with their country’s political aspirations. 

The goal in mission territories is not mere quantity of conversions but 
Christians formed to assume responsibility in the life of the Church. 
Active participation in the liturgy will contribute to the Christian life 
of the community. Every Christian should be educated to help spread 
the reign of God on earth. Catechists should be given a sound forma- 
tion. Laymen in Catholic Action must adapt to local needs. Their lay 
leaders require intellectual and moral formation in Christian schools, 
as well as direct training in the apostolate. In public life the Catholic 
laity of mission countries can have a good influence in education, 
social aid, labor, politics. Foreign lay missionaries are of great help 
to the native clergy and laity. We ask all lay Catholics everywhere to 
help their new brothers, by advice and technical assistance, even with- 
out leaving their own lands. Spiritual help should be given to young 


Catholics from mission lands who come into your dioceses to study. 
November 28, 1959. 


The Benedictines 


A Précis: We greet all Benedictines here present and everywhere. 
History shows all you have done for the Church. Prayer and work 
are your precepts. By prayer especially you can help others to salvation. 
In contrast to the indifference and worldliness of so many today, you 
love God intensely, contemplate Him, and praise Him unceasingly. Be- 
sides praying you do a variety of noble works. Your order adapts to 
circumstances but pursues a single, charitable good, under the light 
of your Rule. We urge you to unity of purpose, with a readiness to 
adapt your apostolate to the demands of the times. Your labors and 
decisions have Our good wishes and prayers. September 26, 1959. 


The F.A.O. at Work 


A Précis: We welcome you, delegates of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization. We are grateful to those who, like you, work for the 
good of humanity. The Church is vitally interested in the F.A.O., 
whose activity is a world-wide work of mercy. We thank God that it 
was possible for an undertaking like yours to be organized in the 
aftermath of a bloody war. In the post-war years responsible authori- 
ties have been aware of the great difference in standards of living among 
nations. Their actions have culminated in organizations like the F.A.O. 
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Your organization has a wisely realistic, yet serenely optimistic spirit. 
The Church esteems your practicality, disinterested service, and faith 
in the possibility of solving great human problems. Your activities will 
raise the standard of living among agricultural peoples. Born in a 
country home, We shall never forget the hardships uf those who work 
the land. To contribute a little more comfort to those who provide 
bread for others is deserving of praise. Humanity is trying to find from 
what side true peace will come. Political solutions seem uncertain but 
those who promote generous giving between nations may well be laying 
out the safest paths to union and peace among men. November 11, 1959. 


The Law and Freedom of the Press 


A Précis: Catholic jurists of Italy gathered here, the term “jurist” 
signifies a person of high intellectual and moral quality, who applies 
Divine Law to a variety of cases and also deduces sanctions from it. 
The theme of your convention is “Freedom of the Press in the Juridical 
Order,” a crucial point in society today. Recalling the wholesome en- 
vironment of Our youth, how can We be indifferent to publications that 
poison the minds of the young and the innocent? We submit to every- 
one concerned three points for consideration. 

1) A clear conscience is necessary. The right to truth and to an ob- 
jective moral norm is above every other right. Freedom of the press 
must conform in this matter to the divine laws, reflected in human laws, 
It is not lawful for any part of the press to harm the moral well-being 
of mankind. . 

2) This clear conscience calls for due limitations on the press, which 
should be imposed on such things as destroy the innocence of the young. 
It is not love of truth or culture that guides some publications, but 
unhealthy passions, a liking for notoriety and an inordinate desire for 
gain. Certain matters which are too delicate or incite to vice should 
not be made public. 


3) There must be clearcut positions and a positive program. Cath- 
olics must not fear to disapprove publications that do not conform to 
proper norms. They should use every means to bring this sector of the 
press toward a human, civilized discipline. As Pius XII said, one would 
legalize licentiousness if he were to allow the press to undermine the 
religious and moral foundations of life. Your meeting should try to 
enlighten and convince in these questions. Your sense of responsibility 
should make you act quickly and well. December 8, 1959. 
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The Sacred Roman Rota 


A Précis: We greet all members of the Sacred Roman Rota. Our 
predecessor Pope John XXII gave your tribunal its autonomy and 
other Pontiffs have established its regulations and procedures. Your 
competence reassures Us. The importance of the Rota is shown by the 
quantity and quality of its work in the past. Your actions are marked 
by impartial dedication to justice, regardless of the wealth, rank, or 
prestige of the appellants. Above all and quite naturally you safeguard 
the holiness and indissolubility of marriage and protect the rights of 
the human person. May the Lord enlighten you in your work and so 
bring continuous spiritual gain to the Church. October 20, 1959. 


The Crucifix and the Missionary 


A Précis: Beloved missionaries, giving you the crucifixes was like a 
final act consecrating you to your apostolate, in which you will remain 
serene through the years to come. We learned much about missionary 
work in Our own efforts in the Propagation of the Faith in Rome. The 
Church awaits the harvest from your work. Defying persecution, mis- 
sionaries have contributed greatly to the elevation of mankind. The 
Church has the mandate to unite all peoples into a single family, regard- 
less of obstacles. Christ on the Cross will show you the road to follow 
to save the world: a road beset by toil, sorrow, evil snares, threats, 
persecutions. Remain close to the Pope. He as well as all Christians 
will support you in your struggles. May Christ on the Cross protect 
and sustain you as you spread His blessed name throughout the world. 
October 11, 1959. 


Three Hundred Years in Canada 


A Précis: We are pleased that you Bishops of Canada are celebrating 
the third centenary of your hierarchical establishment. The consecra- 
tion of Francois Montmorency-Laval in 1658 began the succession of 
your Bishops. His ministry and those of his successors in the episco- 
pate have been active and fruitful. May Canada’s Bishops be increas- 
ingly vigilant against the threat of error and deceit, and move their 
people by word and example to ever higher and ever more worthy 
undertakings. Avoiding the ways of materialism and blind pride, Ca- 
nadian Christians follow the true path toward the things of heaven. 
We invoke on you the patronage of Mary and impart Our apostolic 
blessing. August 25, 1959. 
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The Military Chaplain 


An Address of Pope John XXill to Retired 
Military Chaplains of Italy 


Vi esprimiamo anzitutto 


ELOVED SONS of the Na- 
tional Association of Military 
Chaplains, now on leave, the 

first thing We want to do is to let 
you know what a deep consolation 
it is for Us to fulfill your request 
for an audience and to meet you 
here today, under the leadership of 
Our venerable Brother, the Mili- 
tary Ordinary for Italy. 

Our joy is very great and—per- 
mit Us to say it—it stirs Us deeply 
to receive you in a very special way. 


Pilgrims to Lourdes 


The very way 
planned this audience to take place, 
as a friendly gathering here in the 
Vatican Gardens, tells you what 
place you hold in Our heart. And 
We have -received you here, close 
by an almost exact reproduction of 
the Grotto of Massabielle, to point 
up the well-deserved approval that 
We want to bestow on the annual 
pilgrimage that you and the Veter- 
ans who go with you are about to 
make to Lourdes, and also as a sign 
that We are entrusting the resolu- 


in which We 
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tions and proposals of your meet- 
ing to the watchful care and bless-: 
ing of Mary Most Holy. 


Some personal memories 


At this moment, the unforget- 
table and profoundly human mem- 
ories of Our own experiences of 
military life are flooding back into 
Our mind, keener than ever, stir- 
ring up the emotions and consola- 
tions We experienced in those far- 
off days when We served first of all 
as a simple soldier and later on as 
a priest in the midst of such frank 
and earnest youngsters. We have 
no intention of going back over 
those two periods of Our life; they 
have attracted a great deal of at- 
tention in the newspapers and have 
become encrusted with a bit of 
legend in the process, and We have 
referred to them Ourselves on 
other occasions; but they taught 
Us so much that We would like to 
offer you a few of those lessons 
now for your own use and as a pa- 
ternal exhortation. 
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A year of service 


The year of voluntary service at 
the age of twenty was a particu- 
larly useful and fruitful one for Us, 
for it afforded Us a very broad ac- 
quaintance with people from all 
classes and positions in life, and 
thus offered Us a wonderful oppor- 
tunity to learn more and more 
about human nature. This in turn 
was a priceless benefit for Our 
preparation for the priestly min- 
istry. You are well aware that 
living in close contact with men for 
months on end, sharing their feel- 
ings and experiences, facing dan- 
gers with them each day and see- 
ing their generosity, all this helps 
you to discover more and more 
depth in the people around you: in 
their expressions of faith, of trust 
in God, of abandonment in prayer, 
of calm resignation. This kind of 
mutual acquaintanceship leads men 
to speak to the priest, to develop an 
esteem for his ministry, to entrust 
their deepest confidences to him, 
and to receive encouragement, ex- 
hortation and pardon from him in 
return. 

It is a period of spiritual en- 
richment, to which are added the 
constructive accomplishments of 
military discipline, which develops 
character, forms wills and trains 


them in sacrifice, self-control and 
obedience. 

This varied experience of real 
military service as recruits and 
soldiers that several of you have 
enjoyed has certainly offered you 
great possibilities for doing much 
good, for being an example to of- 
ficers and soldiers, for gaining 
their confidence ; and you know how 
the links that are forged in time of 
youth remain unbroken for the rest 
of your life. 

What a motive for thanking the 
Lord, who has called us to His 
service and given all of us an op- 
portunity to give testimony to Him 
from our earliest years and to sow 
the good seed of His grace and of 
His word, and the sweet aroma of 
His love among souls, even at the 
most trying times! 


Hospital chaplain 


Our service as a chaplain in the 
hospitals during wartime is some- 
thing We will never forget. It 
made Us feel the universal longing 
for that supreme good of humanity, 
peace, that echoed in the groans of 
the sick and the wounded. Then 
more than ever before—and the 
same is true of the later period 
when We were serving as the in- 
strument of the tireless charity of 
Our predecessor of venerated mem- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, June 13, 1959. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

This address was delivered by Pope John to a group of retired Italian army 
chaplains during an outdoor audience held in the Vatican Gardens. The Holy 
Father was a soldier and a chaplain in World War | and this address draws 
heavily upon his personal experiences. 
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ory in the nations to which We had 
been sent as representative of the 
Apostolic See during the last world 
conflict—We felt how deeply rooted 
the longing for peace is in man 
and especially in someone like a 
soldier who trusts that he is laying 
the groundwork for the future 
through his personal sacrifice 
which may, in many cases, reach 
the point of the supreme sacrifice 
of his life. 

This teaching, which is the 
sharpest warning that wars have 
given to the world, makes military 
chaplains men of peace, whose 
mere presence brings serenity to 
souls. They are, as a matter of 
fact, ministers of that Jesus who 
has given peace to the world, and 
they bring the seal of this peace to 
consciences through the Sacra- 
ments which they administer. And 
here military chaplains, who carry 
on a most delicate ministry of 
peace and of love amid conditions 
that are often difficult and arduous, 
can find another reason for thank- 
ing Providence and for making 
themselves ever more worthy of 
the work that God entrusts to each 
of them with full paternal conf+ 
dence. 


The chaplain’s apostolate 


Last of all, Our memories and 
experiences of military life paint a 
beautiful picture before Our mind’s 
eye of the military chaplain as a 
man who represents a new and 
most precious aspect of the modern 
apostolate. 

In the many different areas 
whose spiritual care is entrusted to 
them, the chaplains of yesterday 
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and of today are faced with a new 
and immense possibility for good, 
one to which the Church attaches 
great importance. They are setting 
out to reach countless legions of 
strong and vigorous young souls 
that are sometimes exposed to 
great spiritual dangers; they seek 
to point those souls in the right 
direction and train them to do what 
is good. This is what you have 
done in the past, and this is what 
your youngest fellow-chaplains are 
doing today, under the watchful 
care of the Ordinariate, which is 
doing all it can to prepare them 
adequately for the serious respon- 
sibilities that await them. 


The true basis 
of effectiveness 


We are talking this way to you, 
because we understand each other, 
and because We want you older 
men to pass it on to the beloved 
chaplains who are taking your 
places: tell them with all the 
warmth of conviction based on 
your experiences that the effective- 
ness of their ministry does not 
depend on human means, on any 
popularity carefully cultivated, 
sometimes at the cost of compro- 
mises with their own consciences, 
but only on the help of God and on 
the priestly—We might even say 
the missionary—spirit with which 
they dedicate themselves to their 
work. 

We are happy to learn that this 
ministry is being carried on every- 
where with a happy union of na- 
ture and of grace, and is leading 
you to a tireless search for any- 
thing that will help to bring souls 
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closer to God. We encourage all 
Our beloved chaplains, and We 
want especially to take this oppor- 
tunity to urge them to develop the 
purest and most ardent love for 
the priestly spirit—indeed, espe- 
cially for the priestly spirit—which 
ought to be placed at the summit 
of the hierarchy of values. 


The priestly approach 


Beloved Sons! Always approach 
your brethren as priests. What 
they expect most of all from you is 
the light of example and of sacri- 
fice; they are looking for comfort 
and support in their trials, strength 
and vigor in the direction of their 
souls, clarity and zeal in teaching. 
In a word, they want to recognize 
you, always and in everything you 
do, as the ministers of Christ and 
the dispensers of the mysteries of 
God. Do not neglect any oppor- 
tunity to instill a love for the life 
of grace in them, and give them 
frequent opportunities to approach 
the sacraments of Penance and the 
Eucharist. This is the only way 


that your work will be fruitful and 
that your memory will remain 
among the most consoling and ben- 
eficial of all to your young men, 
for you will have made a contribu- 
tion toward strengthening their 
spirits, at one of the most delicate 
moments of their lives. 

With these wishes and Our pa- 
ternal congratulations to you for 
having found a way to make this 
ideal the constant motive of your 
service, We leave you, but not with- 
out lifting up a fervent prayer to 
Heaven, to ask for every grace you 
desire. 

And as a pledge of continued 
divine assistance, and a further 
proof of Our special love, We im- 
part with all Our heart to the most 
worthy Archbishop-Military Ordi- 
nary, to those of you who are pres- 
ent here, to your dear ones, to your 
brother chaplains throughout Italy, 
to the souls entrusted to your care 
as good and generous priests, the 
strength and consolation of Our 
Apostolic Blessing. 


L 











Christ the King 


An Address of Pope John XXill on the Feast of Christ the King 


E” sempre grande 


UR HEART rejoices every 
time We welcome to Our 
presence Our beloved chil- 

dren who have come to Rome to ful- 
fill a pious wish, prompted by their 
ardent faith. 

This morning We are once more 
filled with joy, as We feast Our 
eyes upon the wonderful picture 
you form before Us. While all of 
your groups were being cited, the 
mention of your different places of 
origin recalled to Our mind your 

_native cities, which are so dear to 
Our heart: some located near the 
sea, some rising on wide plains, 
bursting with activity, and some 
nestling on the slopes of moun- 
tains and hills, each city differing 
from all the others in its history, 
activities, and special features, yet 
all of them united in their bond of 
loyalty to the Catholic religion. 


The Kingship of Christ 


Your presence here today ac- 
quires a special significance, be- 
cause you are giving a great proof 
of faith and love to Him who is 
“the King of the ages . . . immor- 
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tal, invisible,” 1 who is our judge, 
legislator, and king: “Dominus 
iudex noster, Dominus legifer nos- 
ter, Dominus Rex noster.” 2 

Today is the liturgical Feast of 
Christ the King. The image of the 
peaceful king, resplendent with 
lofty majesty, was presented to the 
faithful in the Epistle of the Mass, 
as well as in the pages of the Brevi- 
ary: “He is the image of the in- 
visible God, the firstborn of every 
creature. For in him were created 
all things .. . and he is before all 
creatures, and in him all things 
hold together. Again, he is the 
head of his body, the Church.” 3 

This royal quality belongs to the 
Divine Savior by native right, and 
derives from His consubstantiality 
with His Father, which gives Him 
the highest and most absolute sov- 
ereignty over the whole creation; 
from His admirable and adorable 
hypostatic union, which makes 
Him the Head of mankind; and 
from His redeeming sacrifice, which 
reconciled the whole human race 
with His Father. 
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Submission to His sovereignty 


The great Pope Pius XI, when 
he established this Feast in 1925, 
called everybody’s attention to all 
these divine rights, belittled by the 
anti-religious attitude of so-called 
laicism, which is trying to take all 
forms of human activity away 
from the mild controls of divine 
law. 

Since that day the triumphs of 
Jesus Christ the King are cele- 
brated every year, and the Church, 
in singing His praise, requests that 
“all mankind, forcibly separated 
from Him by the workings of sin, 
submit to his sweet sovereignty.” 

God’s rights must be observed by 
everyone, if we wish to promote 
genuine peace and achieve com- 
parative well-being, and lasting 
harmony. In breaking the law of 
God, man debases himself and 
loses his dignity. It is therefore 
necessary that all forms of family, 
social, economic, and political life 
be elevated and transformed in the 
light of Jesus Christ the Savior, 
who alone can endow them with 
full perfection and supernatural 
values. 

This is the meaning of today’s 
Feast. This is the ardent desire 
expressed by this hymn in the 
Breviary: 

Te nationum praesides 
Honore tollant publico; 


Colant Magistri, iudices, 

Leges et artes exprimant. 
“Let rulers praise you with public 
manifestations of honor; let scho- 
lars and public officials worship 
you; let laws and the arts speak 
of you!” How beautiful is this 
vision of peace, which gives a fore- 
taste on earth of the serene bless- 
ings of Paradise! 


Loyalty to Christ 


Beloved sons and daughters! 
This morning We contemplate your 
groups, ideally pulsating with a 
single heartbeat, as they offer to 
Christ the King their tribute of the 
love and worship of the different 
arts and trades, “leges et artes ex- 
primant.” 

I. You, workers from various cit- 
ies and industries, youths and men, 
bold and generous, who have 
passed through the ordeals of hard 
work and the exercise of patience, 
while yet remaining fervent and 
steadfast in your loyalty to Him 
who is the Lord of us all, are 
gathered here today around Jesus 
Christ, the King of love. We greet 
you with Our most heartfelt affec- 
tion, because your presence here 
in such large numbers, the devout 
expression in your eyes, and your 
hymns, show clearly to Us that 
your loyalty to God and His Church 
has remained a deep and unshake- 
able conviction, without hestita- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, October 26-27, 1959. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Louciana G. M. Rose. 

This address was delivered to a general audience of about 30,000 people in St. 
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tion and without concern for hu- 
man regard. 


A common striving for progress 


We know that among you is a 
large group of executives and em- 
ployees of the Terni and Narni 
factories, guided by the zealous 
shepherd of their diocese, Our 
Venerable Brother Giovanni Bat- 
tista Dal Pra. You have been pre- 
paring with warm enthusiasm for 
this audience ever since you cele- 
brated Easter in your factories, 
and now you have come here to 
bring Us the greetings of your two 
ancient and beautiful cities, whose 
harmonious unity is highly edify- 
ing. 

You came here together, execu- 
tives and employees, thereby set- 
ting a good example. You share 
your work and your joys, and pool 
your manual skills and intelligence, 
your constant application and your 
studies, your capabilities and pro- 
ductive efforts, in a common striv- 
ing for uninterrupted progress. We 
thank you for the promises which 
you expressed through your Bish- 
op, whose address of homage filled 
Our heart with tender exultation. 
We recommend your wishes and 
your good intentions to the sweet 
Virgin of Mercy, whom you honor 
with such great devotion. 


Product and life 


II. We greet with equal affection 
the executives and employees of the 


“1 Tem; 1,17. 

*? From the Roman Breviary. 
® Col. 1, 15-18. 

* Rom. 18, 8. 


Piaggio Factory of Pontedera. You 
came to Rome in such large num- 
bers at the price of a real sacrifice, 
for you are scheduled to resume 
work tomorrow. We would like to 
express to you Our deep satisfac- 
tion, together with a fatherly ex- 
hortation to the effect that, just as 
the name of your factory is re- 
spected all over the world for the 
caliber of its products, by the same 
token, may your religious and 
moral life be known to God and 
men as sincere, distinguished, per- 
severing, and worthy of the saintly 
traditions of your fathers. 


Mutual aid 


III. We were also pleased to learn 
that tie Society of Mutual Aid of 
the workers of Vasto is repre- 
sented here by a_ considerable 
group. We wish to express to you 
also Our warm appreciation of the 
faith you have shown, and the good 
will with which you support and 
animate your society. 

The name which unites-you sums 
up a wide and fruitful program of 
work, inspired by the spirit of the 
Gospel: ‘Mutual aid” means the 
brotherhood of helping hands and 
of loving hearts, which remember 
the teaching of the Apostle, “He who 
loves his neighbor has fulfilled the 
Law.” * Keep up the good work, 
beloved sons, in your common en- 
deavor: your merits will grow 
with each succeeding day, in the 
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serene consciousness that you are 
doing good. 


Ceramics workers 


IV. We extend Our fatherly and 
warm welcome to the employees of 
the twenty-seven ceramics factor- 
ies of Gualdo Tadino, who came 
here carrying the precious gift of 
a rich spiritual treasure, to be of- 
ferred to the Lord for Our inten- 
tions. You mold and fashion your 
material, shaping its inert mass 
according to the rules of your craft 
in order to endow it with elegance 
of form and harmony of colors. 

While wishing you prosperity 
and success in your work, We ex- 
hort you, at the same time, always 
to be submissive to the will of God, 
which shapes us according to His 
loving plans, because He wishes to 
fashion us into a masterpiece of 
grace and virtue. The duty of 
every one of us is, therefore, to be 
constantly purified in simplicity 
and humility, so that we may be- 
come “a vessel for honorable use, 
sanctified and useful to the Lord, 
ready for every good work,” as St. 
Paul reminds us.5 


Salerno and the Councils 


V. Your tribute to Christ the King 
is added to the tribute of the en- 
tire working world, beloved sons of 
the Archdiocese of Salerno, guided 
by Our Venerable Brother, Arch- 
bishop Demetrio Moscato. 

A diocese is like a family, in 
which there are no differences in 
status, class, or profession, because 
all men are brothers, joined as they 


°2 Tim. 2, 20. 


are in the unity of faith and the 
bond of peace. Today you are 
bringing to the Vicar of Christ the 
love and devotion of your people, 
a greeting from your enchanting 
sea and from your green hills, 
which God blessed with the gift of 
fruitfulness: and you are bringing 
to Us, first and foremost. the image 
of St. Matthew the Evangelist, 
whose strong voice is always heard 
among you. 

Your ancient history is a con- 
tinuous record of loyaltv to the 
Chair of St. Peter, starting with 
Gaudentius, who became the sixth 
Bishop of Salerno in 499 and at- 
tended the Roman Council of Pope 
Simmacus, down to his successor, 
Asterius, Avostolic Nuncio at the 
Council of Constantinople. and to 
the Bishops Luminoso and Gio- 
vanni, who also actively partici- 
pated in the Roman Councils. This 
loyalty was also apparent in the 
hospitality extended to the fearless 
defender of the rights of the 
Church, Pope Gregory VII, who 
now rests in your Cathedral. 

Our heart rejoices in recalling to 
mind these memories, especially 
now, when we are so close to such 
important events in the life of the 
Church as the Roman Synod and 
the Ecumenical Council. These 
memories make Us hope that you, 
who are heirs to these glorious tra- 
ditions, will be able to pass them 
on intact to your children, and to 
your children’s children, in a spirit 
of loyalty to Jesus Christ and His 
Church, in the practice of Chris- 
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tian and civic virtues, and in purity 
of customs. 

This hope turns into certainty, 
when Our eyes turn to the sight of 
Salerno’s two seminaries, that is, 
the Regional and the Diocesan Sem- 
inary, already active in their mis- 
sion of happily nurturing the new 
seeds of ecclesiastical doctrine, and 
of priestly and pastoral virtues, 
which will edify the Christian pop- 
ulation of Southern Italy in the 
future. “Spes messis in semine!” © 


To the group from Sora 


VI. We are also happy to single 
out the group from the cathedral 
parish of Sora. To you also goes 
the Pope’s fatherly encouragement 
to live with enthusiasm and dedi- 
cation in the spirit of the parish, 
the living cell of the Christian 
body, and to take part faithfully 
in its fruitful, pulsating life. 


Large families 


VII. We have already mentioned 


. groups of workers and whole pop- 


ulations. Also, gathered here 
around Christ the King, are Chris- 
tian families, represented by the 
Lombardy Association of Large 
Families. Beloved sons and daught- 
ers, your tribute is especially agree- 
able to the Lord: your presence 
tells Us that in your homes, in 
which children are expected and 
welcomed as a precious gift from 
God, the Kingdom of God will suf- 
fer no setbacks, because its basic 
laws are observed. The wish ex- 
pressed in the liturgical hymn of 


today’s feast is fulfilled in your 
families: “pudica florent limina 
domesticis virtutibus”: may the 
chaste flower of domestic virtues 
blossom on the thresholds of your 
homes.? We feel all of you close to 
Our heart, and in you We see a 
representation of all the large fam- 
ilies whose lives bear witness to an 
unconditional surrender to the love 
of God and to the will of God. We 
are with you to comfort and sus- 
tain you: if the world misunder- 
stands you, always bear in mind 
that your difficulties are known to 
God, and draw to you all His gifts, 
which are indications of His pre- 
dilection. 


To young people 


VIII. Also gathered around Christ 
the King are our young people, 
who place before Him the offerings 
of their lively minds and of their 
willingness to face any possible 
sacrifice. We greet you with fath- 
erly satisfaction: We know that 
you won a prize in the Religious 
Culture and Sacred Singing con- 
test, sponsored by all the Italian 
Youth Associations of Men of 
Catholic Action. You came out on 
top in the elimination rounds and 
are now justly rewarded with the 
much desired recognition which 
crowns the ambitions of each one 
of you. 

How comforting is the thought 
that so many young people nowa- 
days, without noisy demonstrations 
and without adopting poses, are de- 
voting themselves to the study of 


* “The hope of the harvest is in the seed.” —Ed. 


* From the Roman Breviary. 
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a subject, full of secret riches, such 
as “The Sacred Liturgy”! 

Amid the many expressions of 
lack of confidence in today’s youth, 
which we have heard so often re- 
peated, you have proved, with the 
resiliency proper to your age, that 
our youth is basically sound and 
good, and you intend to become 
convinced and convincing apostles 
among your contemporaries. 

You must carry on this under- 
taking, which redounds so much to 
your honor and which prepares you 
to face the future responsibilities 
of your life. When you carry home 
your banners and your prizes, you 
must not forget that today’s satis- 
faction is not a final goal, but 
rather a starting point toward new 
conquests in the name of the Lord. 


To the Pontifical 
Assistance Society 


IX. We would also like to mention 
another large and distinguished 
group, which has gathered in Rome 
on the occasion of a happy and 
moving ceremony, that is, the con- 
secration to the Episcopacy of Our 
Venerable and Dear Brother, Fer- 
dinando Baldelli. We are mention- 
ing last the select group of the 
Pontifical Assistance Society, only 
in order to give it a special prom- 
inence. You like to call yourselves 
the “Family of Charity,” and you 
can justly rejoice in this name, 
which casts a precious light on 
your work: this family offers today 
a moving sight, gathered here as 
it is, through its representatives 
from all over Italy, in prayerful 


* Matt, 20, 28. 


community of affection for the con- 
secration of its president. The high 
place in the priestly hierarchy 
which is being conferred upon him 
is not only a great personal honor 
but also an encouragement and a 
consolation to the Assistance So- 
ciety, which cooperates with the 
Pope in the field of charity. To- 
day’s recognition, in addition to 
being a source of happiness to us 
all, will also be an incentive to you 
to devote yourselves with ever- 
increasing enthusiasm to the serv- 
ice of the Church, to the welfare 
of the poor, and to the promotion, 
above every other interest, of the 
triumph of Christian charity, by 
imitating the self-sacrifice of the 
Divine Savior, who came into this 
world “not . . . to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life.” § 


Venice 


One more word. This morning 
after Mass, while We were com- 
posing Our thoughts and prepar- 
ing Our heart for this great noon- 
day audience, We were informed 
that We were going to meet a group 
of people from Venice. Will the 
former Patriarch be allowed to 
give these good children of his an 
affectionate and very special greet- 
ing, to assure them of the contin- 
ued predilection of their Father? 

This group represents the Italian 
Women’s Center of the Province 
of Venice, a true center of bustling 
activity, which renders a service 
of brotherhood, of charity, and of 
honor. This will suffice to express 
Our emotion, and to extend Our 
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encouragement to these Christian 
women, while We wish them, once 
more, well-being, happiness, and 
peace. 


An exhortation 


Beloved sons and daughters! As 
We contemplate your whole im- 
pressive gathering before Us, Our 
heart is filled with sweet satisfac- 
tion at the thought that this audi- 
ence, sO numerous and _ varied, 
turned out to be a moving manifes- 
tation of devotion to the Divine 
King of Love, a symbol, as it were, 
of the triumphant praise which 
is rendered to Him today by the 
Universal Church. Do not let the 
saintly fervor which has been 
aroused in your hearts be dissi- 
pated by the spirit of worldliness, 
in which lurks the “inimicus 
homo,” the enemy of God and man; 
rather, hold that fervor jealously 
in your hearts, to draw from it 
every day the fullness of true 
Christian joy, strength of deter- 
mination in your decisions, and a 


guarantee of unshakeable peace. 
A promise of prayer 

Our prayers will accompany you 
in your daily work, in your occupa- 
tions and family responsibilities, 
in your studies, in your trials; and, 
while We are giving you this prom- 
ise, We intend to recommend your 
dear ones to God, and all the peo- 
ple who followed you here with 
their thoughts. We especially rec- 
ommend to God your children, the 
sick, the suffering, and those who, 
now at the twilight of their lives, 
are consoled by thoughts of heaven 
and are happily preparing to pass 
on the torch to the new genera- 
tions, in the certainty that new 
dawns will break on the horizon, 
harbingers of luminous days. 

As a pledge of heavenly favors, 
and to confirm again Our fatherly 
affection, We are happy to impart 
Our comforting Apostolic Benedic- 
tion, to all of you present here, and 
to all those whom you carry in your 
hearts. : 


Z 











The Pater Noster 


An Address of Pope John XXIil on the First Anniversary 
of His Election to the Papacy 


Oggi 28 ottobre 


ENERABLE brethren, belov- 

ed sons and daughters! Today 

is the 28th of October, the 
feast of the Holy Apostles. Simon 
and Jude Thaddeus, and a day par- 
ticularly sacred to Us. 

It marks the beginning of the 
second year of what St. Gregory the 
Great called the service of the “ser- 
vant of the servants of the Lord.” 
- You can understand the deep emo- 
tions that We feel on this date. All 
day long, messages-from thousands 


and millions-of-people that resound 


with filial devotion and best wishés 
for the future have been reaching 
Us from every corner of the globe. 


An open heart 


A year has passed since the day 
when the will of the Lord for Our 
humble person was made known 
through the vote of the venerable 
members of the Sacred College of 
Cardinals. A year: and it seems 
but a day! The first sign of the 
heavenly grace that is touching Our 


October 28, 1959 


soul is the fact that We can still 
feel the simplicity, the spiritual 
youth and the spirit of resignation 
that serve to unite Us more in- 
timately to Jesus (whose Vicar on 
earth everyone proclaims Us to be) 
and to keep Our thoughts, Our 
heart, Our words and Our arms 
open wide to all those who are Our 
brothers and-children in Christ. 


Sense of union 


Your presence here—and We 


_-cannet hide it even from Ourselves 


—is something particularly mov- 
ing to Our eyes and to Our heart. 
It makes Us feel the holy reality of 
the intimate union and communion 
that the three theological virtues of 
faith, hope and charity establish 
among all the children of the Cath- 
olic-Church, as We see the Divine 
Spirit bring them together , and 
vivify them like this. 

We thank you for all thaf. your 
presence means and-expresges here, 
close by the tomb of the Prince of 
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the Apostles, in this temple which 
in its totality symbolizes the whole 
of mankind which Christ redeemed. 


A look beyond 


The good wishes for long life, 
prosperity and success in Our pas- 
toral activity, which have just been 
expressed to Us with so much kind- 
ness and tenderness, certainly 
touch Us deeply. But they do not 
draw Our thoughts away from the 
other shore that awaits Us; We 
trust in the mercy of the Lord, as 
We hear the invitations that come 
from the Church triumphant, that 
constant aspiration of all the souls 
who believe in Jesus, Our Savior 
and the glorious and immortal 
King of the eternal centuries. 

On the other hand, you under- 
stand that even though it is as nat- 
ural for Us as for anyone to dream 
of abandoning Our priestly soul to 
the embrace of the Lord who waits 
for His own, it is still Our wonder- 
ful obligation to preserve this gift 
of life, as long as it is granted to 
Us, for the lofty responsibilities of 
the sacred teaching office and ponti- 
fical ministry which have been laid 
upon Our shoulders and Our heart 
by Divine Providence. 


The “Pater Noster,” 
guide for the Church 


Well then, Venerable Brethren 


and beloved children, We look back 
over the first experiences whose 
sweetness the Lord has made Us 
taste during the past year, in con- 
tacts with bishops, clergy, and 
people of every nation and every 
origin and with all of those who, 
under one name or another, bear 
the mark of Christ upon their fore- 
heads. Permit Us to say that never 
has the general plan of the Ponti- 
ficate’s great mission as the deposi- 
tary of Christ’s testament appear- 
ed to Us so vividly as on this first 
day of Our second year, as We re- 
viewed and contemplated the more 
striking parts of the prayer that 
Jesus chose to teach His own on 
the mountain as a glorious outline 
and plan for the apostolate of Holy 
Church. Remember these points, 
these petitions of the Pater noster: 
seven in number, perfect and mag- 
nificent in their completeness and 
in their meaning. 

This is the safe road along which 
the Holy Church of Christ moves 
steadily forward; this is the ship 
aboard which the life and the his- 
tory of the world make their jour- 
ney; this is the continuation of 
light, of strength and of grace on 
the basis of which everything that, 
even from a merely human point 
of view, is a reflection and result 
of science, of progress, and of true 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, October 30, 1959. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

This address was given at a general audience held in St. Peter’s basilica on the 
first anniversary of Pope John XxXIll’s election to the papacy. In this homily the Holy 
Father discusses the Pater Noster as a guide for the Church. 

In the same talk he announces the opening date for the Roman Synod. 
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Christian civilization, becomes 
really lasting. 


The goods We have mentioned 


‘are of a temporal nature: but they 


prepare the way for the eternal 
ones that await us and they give us, 
even here below, a foretaste of the 
eternal ones. 


Hallowed be Thy Name 


I. First of all, the name and wor- 
ship of God. 

Venerable brethren and beloved 
children! Respect for that name, 
and a restoration of the beauty of 
ancient traditions to worship, with- 
out depriving it of the new develop- 
ments that modern life is also 
capable of suggesting once it is 
sanctified by the Gospel doctrine. 

Along with worship—discipline, 
which represents the strength and 
unity of the Church, as Christ es- 
tablished it: discipline supplies 
new energies for the realization of 
the gospel program, and rests se- 
cure in the promises which Jesus 
made to those of His own time and 
to those who would be the guard- 
ians of His inheritance. 

Venerable Brethren and beloved 
children! The Lord has said: “Qui 
vos audit me audit.”! He who hears 
you hears me. “Super hanc petram 
aedificabo FEcclesiam meam.’”? 
Upon this rock I will build my 
Church. ‘“Modicae fidei, quare dub- 
itasti?”3 Fear not, Peter! I am 
with you. 

The centuries pass: and through 
the centuries the power of Christ 
is renewed. 





1 Luke, 10, 16. 
* Matt. 16, 18. 


The Diocesan Synod 


Here at Rome, the second year 
of Our Pontificate will witness one 
of these displays of Christ’s power 
taking place anew in His name and 
to His glory. We are talking about 
the Diocesan Synod, which is to 
mark a restoration of life and vigor 
in the liturgical, administrative 
and pastoral fields. We have now 
announced that it will open on Jan- 
uary 25, and that it will be in prep- 
aration for a vaster movement, 
which We forsee as not yet immi- 
nent, but eventually destined to 
strengthen the external and visible 
unity and stability of the divinely 
instituted Catholic Church. 


Thy kingdom come 


II.—The kingdom of God. When 
we speak of the kingdom of God, 
we should not make the mistake 
that has often been made in the 
course of history and that is some- 
times repeated today—of identify- 
ing it with some one or other of the 
political edifices built by human 
strength and effort as expressions 
of human, material power and 
domination. 

Rather when we salute this “ad- 
veniat regnum tuum” * we are re- 
ferring to the kingdom as Christ 
made it and as the Liturgy sings 
of it in one of the grandest expres- 
sions of the official prayer: “reg- 
num veritatis et vitae,” kingdom of 
truth and of life: “regnum sanct- 
itatis et gratiae,”’ kingdom of holi- 
ness and of grace: “regnum justi- 


8 “GO thou of little faith, why didst thou doubt?” (Matt. 14, 31) —Ed. 


‘“Thy kingdom come.” (Matt. 6, 10) —Ed. 
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tiae, amoris et pacis,” kingdom of 
justice, love and peace.® 


The ultimate choice 


These are mysterious and sacred 
names that express the choice in- 
volved at every turn in individual 
or social life, for families, nations, 
and the whole world. 

Either with Christ, with each 
one carrying some small share of 
the cross on his shoulders: or with- 
out Him, and lost in uncertainty, in 
danger, in disorder and in the uni- 
versal abyss. 


Thy will be done 


III.—The will of the Lord. “Fiat 
voluntas tua.’’* The will of the Lord 
is the third brilliant light that has 
been lit for the guidance and as- 
piration of souls. It points up the 
effort each one is to make for his 
own sanctification, for it is writ- 
ten:—This is the will of God for 
each of you: that you be holy!” 

Venerable Brethren and beloved 
sons! Fears and afflictions move 
the soul of the chief Shepherd of 
the universal Church, as he watch- 
es and sees the sins and faults of 
many, too many, people, who follow 
the diabolical spirit and get lost 
and destroy themselves; but amid 
this anguish, the Vicar of Christ 
enjoys another, almost radiant, 
vision as he looks out upon the 
wonders of faith, charity and sacri- 
fice that are constantly being work- 
ed in great and little ways all over 
the world: for they proclaim, even 
in the midst of blood and torments, 
that the sacrifice of Calvary, which 
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redeems and saves all peoples, still 
goes on. 


Our daily bread 


IV.—Now the big question: what 
about the search for daily bread? 
This too forms a part of the Christ- 
ian program of prayer and action. 
The Lord is the one who gives 
bread: to reward each man for his 
labor, and to strengthen the under- 
standing of countless souls, whose 
enlightened consciences have led 
them to look for the ways and 
means of bringing about prosperity 
—jincluding material prosperity 
—so that men’s bodies may have 
enough ordinary energies and may 
use them in such a way as to help 
them to rise to meet the demands 
and the inspirations and the splen- 
dors of the spirit. 

Surely it is a cause of great sad- 
ness and profound sorrow for Us to 
see how unwilling many people are 
to accept any guidance and help 
from the teaching that the Church 
can offer for the solution of the 
serious problems posed by the 
economy and by the search for 
temporal welfare. Once someone 
has shut out the heavens and closed 
his eyes to the enlightenment that 
comes from the Gospel laws, which 
are at the basis of Christian civili- 
zation, it is only natural for him to 
be buffeted about in the midst of 
efforts that will be fruitless and 
empty, even from the point of view 
of bringing about economic im- 
provements. For improvements of 
this kind can never represent real 


5 From the Preface on the Feast of Christ the King. 


*“'Thy will be done.” (Matt. 6, 10) —Ed. 
* Cf. 1 Thess. 4, 3. 
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prosperity in human living in the 
full sense of the term. 


Forgive us our trespasses 


V.—Along with the ministry of 
the word, the great care and inter- 
est of the Catholic Church and of 
the priesthood of Christ is bring- 
ing God’s pardon to individual men 
and to peoples who, to a greater or 
lesser extent, depart from the holi- 
ness of the basic laws of God or de- 
spise them. The ancient Decalogue, 
completed by the Gospel laws of so- 
cial justice and charity, makes up 
the very fabric of individual and 
community life. Outside of the Ten 
Commandments and the Gospel and 
opposed to them stands sin, which 
ruins everything and _ poisons 
everything, on the individual and 
the community level. This is the 
explanation of the “Agnus Dei 
qui tollit peccata mundi.’® Christ 
has come to earth to expiate these 
sins of the world; and He immo- 
lates Himself on our altars, 
through the centuries, in continua- 
tion of this sacrifice. 


The universality of sin 


Almost no one escapes the miser- 
able seduction of sin. The words of 
the Old Book testify to how iniquity 
has filled the world and, unfortu- 
nately, they give added proof of 
disorder on individual and commu- 
nity levels, a disorder that covers 
the earth. 

The voice of an Apostle had this 
to say in this regard: “If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive our- 
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selves, and the truth is not in us.’ 
But there is forgiveness for every 
sin. The world can still set itself 
right and always will be able to be- 
cause the voice and the blood of 
Christ cry out for pity and mercy. 


Pardon and peace 


And corresponding to this cry of 
pity and of mercy that is constantly 
repeated in the drops of Christ’s 
blood, “cum clamore valido et la- 
crymis,” © is the Divine Redeemer’s 
invitation to brothers to pardon 
each other and thus enjoy the true 
triumph—let us make it clear: no 
illusion, no deception, no perver- 
sion—but the true triumph of par- 
don and of peace. . 

“Charissimi”, the Evangelist 
John, the confidant of Jesus and of 
Mary, used to repeat when he was 
ninety years of age, but still young 
in innocence and in spirit: “charis- 
simi, diligamus nos invicem” ": let 
us love each other sincerely, and 
you will make peace. 

Every attempt to establish peace 
between individuals or between 
peoples deserves deep admiration. 
Every sincere and fervent move- 
ment for peace that takes place 
from one end of the earth to the 
other, which is not a mere cover 
for deceit and which takes its in- 
spiration from the purity of justice 
and a universality of love—any 
such attempt, We say, is worthy of 
trust and respect. 

All is forgiven to anyone who 
knows himself how to forgive and 
is willing to. And everything be- 


8 “The lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1, 29)—Ed. 


°1 John 1, 8. 


10 “With a loud cry and tears.” (Heb. 5, 7) —Ed. : 
2 “Beloved, let us love one another.” (1 John 4, 7) —Ed. 
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comes beautiful in anyone who has 
kept or has regained a pure and 
innocent soul, as an expression of 
equity, of justice and of brother- 
hood, of true Christian brother- 
hood. 


Deliver us from evil 


VI.—This divine prayer that 
Jesus taught us on the mountain, 
which should be offered up, and 
illustrated and taught by every- 
thing in our daily lives, trails off 
into a final abandoned cry to al- 
mighty God to save us from “evil.” 
“Libera nos a malo.” }? 

Human nature is subject to 
temptation, and surrendering to it 
is the most serious danger and 
threat to the liberty and dignity of 
man. 

Unfortunately ‘““mundus totus in 
maligno positus est.”'%% We <an 
count on God’s playing a helping 
and merciful role in preserving us 
from this misfortune: But we must 
do our share through a determina- 
tion to guard against evil and 
against the one who suggests and 
inspires it. 

In one of the most sacred and 
moving moments of the Mass, right 
after the “Pater noster,”’ the 
Church prolongs this plea and 
makes it universal and resounding: 
“libera nos, Domine, ab omnibus 
malis praeteritis, praesentibus et 
futuris.” Deliver us, O Lord, from 
every evil, past, present, and to 
come: and through the intercession 
of the blessed and holy Mother of 
Thy Son and of the Apostles, Peter, 
Paul and Andrew, and of all the 
Saints— who watch over the 


Church of all times, from centuries 
past—graciously grant, O Lord, 
peace in our days, so that with the 
help of Thy mercy, we may be freed 
of sin and saved from all disturb- 
ance and harm, through the merits 
of Jesus Christ our Savior. 


Mutual understanding 


Venerable Brethren and beloved 
sons! At this point of Our talk 
with you, show Us with your eyes 
and your hearts how you really feel 
about these things; do we under- 
stand each other? Yes: tell Us, be- 
loved Brethren and children, that 
we do. 

Your good wishes have encour- 
aged Us to look toward this second 
year of Our Roman and Catholic 
episcopacy with a deep feeling of 
simplicity and of security, to see it 
in the serene light of the “Pater 
noster,”’ with its seven petitions. 


A summation 


This is the program that the new 
year is tracing out for you who are 
present here and for all the disci- 
ples of Christ in the whole world. 

The name and the worship of 
God: the exaltation of His king- 
dom, which is the same as to say 
having Christian spirit and convic- 
tion become ever more active and 
spread ever more widely; the 
effort to make individuals and 
groups holy, to conform to the will 
of God ourselves; cooperation with 
all proper efforts to find the bread 
that has been promised by the 
Providence of the heavenly Father 
who sanctifies human labor; the 
feeling of humility that begs the 


2 “Deliver us from evil.” (Matt. 6, 18) —Ed. 
% “The whole world is in the power of the evil one.” (1 John 5, 19) —Ed. 
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heavenly Father for pardon, and 
grants it to all in turn as a victory 
for human brotherhood; and finally 
the practice of trust in God’s aid in 
the fearful hours of temptation, 
and the prompt exercise of vigilant 
prudence by everyone, so that hu- 
man thoughts and human actions 
will be carried on according to the 
teaching, the example and the grace 
of Christ our Savior and Father. 


—O Jesus, We beg you and We 
always will beg you: “Da propitius 
pacem in diebus nostris”; graci- 
ously grant peace in our days: sus- 
tain the whole world with the 
strength of thy mercy, so that men 
may be free of all sin and pre- 
served from all disturbance and 
harm through the merits of thy 
divine blood. To thee be love and 
honor and glory forever. Amen. 








To President Eisenhower 


The visit which you are kindly making to Us, Mr. President, as this year 
draws to a close, is for Us a motive of much satisfaction, which We desire to 
express to you from the depth of Our heart. 


As We greet and welcome in Your Excellency the highest and most illus- 
trious Representative of the great American Nation, We wish also to direct 
Our thoughts and Our greetings to your country; and We rejoice on seeing 
It striving so actively, under the guidance and impulse of Its Worthy Presi- 
dent, towards the lofty ideals of a loyal and effective concord between 
nations. The Catholic Church, Whose constant yearning is the establishment 
of true peace between peoples, cannot but greet with joy every sincere 
effort directed towards that end, and wish it the most consoling success. 


We beg Your Excellency to discern in these words of Ours an expression 
of the sentiments of benevolence and admiration which We cherish for the 
American people; to them We extend also Our gratitude for the generosity 
with which they are promoting the welfare and progress of more needy peo- 
ples, by so liberally placing at their disposal the material gifts received from 
Divine Providence. At the same time, We express Our fervent good wishes 
for the prosperity of your people under the protection of Almighty God 
and under the aegis of the noble traditions, which they have inherited and 
to which they owe their greatness and their prestige in the world. 


In maintaining those traditions, which derive their vitality from spiritual 
values, We have no doubt that Your Excellency will continue to receive also 
from the Catholics of the United States an exemplary contribution of action, 
loyalty and discipline. 


The sentiments and good wishes We have just expressed, We are glad to 
extend from Our heart to Your Excellency personally; and We earnestly 
invoke the powerful assistance of God upon you, in your noble efforts as 
the untiring servant of your people.and of the cause of peace in the world. 


In the distinguished group of persons accompanying Your Excellency, it is 
a pleasure to note the inclusion of your son, because of the happy and 
encouraging coincidence of the name ‘John"', which he bears in common 


with Us. 


The name "John", which in its biblical significance means "gift of God", 
expresses, in fact, confidence, joy and serene robustness. 


Let this remark, of a confidential nature, inspired in Our mind by the pres- 
ence of your son John and his wife, be regarded as a flower which We 
offer to Your Excellency, as an augury and an auspice of well-being and of 
celestial blessings for all the families of the noble American Nation. 


—John XXIII. At an audience in the Vatican. December 6, 1959. 











The Encyclical Letter, 


Grata Recordatio 


To the Venerable Brethren, the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops 
Bishops, and other Local Ordinaries in Peace and Communion 
with the Apostolic See: On Piously Reciting the Rosary, 
Especially During the Month of October 


JOHN Xxill 
VENERABLE BRETHREN 
GREETINGS AND APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION 


MONG THE pleasant recol- 
lections of Our younger days 
are the Encyclicals which 

Pope Leo XIII used to write to the 
whole Catholic world as the month 
of October drew near, in order to 
urge the faithful to devout recita- 
tion of Mary’s rosary during that 
month in particular.! 

These Encyclicals had varied 
contents, but they were all very 
wise, vibrant with fresh inspira- 
tion, and directly relevant to the 
practice of the Christian life. In 
strong and persuasive terms they 
exhorted Catholics to pray to God 
in a spirit of faith through the in- 
tercession of Mary, His Virgin 
Mother, by reciting the holy rosary. 
For the rosary is a very commend- 


able form of prayer and medita- 
tion. In saying it we weave a mys- 
tic garland of Ave Maria’s Pater 
Noster’s and Gloria Patri’s. And 
as we recite these vocal prayers, 
we meditate upon the principal 
mysteries of our religion; the In- 
carnation of Jesus Christ and the 
Redemption of the human race are 
proposed, one event after another, 
for our consideration. 


Pope John’s Devotion to the Rosary 


These pleasant memories of Our 
younger days have not faded or 
vanished as the years of Our life 
have passed. On the contrary, We 
want to declare in complete frank- 
ness and simplicity that the years 
have made Mary’s rosary all the 














dearer to Us. We never fail to re- 
cite it each day in its entirety and 
We intend to recite it with particu- 
lar devotion during the coming 
month. 

During Our first year as pope— 
a year which is almost over—We 
have several times had occasion to 
urge the clergy and laity to public 
and private prayer. But today We 
make this same request with even 
greater emphasis and earnestness, 
for reasons which this Encyclical 
will set out very briefly. 


I 


This coming October will mark 
the end of the first year since the 
saintly departure of Our predeces- 
sor, Pius XII, from this mortal life 
in which he had distinguished him- 
self by so many glorious achieve- 
ments. 

Twenty days after his death, We, 
though all unworthy, were raised 
to the Sovereign Pontificate in ac- 
cord with God’s mysterious de- 
signs. 

An unbroken succession 


One pope bequeathed, as it were, 
to another pope, as a sacred legacy, 
the care of the whole Christian 
flock; with the same pastoral con- 
cern each of them declared his 
paternal love for all mankind. 
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These two events—the one full 
of sorrow, the other full of joy— 
attest clearly to the world that 
while all things human gradually 
decline and decay, the Roman Pon- 
tificate withstands the rush of cen- 
turies, even though the visible 
Heads of the Church must, one 
after another, leave this mortal 
exile as they complete the span of 
days which God in His providence 
has set for them. 

But all Christians should turn 
their thoughts to the late Pope Pius 
XII and to his lowly successor, in 
whom Blessed Peter continues his 
eternal mission as supreme pastor, 
and they should address this prayer 
to God: “To preserve in holy reli- 
gion the Pope, and all clerics in 
holy orders, we beg Thee hear us.’’? 


A call to the rosary 


And now it is a pleasure also to 
recall that this same Predecessor 
of Ours urged all the faithful to 
pious recitation of the rosary dur- 
ing October in the Encyclical In- 
gruentium malorum.2 We would 
like to repeat one admonition 4 
from that Encyclical: “Turn in 
spirit with ever greater confidence 
to the Virgin Mother of God, the 
constant refuge of Christians in 
adversity, since she ‘has been made 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 30, 1959. Latin text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Martin F. Connor. 

This is the third encyclical issued by Pope John XxXill. It is entitled “Grata record- 
atio” from its opening words, which mean “pleasant recollection.” 

In this letter Pope John urges that the rosary be recited frequently and suggests 
that it be offered for world leaders, for seminarians, for the Roman Synod and Ecu- 


menical Council, and for the Pope himself and all the clergy. 
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a source of salvation for the human 
race.’ 5” 


II 


On October 11, 1959, We shali 
have the great pleasure of present- 
ing mission crucifixes to a large 
group of Catholic missionaries who 
are about to leave their beloved 
homes and undertake the heavy 
responsibility of bringing the light 
of Christianity to distant people.® 
On the same day, in the afternoon, 
We are scheduled to visit the North 
American College on the Janiculum 
and there joyously celebrate with 
its superiors, faculty, and semi- 
narians the completion of that col- 
lege’s first century." 

Although these two celebrations 
fall only by coincidence on the same 
day, they have the same meaning 
and importance: in all that she 
does the Catholic Church is moti- 
vated by heaven’s inspiration and 
drawn on by the principles and pre- 
cepts of eternal truth; all of her 
children contribute with a selfless 
and dynamic will to mutual re- 
spect, the fraternal union of man- 
kind, and solid peace. 


Hope for the future 
These young men present such a 





wonderful spectacle that We must 
be optimistic for the future. They 
have overcome many obstacles and 
inconveniences and given them- 
selves to God that other men might 
gain Christ,’ whether in foreign 
lands as yet untouched by the light 
of truth or in those immense, noisy, 
and busy cities in which the pace 
of daily activity, rapid as a whirl- 
wind, sometimes makes souls with- 
er and become content with earthly 
goods. From the lips of their elders, 
who have labored long in the same 
cause, comes the ardent prayer of 
the Prince of the Apostles: “Grant 
to thy servants to speak thy word 
with all boldness.” ® 

We trust that the apostolic labors 
of these young men will be com- 
mended to the Virgin Mary in your 
devout prayers through the month 
of October. 


Ill 


There is another matter also 
which compels Us to ask that the 
Sacred College of Cardinals, you, 
Venerable Brethren, all priests and 
nuns, the sick and disabled, our 
innocent children, and all Chris- 
tians address earnest and suppliant 
prayers to Jesus Christ and His 
most loving Mother. It is this: that 


1 Cf. the following encyclical letters in Acta Leonis XIII, in the volumes indicated: 


“Supremi Apostolatus,” III, 280 ff.; “Superiore anno,” IV, 12 


ff.; “Quamquam 


pluries,” IX, 175 ff.; “Octobri mense,” XI, 299 ff.; “Magnae Det Matris,” XII, 221 
ff.; “Laetitiae sanctae,” XIII, 283 ff.; “Iucunda semper,” XIV, 305 ff.; “Adiutricem 
populi,” XV, 300 ff.; “Fidentem piumque,” XVI, 278 ff.; “Augustissimae Virginis,” 
XVII, 285 ff.; “Diuturni temporis,” XVIII, 153 ff. 


? Litany of the Saints. 


* On September 15, 1951: AAS 43 (1951) 577 ff. 


* Ibid., 578-579. 


* St. Irenaeus, Adv. haer. III, 22: Migne, PG VII, 959. 
* A précis of the talk given on this occasion appears in this issue of TPS on page 46. 
"A translation of the talk given on this occasion appears in this issue of TPS, 


pages 37-42. 
* Cf. Phil. 8, 8. 
® Acts 4, 29. 
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those who, in great measure, hold 
the future of nations in their hands 
consider attentively the dangerous 
pass to which our age has come. 
Be these nations large or small, 
their legitimate rights and their in- 
heritance of spiritual riches are 
sacred and must be safeguarded. 


A prayer for rulers 


Therefore We pray God that 
their rulers may carefully weigh 
and consider the causes of dissen- 
sion and endeavor in good faith to 
remove them. They must, above all, 
realize that war (God keep it from 
us!) can have only one result, vast 
ruins everywhere, and thus cannot 
be the object of anyone’s reliance. 
They must adapt to the needs of 
men of today the laws which regu- 
late the state and society and which 
bind together nations and classes 
of society. They must be mindful 
of the eternal laws which come 
from God and are the bases and 
pivots of all government. Finally, 
they must be ever aware that the 


* individual souls of men are created 


by God and destined to possess and 
enjoy Him. 


False philosophies 


It must also be remarked that 
there are current today certain 
schools of thought and philosophy 
and certain attitudes toward the 
practical conduct of life which can- 
not possibly be reconciled with the 
teachings of Christianity. This im- 
possibility We shall never cease 


from asserting in firm and unam- 
biguous, though also calm terms. 

But God wishes the welfare of 
men and of nations! !° 

And so We hope that men will set 
aside those sterile postulates and 
assumptions, hard as rock and just 
as inflexible, which rise from a way 
of thinking and acting that is in- 
fected with laicism and material- 
ism, and that they will find a com- 
plete cure in that sound doctrine 
which experience makes more cer- 
tain with every day that passes. 
We mean that doctrine which at- 
tests that God is the author of life 
and its laws, that He is guarantor 
of the rights and dignity of the 
human person. God then is “our 
refuge and our Redemption.” ™ 


The coming of God’s Kingdom 


Our thoughts turn to all the 
lands of this earth. We see all man- 
kind striving for a better future; 
We see the awakening of a myste- 
rious force, and this permits Us to 
hope that men will be drawn by a 
right conscience and a sense of 
duty to advance the real interests 
of human society. That this goal 
may be realized in the fullest sense 
—that is, with the triumph of the 
Kingdom of truth, justice, peace, 
and charity—We exhort all Our 
children in Christ to be “of one 
heart and one soul” !? and to pour 
out ardent prayers in October to 
our Queen in heaven and our loving 
Mother, reflecting upon the words 
of the Apostle: “In all things we 


Cf. Wisd. 1, 14. There is a play on words in this sentence and the following 
paragraph which is difficult to render in English. The Holy Father uses language 
which can apply to physical health or to salvation.—Translator’s note. 


™ Sacred Liturgy. 
® Acts 4, 32. 
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suffer tribulation, but we are not 
distressed ; we are sore pressed, but 
we are not destitute; we endure 
persecution, but we are not for- 
saken ; we are cast down, but we do 
not perish ; always bearing about in 
our body the dying of Jesus, so that 
the life also of Jesus may be made 
manifest in our bodily frame.” ™8 


The Synod and the Council 


Before We conclude this Encycli- 
cal We also wish to ask you, Ven- 
erable Brethren, to recite Mary’s 
rosary through the month of Octo- 
ber with particular devotion, and 
to entreat the Virgin Mother of 
God in suppliant prayer, for an- 
other intention which is dear to 
Our heart: that the Roman Synod 
may bring many blessings and ben- 
efits upon this city; that the forth- 
coming Ecumenical Council, in 
which you will participate by your 





8 2 Cor. 4, 8-10. 


presence and your advice, will add 
wondrous growth to the universal 
Church; and that the renewed 
vigor of all the Christian virtues 
which We hope this Council will 
produce will also serve as an in- 
vitation and incentive to reunion 
for Our Brethren and children who 
are separated from this Apostolic 
See. 

In this fond hope, We lovingly 
impart the Apostolic Blessing to 
each and every one of you, Vener- 
able Brethren, to the flocks en- 
trusted to your care, and to those 
individuals especially who will re- 
spond to Our entreaties in a devout 
and zealous spirit. 

Given at Rome, in St. Peter’s, 
on the 26th day of September, in 
the year 1959, the first of Our 
Pontificate. 

Ioannes PP. XXIII 


TT 
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Apostolate of the Blind 


An Address of Pope John XXIll to the World Congress 
of Organizations for the Social Protection of the Blind 


Nell’atto di accogliervi 


ELOVED SONS, We are filled 
with emotion as We welcome 
you to Our house. We extend 

a specially cordial welcome to you 
of the Italian Association of the 
Blind and to the delegates of the 
forty-six nations who met recently 
in Rome for the World Congress of 
the Organizations for the Social 
Protection of the Blind. 

Our paternal mind is open to all 
the joys and sorrows of Our sons, 
but your large gathering is very 
different from the others which We 
ordinarily welcome and it fills Us 
with especially deep feelings ‘of 
Christian charity and concern for 
you. 

We should like to welcome you 
with the same solicitude shown by 
Jesus, whose earthly path was 
marked with constant and fruitful 
meetings with suffering people, at 
which the first place was especially 
reserved to the blind. 


Faith of the blind 


Oh, how moving are the pages 
in the Gospel that tell of the mirac- 
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ulous cures of the blind! Oh, 
blessed pages of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John, which the Church 
cites so often during the liturgi- 
cal year! Those pages describe in 
colors of hope and mercy the en- 
counters of Christ with His favor- 
ites, the loving gestures with which 
He took from their eyes the painful 
veil of material blindness, while 
flooding their spirit with true light 
and their soul with peace in God. 
What impresses the mind and heart 
in these vivid and effective narra- 
tives is the faith that drew the 
miracle from Jesus. 

You also, beloved sons, have 
faith. We felt it from your words. 
In fact you, more so than Our other 
sons, are able to sense and spiritu- 
ally see in Us who now speak to you 
that same Jesus who willed Us as 
His Vicar on earth, because for you 
visible things do not clothe the spir- 
itual ideas suggested by faith. In 
His name We wish to give you to- 
day at least the comfort which Our 
paternal solicitude can give you 
and which is awaited by you with 
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so much hope. And We tell you that 
your sorrow is something to be of- 
fered, a mission to be fulfilled, a 
goal to be reached. 


An oblation 


A sorrow to offer: It would be 
useless to conceal the condition of 
discomfort and difficulty in which 
you find yourselves. You more often 
than others have been able to ex- 
perience bitterness, disappointment 
and discouragement in a world 
where at times only physical attri- 
butes and the brilliance of a fine 
appearance help one make head- 
way, or where one must at least 
have complete strength of body and 
spirit in order to find work, a pro- 
fession, a settled life. You have 
probably also felt that you were in 
a world that ignored you. You have 
been able to shed tears of discour- 
agement, known only to God, who 
sees everything, and to those peo- 
ple close to you, who together with 
you share the sorrows of your mis- 
fortune. 

It is true, We know, that society 
tries to help you through several 
forms of assistance. Above all, the 
meritorious Organization for the 
Social Protection of the Blind is 
active in many undertakings to im- 
prove your living conditions, to 
help you obtain employment, to 
provide cultural activities for you, 


and to help you make progress, 
according to the spirit of the times. 
All these efforts have Our paternal 
praise and encouragement, and We 
are happy to avail Ourselves of 
the present opportunity to address 
a lively exhortation to public au- 
thorities, and to all who are in a 
position to do so, to help increas- 
ingly to meet your just needs. 

But even with ideal living con- 
ditions your painful infirmity will 
still remain with you. We invite 
you, O beloved sons, to offer it con- 
stantly to the Lord like the perfume 
of incense rising to Him with a 
sweet fragrance. According to the 
words of the Apostle we must fill 
up what is lacking of His suffering 
(cf. Col. 1, 24). Therefore, in the 
design of the Redemption, your 
courageous offering, made with 
conscious responsibility, is needed 
by the Lord to continue His work 
and to save souls. 


An apostolate 


This is the mission you must per- 
form: a silent and beneficial apos- 
tolate, an apostolate of example. As 
you know, it is not the noise that 
one makes or the things that one 
sees that count in life, but the love 
with which one performs the will of 
God. In the golden words of the 
Imitation of Christ: “He who has 





Reported In Osservatore Romano, July 30, 1959. Italian text. Translation by TPS 
staff, based on one released by N.C.W.C. 

This address was delivered to several hundred blind people gathered in the main 
audience room of the papal summer villa at Castelgandolfo. They had been taking 
part in a congress being held in Rome for organizations devoted to helping the blind. 
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great charity is truly great. He 
who is humble in his sentiments 
and who gives no importance to the 
greatness of honors is truly great. 
He who repudiates as refuse earth- 
ly things so as to win Christ is 
truly prudent” (Book I, 3, 6). 

When one has these convictions 
then one enjoys the real light, the 
light that illuminates because it 
opens the horizon on to eternity. 
How many have sight and do not 
see! How many lose themselves 
in the shabby aspects and miseries 
of life, forgetting God, the soul and 
virtue, and immersing their hearts 
in the darkness of death! The tears 
Jesus shed over Jerusalem make us 
understand the one and only nec- 
essary thing: “If thou hadst known 
in this thy day, even thou, the 
things that are for thy peace! But 
now they are hidden from thy eyes” 
(Luke, 19, 42).. 

So courage, beloved sons! Your 
faith tells you that your most valu- 
able heritage is that precious light 
which never darkens, and which 
sustains you in your struggles and 
difficulties. Be generous in the mis- 
sion awaiting you; work in love 
and in peace, remembering that 
nothing is lost on earth when one 
adapts oneself to the will of God. 


The goal: eternal life 


Then, you have a goal to reach: 
eternal life promised to all men of 
good will. To the blind pilgrims 
from Belgium We have already 
said that Christian hope is based 
on the word of Jesus: “He who fol- 


lows me does not walk in the dark- 
ness, but will have the light of life” 
(John, 8, 12). Every morning in 
the Mass the sweet words of the 
psalm re-echo: “E'mitte lucem tuam 
et veritatem tuam; ipsa me de- 
duxerunt et adduxerunt in montem 
sanctum tuum, et in tabernacula 
tua.” 1 

This prayer can well be applied 
to you who do not enjoy the mate- 
rial light of the eyes. Even though 
in the design of Providence you are 
forced to depend for your lives on 
human cooperation, the divine plan 
is clear and certain: your life here 
below transforms itself into a prep- 
aration and a promise of reaching 
one day the great light which is 
not the occasionally attractive light 
of earthly things but the light 
emanating from Christ in His 
glory. Through His grace He re- 
mains close to those who suffer, and 
He waits for them in His eternal 
splendor. 

With these words of hope We re- 
peat to you the expression of Our 
most profound affection; and We 
give you Our heartfelt assurance 
that you have a very special place 
in Our thoughts, and that your as- 
pirations, your sorrows and your 
hopes are included in Our daily 
prayers for you. 

In pledge of the heavenly conso- 
lations that We invoke abundantly 
on you, on your families, particu- 
larly on your children and on all 
those who help and sustain you, We 
impart Our apostolic benediction, 
which We also extend to the na- 


1 “Send out Thy light and Thy truth: asl have led me and brought me unto Thy 


holy hill, even unto Thy tabernacle.”— 
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tional presidency of the Italian As- 
sociation of the Blind, to the dele- 
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gates of the other nations, to allthe your social protection. 





Light of the soul 


. .. Amid the glitter of the more or less illusory lights of our time, which 
often distract men from the practice of meditation which they so badly 
need, the blind can teach their fellow men a very valuable lesson. Since many 
men are deprived of the all-important light of religion and even of the light 
of common sense, the blind, especially those who, like you, belong to the 
Church, can teach them to place a just value on the light of intelligence and 
virtue, and especially on the eminently divine and supernatural light of faith 
and charity. What an abundance of light is there in a trusting and loving soul, 
in a soul which, like yours, is bathed in the ‘true light that enlightens every 
man who comes into the world," Jesus Christ! 


Dear Children, spread this flame wide around you! The cry of the blind 
man in the Gospels, "Domine, fac ut videam!"', Lord that | may see! (Luke 
18, 41), rises today from the multitudes of the spiritually blind, who are per- 
haps only waiting for one of their fellow men to lead them by the hand into 
the light of love and truth. You must be this compassionate fellowman! Let 
your example attract and influence all the men who believe they are all- 
seeing while their spirits and souls are—alas—estranged from God and 
enveloped in spiritual darkness, which is much more to be dreaded than 
physical darkness! 


You are the first people We address in this month of October, which is 
just beginning, and which inspired Us, as you have probably heard, to com- 
pose Our Encyclical Letter ‘'Grata Recordatio" on devotion to the Holy 
Rosary. Let Us entrust you especially, dear blind children, with the world- 
wide prayer that rises to the Blessed Virgin Mary these days, so that the 
hour may be hastened in which, according to the prophetic announcement, 
“all mankind shall see the salvation of God" (Luke 3, 6). Pray that light be 
given to all men: to the rulers who hold the destinies of the people in their 
hands, ‘ut videant,'"' that they too may see, and foresee the possible conse- 
quences of a mistaken decision; to their subjects, that they may walk the 
path of harmony and true peace inthe serene light of God... . 


—John XXIII. To the Congress of the Apostolate 
of the Blind. October |, 1959. 





workers of those provident institu- 
tions, and to the organizations for 








The Diocesan Censor 


An Address of Pope John XXIII to a Group of Ecclesiastical Censors 


Siamo lieti 


INCE YOU wish to close your 
Conference with this meeting 
here in Rome, We are delighted 

to extend Our warmest welcome to 
you, beloved sons, who are in 
charge of the previous censure of 
books. We greet in you a hand- 
picked group of learned priests, 
who are entrusted with an ex- 
tremely delicate task, and whose 
goal is, consequently, to distinguish 
themselves by an agreeable combi- 
nation of proven virtues. With 
“ample reason does the Code of 
Canon Law require that you be 
“aetate, eruditione, prudentia com- 
mendati.” 1 We would like to use 
this definition as Our starting point 
in expressing Our warm apprecia- 
tion for you. 

Indeed, you are carrying out your 
work, in. the field of books, in a 
patient, quiet, and well-balanced 
manner, helping, and being helped 
by, your Ordinaries, with whose 
conscience rests the primary obli- 
gation to preserve, defend, and 
spread sound doctrine. As a matter 
of fact, your work is aimed at dis- 
cerning genuine human and Chris- 
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tian values, while firmly and loyally 
condemning errors and pernicious 
attitudes. 


Grave responsibility 


Your work is arduous, and a 
cause for constant concern: it ex- 
acts from you the sacrifice of your 
time and the expenditure of your 
physical energies. Last but not 
least, your work is accompanied by 
a grave responsibility, which is also 
a lively incentive to remind you of 
the great number of people whose 
consciences are guided by the judg- 
ment of the ecclesiastical authori- 
ties, and derive from them a moral 
code of conduct, as well as a scale 
of values on which to rely. From 
this standpoint the task you are 
performing has an enormous im- 
portance, inasmuch as you are 
sharing in the motherly solicitude 
of the Church that her children be 
guided toward knowledge of the 
truth and defended against all dan- 
gers. 


Instruments of Church’s authority 
Our Predecessor of beloved mem- 
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ory, Pius XII, during an audience 
which he granted to ecclesiastics 
engaged in book criticism in Febru- 
ary, 1956, already defined their po- 
sition as co-workers “in opus mini- 
steriv’ 2? with the following words 
(which We are quoting verbatim) : 
“We seem to see in each one of you 
a strong and trusted co-worker in 
Our pastoral ministry.”* These 
words apply even more to you who 
must be the valuable instruments 
and the loyal co-workers of your 
Ordinaries, and hence of ecclesias- 
tical authority, in the cause of 
truth and for the preservation of 
our inheritance of faith and morals, 
which must be passed on intact to 
future generations. 


Optimism and caution 


Your particular field of activity 
has experienced a continuous prog- 
ress in the past few years, which 
one can view with happy apprecia- 
tion while still paying dutiful at- 
tention to any defects which may 
exist. 

Beloved sons! What is your duty 
in a situation which is marked by 
such a striking contrast of light 
and shadow? We are not unaware 
of the difficulties which may often 
beset and discourage you in the 
course of your work. While it would 
be dangerous if you allowed your- 


selves to be disheartened by dwell- 
ing on its less reassuring aspects, 
it would be equally perilous for you, 
on the other hand, to yield to a 
facile optimism, which might lead 
you to risky concessions and com- 
promises, at the cost of jeopardiz- 
ing the treasure of sacred doctrine, 
together with the souls of the faith- 
ful. 

You need, therefore, a sound 
realism and constant awareness of 
the condition of human nature, 
tainted, as it is, by original sin; and 
you should have apostolic enthusi- 
asm, enhanced by a deep piety, and 
should always remember the words 
of Our Divine Savior: “A bruised 
reed he will not break, and a smok- 
ing wick he will not quench, till he 
send forth judgment unto vic- 
tory.” 4 
Equilibrium of spirit 

The Ecclesiastical Censor must 
not be carried away by that spirit 
of intransigence which destroys 
without rebuilding, discourages in- 
stead of comforting, aggrieves, 
but not “ad penitentiam” ;* he will 
also avoid shallow and hasty judg- 
ments, so that his work may always 
be distinguished by intelligence, 
sensitivity, and keenness of percep- 
tion, and by a clearsighted under- 
standing of his duties, in a spirit of 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 19, 1959. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Louciana G. M. Rose. 

Canon law requires that certain books (in general, those treating of religious or 
moral matters) be submitted for official examination and approval before publication 
—called “previous censure.” Normally this function is administered by the Ordinary 
through diocesan censors, who are chosen from the secular and regular clergy. 
This was an address to just such a group of priests, who were meeting in Rome for 


a special-convention. 
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loyal submission to ecclesiastical 
authority. In this connection, it 
will be useful to recall that the 
above mentioned Code of Canon 
Law requires that Eccesiastical 
Censors “in doctrinis probandis im- 
probantisque medio tutoque itinere 
eant.”” Your work, then, must be 
constantly animated by a sound 
spiritual equilibrium, to enable you 
firmly and courteously to indicate 
the right way. 

All these traits are summed up in 
a pithy sentence, which has been 
attributed to many different au- 
thors, without thereby becoming 
less valuable and less useful. We 
mentioned it in Our first Encyclical, 
and We believe that it applies also 
to your work: “In necessariis uni- 
tas, in dubtis libertas, in omnibus 
caritas.’’® 


Unchanging standards 


We mention unity because of the 
inviolability of our sacred religion, 
which must be preserved and de- 

-fended against any passing fashion 
of time, and against any treacher- 
ous vacillation of thought; this uni- 
ty is therefore a guarantee of order 
and security, while conferring a 
wonderful and invincible strength 
upon your undertakings. 

While deriving his inspiration 
from this duty to preserve unity, 
the ecclesiastical censor must, first 





* Canon 1393, para. 3. 


2“A work of ministry” (Eph. 4, 12).—Ed. 


and foremost, possess the greatest 
possible mastery of Catholic the- 
ology and ethics, of patristics, of 
ecclesiastical tradition, and of 
papal teachings; consequently, he 
will make use of this mastery by 
applying it to particular cases, with 
seriousness of intent, discipline, 
and painstaking care, while always 
keeping before his eyes the pursuit 
of the common good. It will then 
become possible to avoid different 
standards of judgment, which 
might lead to confusion and a dan- 
gerous loss of spiritual bearings. 


Areas of liberty 


We also mentioned liberty, which 
rests with the conscience and the 
common sense of the censor, and 
with his maturity of judgment and 
sureness of orientation. In a varied 
and flexible field like that of cultu- 
ral and literary production, where 
one is confronted by the most var- 
ied and unpredictable facets of hu- 
man behavior, adorned. with the 
polish of artistic form, it is very 
important for the censor to be able 
to steer his course with ease, and 
to be able not only to identify posi- 
tive aspects and to point out nega- 
tive ones, but also to provide ade- 
quate orientation in delicate bor- 
der-line cases, whose doctrinal and 
moral aspects are not susceptible 
to clear-cut distinctions. 


3 Discorsi e Radiomessaggi, 1955-56, p. 515. English translation in TPS (Spring- 


Summer 1956) v. 3, no. 1, p. 55. 
* Matt. 12, 20; also see Isa. 42, 3. 
5“To repentance.”—Ed. 


* “In essentials, unity; in doubtful matters, liberty; in all things, charity.” TPS 


(Autumn 1959) v. 5, no. 4, p. 370. 
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Need for charity 


Last, but not least, the censor 
needs charity, the sovereign virtue, 
which fulfills the teaching and the 
practice of the Law;7 charity 
guards our judgment against cold- 
ness and feelings of contempt, while 
softening possible harshness thro- 
ugh the sweet delicacy which it im- 
parts to the soul. Also to your work 
can then be applied the character- 
istics which St. Paul ascribes to 
charity in his immortal words of 
praise: “Charity is patient, is kind; 
charity does not envy, is not pre- 
tentious, is not puffed up... is not 
provoked; thinks no evil, does not 
rejoice over wickedness, but re- 
joices with the truth.” § The charity 
which inspires you certainly does 
not exclude love of truth: in this 
connection, you can again be guided 
by St. Paul’s exhortation: “‘Verita- 
tem facientes in caritate.” ® 


* Cf. Rom. 13, 8. 
* 1 Cor. 18, 4-6. 


Perseverance 


Beloved Sons, these are the 
thoughts and the _ exhortations 
which occurred to Us while prepar- 
ing for this audience, and We want- 
ed to impart them to you. We feel 
certain that they already are the 
sources of your inspiration, and 
that, strengthened in your deter- 
mination, you will derive from 
them renewed consolation to con- 
tinue in your difficult and delicate 
task with steadfastness and pru- 
dence. 

Our constant prayers accompany 
you, while We entreat from Heav- 
en abundant and perennial light to 
shine upon your minds and your 
work. We hope you will achieve all 
the benefits and fruits you expected 
form your conference, to guide 
your future activities; We extend 
to you Our most heartfelt wishes 
to this effect, and, as a pledge of 
heavenly favors,We impart to you 
Our fatherly and loving Apostolic 
Blessing. 


® “Practice the truth in love” (Eph. 4, 15). —Ed. 


f° 











The Mission of the Teacher 


An Address of Pope John XXIIl to Members of the Italian 
Association of Catholic Teachers 


Il Nostro cuore si apre 


UR HEART welcomes you 
with warm paternal affec- 
tion, beloved sons and 

daughters of the Italian Asso- 
ciation of Catholic Teachers, who 
have gathered in Rome from 
all regions of Italy to attend your 
national convention. We bid you 
welcome and are happy to express 
Our satisfaction on this occasion. 
These first days of September are 
the harbingers of another year of 
-labors and rewards for you in ful- 
filling the educational mission that 
you have chosen as your calling, to 
the best of your ability and for the 
good of the Church and of human 
society. 

In following the developments of 
your deserving association, We 
came to realize what spiritual 
wealth and what excellent cultural 
and educational preparation you 
have brought to your organization, 
which you caused to spread, within 
a few years, all over Italy, while 
pursuing the goal of training, 
assisting, and enlightening a con- 
stantly growing membership. You 
are especially dear to Us on ac- 
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count of the name, “Catholic 
teachers,” which you bear, and 
which is to you a keenly felt privi- 
lege and an incentive: the two 
words which comprise this name 
clearly summarize your beliefs, 
your aims, and your ideals. 


In praise of teachers 


Indeed, you are dear to Us first 
and foremost because you are en- 
gaged in a lofty and noble mission, 
which turns you into precious in- 
struments of the intellectual, civic, 
moral, and religious education of 
our young people, in whom rest the 
hopes of the Church and of the 
country. And you are dear to Us 
because your mission is often ac- 
complished in silence and with sac- 
rifice, and your work is performed 
with a self-effacing simplicity that 
does not ask for human recogni- 
tion, but is satisfied with the inner 
approval of your conscience. 

This occasion brings back to Our 
mind a multitude of memories, to- 
gether with the kindly counten- 
ances of teachers who devoted their 
whole lives to their mission, and 
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whom we have all known: serene 
and smiling figures, modest and yet 
firm, whom we remember bent with 
infinite patience over their pupils’ 
desks, in the act of quenching the 
thirst of those young, keen minds, 
which are sometimes restless but 
always eager to learn about and un- 
derstand the beauties of nature, 
which is the work of God, and to 
drink avidly from the springs of 
truth and wisdom. 


Words of encouragement 


Beloved sons and daughters! We 
are pleased to take this opportunity 
to say a few words to you in order 
to encourage and sustain you in 
your daily labors and to help you 
continue along the path that you 
have chosen, with perennially fresh 
energy and with a steadfast and 
unshakable purpose. We ask you 
“in visceribus Iesu Christi” 1 to be 
aware, at all times, of the greatness 
of your mission, so that you will 
bring a holy zeal to the perform- 
ance of whatever is required of 
you. 


Professional preparation 


Your first task is to shape the 
minds of your little pupils, which 
nowadays are helped toward more 
rapid growth by modern teaching 
techniques, whether they be read- 
ing aids or audio-visual materials. 


You must make a constant effort 
to keep abreast of the latest devel- 
opments and to meet the demands 
of your profession, which require, 
and will continue to require in the 
future, the resources of a wide and 
well-grounded knowledge. These 
requirements are clearly formu- 
lated in the theme of your conven- 
tion, that is, “Education at the ele- 
mentary school level.” We cannot 
but support all of your projects 
and efforts in this direction, aimed 
at solving the delicate and impor- 
tant problem of completing the ele- 
mentary school curriculum by 
means of complementary courses 
suited to the capabilities and re- 
quirements of youngsters from 10 
to 14 years of age. These courses 
should give the students a mature 
awareness of their duties, and the 
skills required of workers today, 
thereby preparing them either for 
vocational school or for immediate 
employment, without ruling out the 
possibility of attending regular 
high school. 

The solution of these problems 
opens before you new educational 
vistas, but will place increased de- 
mands on your professional prepa- 
ration: that is why We exhort you, 
with paternal affection, to contin- 
ue your training and to perfect it, 
so that you will be able to make 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 7-8, 1959. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Louciana G. M. Rose. 
Although this talk was delivered during a general audience, it was addressed 


to members of the Italian Association of Catholic Teachers. 


In it the Holy Father 


urges teachers to acquire professional training but not to forget that they are 
engaged in the spiritual formation of their pupils. 
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your influence felt in extent and in 
depth, and to master these new 
and difficult techniques in such a 
manner as to command respect and 
appreciation. 


Educators of souls 


You have been entrusted, how- 
ever, with an even nobler and lof- 
tier mission: you shape and mold 
the souls of your students. The 
image of the teacher that we all 
have hidden in our hearts among 
the dearest memories of childhood 
is always of someone performing 
that loftiest of functions, which 
makes them educators of souls by 
means of their words, their ex- 
ample, and their patient labor in 
the midst of difficulties and sacri- 
fices. 

St. John Chrysostom outlines the 
peerless mission of a teacher with 
the .well-known .and _profound 
words: “What can be greater than 
controlling the souls and the habits 
of youth? I consider the man who 
has mastered the art of shaping 
young souls as much greater than 
ali painters, sculptors, and art- 
ists.” 2 

This art cannot be learned from 
books, but only by the grace of God 
and by dint of prayer and the long 
apprenticeship of a Christian life, 
lived from the earliest fruitful 
years of schooling and studying. 
The greatness of the teacher’s mis- 
sion can be judged by the amount 
of responsibility involved: as We 
mentioned before, teachers are en- 
trusted with the very destiny of 
civilized society, because they mold 


tomorrow’s adults by instilling in- 
to their tender and pliant hearts, 
teachings and impressions which 
will remain with them for the rest 
of their lives. 

Teachers also arrange for fruit- 
ful contacts with the families of 
their students: these exchanges can 
be developed beyond a_ teacher- 
parent relationship in order to 
bring to bear the beneficial influ- 
ence of a faithful Christian witness. 
In this connection, all of us must 
aim at a continuous strengthening 
of our Catholic faith, and at devel- 
oping a strong Christian person- 
ality, which must permeate the 
practice of our profession. Let 
educators be shining examples in 
the conscientious performance of 
their duties, of their social aposto- 
late, and of their civic obligations. 


In the light of eternity 


We would like to communicate 
to you a last thought to sustain you 
in the performance of your duties 
as We have described them: by ed- 
ucating the minds and molding the 
souls of your students, you are ac- 
quiring one of the most luminous 
crowns in Heaven. 

Unfortunately, sometimes we 
permit to enter into the foreground 
educational projects, problems, and 
techniques which, although com- 
paratively important and urgent, 
must never hide the final goal 
toward which all of our actions 
must be oriented in order to have 
meaning. We must consider every- 
thing “sub specie aeternitatis,” 3 as 
all true teachers have been advis- 


1“Tn the heart of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1, 8)—Ed. 


* Homily 59-60 on Matt. 18: MG 58, 584. 
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ing over the centuries: we must 
consider everything from the 
standpoint of its eternal and un- 
changeable value. That is why We 
are encouraging you to carry out 
your duties with greater faith, 
more trusting hope, and more fer- 
vent charity, in the expectation of 
Heaven, for which our souls are 
yearning. * 

May you constantly see before 
your eyes the biblical words: “But 
they that are learned shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament, 
and they that instruct many to jus- 
tice, as stars for all eternity.” * Let 
this be your secret aspiration, the 
desire which will find satisfaction 
only in the possession of God. When 
the trials of life, the hardships of 
duty, fatigue, misunderstandings, 


* “Tn the light of eternity.”—Ed. 
* Dan. 12, 3. 


and crises threaten your peace of 
mind, let the thought of the glory 
which God is preparing in Heaven 
for His good and faithful servants 
give you fresh energy and courage. 

On the eve of the National Eu- 
charistic Congress, We entrust you 
to our Divine Savior, with the 
prayer that His grace and help may 
be with you always in fulfilling 
your delicate and most noble mis- 
sion. To enhance the joy of this 
meeting of children with their com- 
mon Father, with all Our heart We 
impart to you, your loved ones, 
your students, your president, and 
the assistants of the Italian Na- 
tional Association of Catholic 
Teachers, Our Apostolic Benedic- 
tion. 











Four Brief Messages 
of Pope John XXIll 


The Chair of Unity Octave 


The tender emotion which filled the Sacred Heart of Jesus when He saw 
the multitudes, "and had compassion on them, because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd" (Mark 6, 34), cannot but permeate the soul of His Vicar 
on earth, as We contemplate the great numbers to whom the Good News 
has not yet been preached, or especially those who are unhappily separated 
from communion with this Holy See and the Chair of Peter, center of unity 
in belief and love. 

Like the Divine Savior, the Successor of Peter may exclaim: "Other sheep 
| have that are not of this fold. Them also | must bring, and they shall hear 
my voice” (John 10, 16). Indeed, Our illustrious Predecessors and We Our- 
selves have frequently addressed loving appeals to Our separated brethren, 
inviting them affectionately to return to their Father's House, that the Re- 
deemer's prayer may be fulfilled: “and there shall be one Fold, and one 
Shepherd” (John 10, 16). 

Prayer, in fact, is the first and principal means to be used to bring about 
this yearned-for Unity, as your beloved Founder, Father Paul Wattson, so 
clearly saw; and he therefore promoted the Chair of Unity Octave, during 
which fervent supplications should be raised to the Almighty for the return 
of all to the one true Faith. 

We gladly make Our own the words of Our immediate Predecessor of 
happy memory, Pope Pius XII, by expressing the prayerful wish that this 
practice ''be spread everywhere in the world as widely as possible," especially 
in view of the forthcoming General Council, during which it is hoped that 
Our separated brethren will be copiously illuminated and strengthened by 
the Divine Comforter. As We wrote in Our encyclical letter "Ad Petri 
Cathedram,"' the Council ''will surely be a wonderful manifestation of truth, 
unity, and charity; a manifestation. indeed, which it is Our hope that those 
who behold it, but who are separated from this Apostolic See, will receive 
as a gentle invitation to seek and find that unity for which Jesus Christ prayed 
so ardently to His heavenly Father" (June 29, 1959). [See TPS, Autumn 1959, 
v.5, no.4, p. 369.] 

Encouraging you and your community to ever more strenuous efforts in 
the propagation of the Chair of Unity Octave, We urgently invite the faithful 
of every race and clime to join in this period of prayer; and in pledge of 
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copious heavenly graces and favors upon all participating therein, as well as 
upon those for whom they pray, We cordially impart to you, beloved son, 
to the members of your Congregation, the associates of your League of 
Prayer, and to all those taking part in the Chair of Unity Octave, Our paternal 
and affectionate Apostolic Benediction. 

From the Vatican, October 28, 1959. 


—John XXIII, Letter to Angelus Delahunt, Superior 
General of the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement. 


True freedom 


We are happy to extend Our welcome to you, gentlemen, Regents of San 
Marino. We are thus given an opportunity—and a very welcome one—to 
express Our sentiments of benevolence toward your ancient and glorious 
republic, which is beloved of this Apostolic See for many reasons. 

The head of Christianity cannot fail to observe that your republic feels 
with great intensity the spiritual ties which, from the time of her origins to 
this day, bind her to the name of a saint, while her religious and civic tradi- 
tions can be traced back to the influence of that saint's spirit, together with 
the special gifts of industriousness, of wisdom, and of courteous hospitality 
(the latter was put to a severe test during the last war): a heritage of which 
you can justly be proud. 

We would also like to remark, with satisfaction, upon the fact that your 
republic not only is a great attraction for tourists from different countries 
because of her ancient monuments, her lovely landscapes, and her artistic 
beauties, but also has earned—despite the modest size of her geographic 
expanse—the respect and esteem of everyone because of her ideal of free- 
dom with justice, which can be observed in action within her boundaries. 

The love for freedom in which you were brought up and educated can 
boast of exquisitely Christian roots among you. Your fathers captured the 
true meaning of freedom when they taught you never to separate its name 
from the name of God, who is its irreplaceable foundation. True freedom is 
a gift of God, and can truly blossom and prosper only where the spirit of 
God dwells: “ubi spiritus Dei, ibi libertas"’ [where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom] (2 Cor. 3, 17). Along with this, your fathers taught you 
how to protect this precious gift from being lightly abandoned, and your 
fathers also showed you the way to se ure the desirable fruits of freedom 
such as peace, harmony, and a respect for those spiritual values on which 
depend human well-being and the permanency of public institutions. 

We like to recall this lesson taught by your history, because the word 
freedom" is uttered by men perhaps more often than any other word while 
its true essence eludes the grasp of the majority. The reason for this is easily 
discovered. Men have believed that they had freedom securely in their pos- 
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session and have placed it under an armed guard; they also have placed it 
in the safekeeping of the law and of human conventions, and have neglected 
to build it on the unbreakable rock of faith in God. However, if we put God 
to one side, we find that, without God, freedom is merely a word written 
on water. Without God's help, no house can be solidly built, nor is there 
any city that can rely for its defense only on the vigilance of men (cf. Ps. 126, 


At this time, the best wish We can extend to Our dear people of San Marino 
is that they may be faithful to their noble traditions, and that the genuine 
spirit of Christianity may inspire the country's public institutions more and 
more. Your glory is freedom: but it must be the freedom of children of 
God, which will bind you into one large family, where peace and harmony 
reign, sheltered from the violent shake-ups which plague much bigger nations, 
and where all may see a convincing example of well-being firmly based on 
the eternal principles of the Gospel. 

With this wish, We pray God to bestow upon you, gentlemen Regents, and 
upon your people, the bounty of His divine assistance, secured through the 
intercession of your Patron Saint, as a pledge of which We impart to you, 
with affection, the Apostolic blessing. 


—John XXIll. To the Regents of San Marino. May 18, 1959. 


Niels Steensen and Our Separated Brethren 


Your presence here, on the day after the solemnities that have just taken 
place in Florence in honor of Niels Steensen, affords Us very special pleasure. 
As a matter of fact, it calls to mind the character of this eminent man whose 
knowledge and zeal have shed brilliance equally on Denmark, which gave him 
birth; on Italy, his country by adoption, which brought him to the Catholic 
faith; and on Germany, where he exercised the greatest part of his episcopal 
ministry: three countries dear to Us. It pleases Us to see them represented 
here at a time when the completion of the diocesan investigation allows the 
progress of the beatification cause of this great servant of God to be favor- 
ably regarded. 

You know, as We do, the deep admiration that Our great predecessor, 
Pope Pius XII of venerated memory, entertained for Niels Steensen, and the 
homage: that he gave him on two memorable occasions: in his broadcast to 
the First Congress of the Catholics of Denmark, on Pentecost, May 24, 1953; 
then, still more explicitly, on the following October 22, while welcoming to 
Castelgandolfo the Danes who had come to Italy at the time of the recog- 
nition and transfer of the remains of their renowned countryman. 

We share these sentiments entirely. First of all, We admire in Niels Steen- 
sen—Nicolas Sténon, as he is called in French—the famous scholar who, 
with scientific exactitude remarkable in his day, studied the works of God in 
order to know better their inner structure. Everyone agrees in recognizing 
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him, in the realms of anatomy, biology, geology, crystallography, as a pioneer 
whose ingenious intuitions have brought lasting and even definitive attain- 
ments to science. 

But in the designs of Providence, this could be only a stage of his earthly 
journey, a course that would lead to more sublime ascents. If the light of 
reason had illumined the first part of his life and had caused him to bring 
forth fruits so valuable, the brilliant light of the Catholic faith shone in the 
second and was the source of a harvest richer and more valuable still, for 
the consolation and edification of the entire Church. 

From the moment when he found in the Catholic Church the fullness of 
Christian faith, Sténon dreamed only of giving himself entirely to pious and 
charitable works. Renouncing his professorship in anatomy at the University 
of Copenhagen, he prepared for the priesthood. And his virtues shone from 
that time with such brilliance that Our predecessor, Blessed Innocent XI, when 
appointing a Vicar Apostolic for the northern regions of Europe, almost imme- 
diately considered him. He had been a priest hardly two years when he 
received episcopal consecration in Rome in 1677. He who conferred it on 
him was one of the most eminent members of the Roman Curia, and We are 
pleased to recall in passing this other great figure which is familiar to Us: 
that of Cardinal Gregorio Barbarigo, former bishop of Bergamo and of 
Padua, and a model for the prelates of his time, whom bonds of esteem and 
friendship united to Nicolas Sténon. 

During the nine years that remained for him on earth, you know, as We 
do, what was the life of poverty of the new bishop, mortified, afflicted with 
countless physical and mental sufferings. We should like, however, to high- 
light a trait which seems to Us very real and at the same time quite charac- 
teristic of the apostolate of Nicolas Sténon: his zeal in leading non-Catholics 
back into the Church. Having himself travelled the laborious way that led him 
to the heart of the Church of Jesus Christ, he was pursued by a real interior 
agony in thinking of the numerous souls—particularly those of his countrymen 
—who were deprived of the full light of Revelation, and he burned with ardent 
longing to bring them to the road of truth. Willingly did he say with St. Paul: 
'Tristitia mihi magna est et continuus dolor cordi meo: optabam enim ego 
ipse anathema esse a Christo pro fratribus meis!"—'l have great sadness 
and continuous sorrow in my heart. For | could wish to be anathema myself 
from Christ for the sake of my brethren." (Rom. 9, 2-3.) 

This sentiment was the source of an indefatigable activity marked by two 
traits whereby one recognizes the true sons of the Church: an inviolable 
attachment to all matters of revealed doctrine, and a great respect and 
tender love for those who do not share our beliefs. It is by these means that 
Holy Church, today as in the days of Nicolas Sténon, labors to lead all His 
sheep back to the fold of Jesus Christ. That, you know, is one of the main 
concerns of Our pontificate and an effort in which We are depending on 
the cooperation of all Our sons, and more especially on those who, like 
Nicolas Sténon and like you, live in contact with our separated brethren. 

From the example of this admirable man, may you be able to draw new 
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enthusiasm for the service of this great cause. This is the prayer that We 
make before God at the end of this brief review, while We grant to all of 
you, and especially to Our Venerable Brother, the Most Reverend Helmut 
Hermann Wittler, the devoted Bishop of Osnabriick, to Our other Venerable 
Brothers here present, and to the different religious and civil authorities, a 
great Apostolic Benediction. 
—John XXIII. To the International Committee in 
Honor of Niels Steensen. October 14, 1959. 


The Christian concept of work 


.. . We are gratified to welcome you [delegates to an Italian convention 
on the dignity of labor] here, after the closing of the Convention, thereby 
fulfilling your heart-warming request for a far-reaching and propitiatory bless- 
ing from Us. 

This gesture of yours shows the depth of your faith, and is consistent with 
your lofty purpose, which is oriented toward a search for the things of the 
spirit above any other consideration. Indeed, We learned from your stat- 
utes that your aim is "to enhance the moral value of the worker's contribution 
in society and in his places of work;'' We noticed that you are endeavoring 
to contribute ‘the benefit of your experience and wisdom toward achieving 
a solution of existing social problems and toward the brotherhood of all 
those sharing . . . in the productive process;'' We realize that you are 
working to "bring about the betterment of human relations within the 
framework of the employing organizations, to enable both employers and 
employees to develop and enrich their personalities to a maximum." 

These words constitute a program for continuous improvement in the 
field of work; this program is an indispensable condition for the creation, in 
that field, of a kind of life ever more peaceful and noble, through the prac- 
tice of brotherly and effective cooperation. Without this harmonious co- 
operation, it is impossible for man to achieve a genuinely Christian concep- 
tion of human work, which takes into consideration the person of redeemed 
man, and brings him to an increasingly clear realization of both his respon- 
sibility and his dignity. 

We must be grateful to God for the beneficial changes which have been 
taking place in this field by dint of so many joint efforts. At the time in which 
Our Predecessor Leo XIII, of beloved memory, was writing his famous En- 
cyclical Letter ‘‘Rerum novarum," he had before his eyes a sorrowful picture: 
his words still ring with a strong warning to those who were treading upon 
the sacred rights of the human personality. In our time the situation has 
greatly improved, and Our frequent meetings with representatives of different 
trades and of various labor unions are a source of constant gratification to Us. 
Your own gathering here today affords a good example of this. You are 
transforming work into an instrument of moral perfection and of brotherly 
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cooperation between management and labor, within the framework of di- 
vine teaching and the Church's social doctrine. Many years of fruitful and 
successful activity have brought gratifying recognition to many of you, and 
for this We extend to you Our warmest congratulations. 

Now that you are going back to your daily occupations, you must un- 
ceasingly labor in the cause of good, practicing justice, equity, and charity, 
in order to turn your works into abundant merits for eternity. To this end, 
We counsel you to practice the Christian virtues, without which every 
human effort is lame and fruitless: We especially advise the practice of the 
works of mercy, of self-sacrifice, and of good example. Above all, let 
prayer be the very air you breathe and the food which nourishes you, accord- 
ing to the maxim of Benedict of Norcia: "Ora et labora” [Pray and work], 
always remembering that even the loftiest and most praiseworthy human 
activities are not completed on an earthly level, but soar up toward the 
City of God. And, conducting yourselves thus, you will lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither rust nor moth consumes, nor thieves break 
in and steal'’ (Matt. 6, 20). When that time comes, your labors will be ended, 
and everyone will receive from God a just reward, according to his conduct of 
life on earth, and according to whether he practiced truthfulness and right- 
eous living. 

We entreat an abundance of divine favors for each one of you, on your 
beloved families, and on your absent colleagues: and We are happy to im- 
part to you Our Apostolic Blessing, from the bottom of Our heart, as a 
pledge of these heavenly favors, and to confirm Our benevolence toward 
all of you. 


—John XXIll. Excerpt from an address to delegates in Rome for a 
convention on the dignity of labor. October 17, 1959. 











The Eucharistic Bread 


A Radio Broadcast of Pope John XXill at the Closing 
of the Sixteenth Eucharistic Congress in Italy 


Cantemus Domino 


ANTEMUS DOMINO, glor- 
iose enim magnificatus 
est”: Let us sing to the 

Lord for he is gloriously magni- 

fied! 1 

We like to repeat these words of 
praise and gratitude to our Divine 
Savior on this momentous occasion, 
at the closing of the Sixteenth Na- 
tional Eucharistic Congress, when 
all of you, Venerable Brethren and 
beloved children, are gathered 
around Jesus’ Eucharistic Throne. 
This Congress brought multitudes 
of faithful believers together in 
Catania from all parts of Sicily and 
Italy. 

How well do We remember Ca- 
tania, from the joyful days of Our 
meeting with Catania’s Venerable 
Archbishop, Cardinal Nava, who 
gave Us hospitality in his house 
during Our brief stay in his town 
in 1923. We were then promoting 
in Italy a revival of interest and 
active support for the missions, 
thereby continuing the work We 
had started two years before under 
Pope Benedict XV of beloved and 
revered memory. 
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September 18, 1959 


The city of Etna, overlooking the 
Ionian Sea, majestic as a queen, 
girded by impressively beautiful 
landscapes, rich in ancient monu- 
ments, but even richer in memories 
of Christian splendor, has just been 
the center of enthusiastic manifes- 
tations of honor toward the Most 
Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. 

That is why you are especially 
close to Our heart tonight, and We 
take pleasure in expressing to you, 
by means of this radio broadcast, 
Our deep satisfaction. It is only 
natural for Us to add the expres- 
sion of Our personal devotion to the 
enthusiastic tribute of love and 
praise which is being rendered to 
the Eucharist: and as We do, We 
hope to sustain the faithful in their 
faith, and, as it were, affix Our seal 
to the new prayerful and glorious 
page which Our beloved children 
of Italy have just added to their 
religious history. 

Your prayers, your chants, and 
the solemn rites in which you have 
been participating, were all offered 
as tokens of unceasing adoration to 
the Eucharistic Bread, which was 
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revealed to you in all its inspiring 
splendor, with the help of the in- 
structions of your learned Masters 
of the Congress. To sum up the 
achievements of the past few days, 
We can certainly say that in devo- 
tion to the Eucharist exists the 
most luminous and most complete 
expression of the Catholic religion. 


Christ in the Eucharist 


The Sacrament of the Altar is 
indeed called, at the moment of the 
consecration of the chalice, “Mys- 
terium fidei,’ mystery of faith, 
that is, the living epitome of the 
whole Catholic creed. In fact, the 
Sun of Justice, Jesus, the only 
Mediator between God and man, 
the unbloody Victim of the re- 
concilation between heaven and 
earth, pours forth His rays from 
the Eucharist, which is an eternal 
memorial to the sacrifice which He 
offered on Mount Calvary for our 
salvation. He is present in it as 
Head of the Mystical Body, the 
fountainhead of the sacraments, 
which endow the spiritual garden 
of the Church with fruitfulness 
and beauty. 

Jesus Christ said one day, antic- 
ipating the triumph which the ig- 
nominy of the Cross was going to 
earn for Him: “And I, if I be lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all 
things to myself.” 2 These words 


are a fitting description of the Eu-. 


charistic Bread and of the wealth 
of heavenly treasure which it con- 
tains. The sacrament of the Eu- 
charist is also a center of mysteri- 
ous attraction. 

Twenty centuries of progress in 
the sciences, arts, culture, and eco- 
nomics, and the changes in the 
fields of politics and sociology have 
not altered the efficacy of Christ’s 
words: “Amen, amen I say to you, 
unless you eat the flesh of the Son 
of Man, and drink his blocd, you 
shall not have life in you... This 
is the bread that has come down 
from Heaven . . . He who eats this 
bread shall live forever.” * 

Therefore, silencing the confused 
voices of our ever-present oppon- 
ents through the strength of our 
faith and the intensity of our 
praise, and looking up to the mul- 
titude of saints and martyrs, who 
derived their secret strength and 
their greatness from the Eucharist, 
let us repeat together to Jesus: 
“Lord, give us always this bread” 
because You are “the Bread of 
life.” # 


Three attributes of the Bread 


Venerable Brethren and beloved 
children! We will not expand on 
the meaning of the fourth request 
in the Lord’s Prayer, which was 
chosen as the theme of this Con- 
gress. We would like, however, in 
this solemn hour, to stress the three 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 14-15, 1959. 
lation prepared for The Pope Speaks by Louciana G. M. Rose. 

This address was delivered over the Vatican Radio to the faithful attending the 
Eucharistic Congress being held in Catania, Sicily. An estimated 150,000 persons 
were present at the congress. 


Italian text. Trans- 
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attributes of the “daily bread” 
which the children of the Church 
must pray for and expect with 
trustful desire from the generosity 
of the Heavenly Father. 

a) First of all the bread must be 
“ours,” that is, asked for in every- 
body’s name. “Our Lord,” St. John 
Chrysostom admonishes, “taught 
us by means of the Lord’s Prayer 
to pray to God in behalf of our 
brethren as well as ourselves. He 
wants us, in other words, to offer 
prayers to Him to promote not only 
our own interests, but also those of 
our neighbor. He intends thereby 
to discourage enmities and arro- 
gance.”’ 5 

b) The bread must also be nour- 
ishing, that is, capable of sustain- 
ing life. And since man is made up 
of body and immortal spirit, the 
bread which we must ask of God 
shall be not only “temporal” bread, 
but, as St. Thomas, the Eucharis- 
tic Doctor, observes, it must be, 
first of all, “spiritual bread,” which 
is God himself, truth to be contem- 
plated, and goodness to be loved: it 
must also be “sacramental bread,” 
that is, the Body of the Savior, sign 
and viaticum of eternal life.® 

ce) The third attribute of the 
daily bread, last but not least, is 
its oneness, a symbol and cause of 
unity. “Quemadmodum enim cor- 
pus illud Christo jungitur, ita et 
nos per panem hune unimur,” St. 
John Chrysostom continues, “as 
that body is in fact joined to 
Christ, by the same token we also 


' Ba. 15, 1. 

* John 12, 32. 

* John 6, 54 and 59. 
* John 6, 34-35. 


are united by 
bread.” 7 

There can be no doubt of the fact 
that the Eucharistic Bread is a 
symbol and source of unity in the 
Mystical Body, whether through 
the minds which it illuminates and 
leads to a profession of the same 
divine truth or through the wills 
which it inflames with the same 
fire of love for God and neighbor: 
this fire does not remain concealed 
behind the walls of our homes and 
churches, but tends of its very na- 
ture to spread out and to enkindle. 


means of this 


Fruits of Eucharistic devotion 


If only all Christians would bet- 
ter understand the Eucharist and 
partake of it more worthily and 
more frequently! Abundant fruits 
of harmony, of peace, and of spirit- 
ual perfection would then ripen in 
the Church and in the whole world. 
Many problems which trouble mod- 
ern minds would be more promptly 
and effectively solved, thanks to a 
feeling of sincere and perfect 
brotherhood which would restrain 
the individual from taking danger- 
ous initiatives and would strength- 
en his refusal to compromise with 
the forces of evil and the tempta- 
tions of this world. 

True devotion to the Eucharist 
helps man achieve loyalty, right- 
eousness, and moral uprightness, 
regardless of personal sacrifice, in 
his efforts to bring about the com- 
mon good. We do not hesitate to 
affirm that rulers and their sub- 


5 Homily XIX, on Matt. 6: Migne PG 57, 278. 
° Cf. Comm. in Matt., c. VI. 
7 Homily XXIV, 2, on 1 Cor.: Migne PG 61, 200. 
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jects will remain prey to natural 
selfishness and discord unless their 
laws comply with the norms of 
Christian love and justice, of which 
the Sacrament of the Altar is a 
true and inexhaustible source. We 
must realize that the Eucharist 
promotes not only the good of the 
faithful communicants, but also, 
according to the Angelic Doctor, 
the common spiritual good of the 
whole Church, which is substantial- 
ly present in the sacrament.’ 

Venerable Brethren and Beloved 
Children! The Breviary contains 
this edifying sentence in the lesson 
for the Feast of St. Agatha: “Mul- 
to praestantior est christiana hu- 
militas et servitus regum opibus ac 
superbia”: “the Christian humility 
of the servants of God is vastly su- 
perior to the riches and pride of 
kings.” 


Jesus and Mary 


This humility and willingness in 
the service of God and His Church 
moved you today to offer this pro- 
fession of faith and love, and your 
faith and love are sure to grow 
stronger than they were in the 
past, after the consecration of Italy 
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

We trust that, as a result of the 
homage they have just paid to the 
Virgin Mary, all Italians will be 
strengthened in their fervor and 
veneration for the Blessed Virgin 
as Mother of the Mystical Body, of 
which the Eucharist is the symbol 
and vital center. We trust that 
they will imitate in her the most 
perfect model of union with Jesus, 


® Summa Theologica III, q. 65, art. 3, ad 1. 
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our Head; We trust that they will 
join Mary in her offering of the 
Divine Victim, and that they will 
ask for her motherly mediation to 
obtain for the Church the gifts of 
unity, of peace, and especially of a 
new luxuriant blossoming of reli- 
gious vocations. The consecration 
to Mary will thus become an incen- 
tive to a more earnest practice of 
the Christian virtues, a most effec- 
tive defense against the evils that 
are threatening us, and a source of 
well-being which will be temporal, 
too, according to Christ’s promises. 


Prayer to the Eucharist 


Divine Bread descended from 
Heaven to bring life to the world! 
Kind Shepherd of our souls, “Hid- 
den God,” You who bring new life 
to families and to nations by Your 
grace, look down from Your throne 
upon the Italian nation, which, in 
complete spiritual unity, offers to 
You the expression of her loyalty 
and love. You blessed Italy with 
an incomparable privilege by 
choosing her as the seat of Your 
Vicar on Earth; for centuries she 
has been praising You, Lord, in her 
cathedrals, in the magnificent 
paintings of her artists, in the 
words of her poets, and in the sim- 
ple and industrious life of her an- 
cient cities. May her sons in the 
homeland, and her emigrants, 
faithful heirs to the devotion of 
their fathers, whom We were de- 
lighted to meet during Our travels 
East and West, be kept close to You 
in the steadfastness of their faith, 
in the certainty of their hope, and 
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in the fervor of their charity. We 
humbly ask you, Lord, always to be 
their master, their comfort, and 
their Savior, and to give them, 
from the altar on which Your sac- 
rifice is perennially renewed, the 
nourishment which preserves from 
death and corruption. 

We especially recommend to 
Your mercy the sick, the poor, the 
afflicted, the hungry, and the unem- 
ployed, and We entreat the conso- 
lations of Your Providence for each 
and every one. We pray You to turn 
families into fruitful centers of 
Christian living. We offer You our 
young people, hope of Church and 
fatherland, that they may be saved 
from all dangers to body and soul, 
and may grow to fulfill their duties 
in life with serene earnestness. We 
offer You our prayers for our 
priests, for seminarians, for dedi- 


cated souls, educators, and work- 
ers. May the abundance of Your 
grace descend upon them all. May 
Italy, who derives her greatness 
from You, continue to be an ex- 
ample of the virtues of kindness 
and generosity, the birthplace of 
saints, and a center of enlighten- 
ment and truth. 


The Apostolic Blessing 


In this trust and hope, and to 
crown worthily this devout glorifi- 
cation of the “Bread of Angels,” 
which became a “food for us pil- 
grims,” We impart Our Apostolic 
Blessing to all those attending this 
solemn rite either in person or in 
spirit, and, in the first place, to Our 
Cardinal Legate, to the Venerable 
Cardinals, to the pious Archbishop 
of Catania, and to Our Brethren 
in the Episcopate. 


A ds 








Thoughts for Missionary Students 


An Address of Pope John XXIill to Students of the Pontifical 
Urban College of the Propagation of the Faith 


Le espressioni 


ENERABLE Brethren and 

beloved sons! The kind words 

just spoken by Our beloved 
son, Cardinal Agagianian, Pro- 
Prefect -of the Sacred Congrega- 
tion for the Propagation of the 
Faith, affect Us deeply and evoke 
Our gratitude to him and to the 
venerable Cardinal Prefect, whom 
he represents with such grace and 
nobility. 

This beautiful morning here on 
the Janiculum evokes three words, 
three thoughts, three songs. 

The words are: keen joy, father- 
ly advice, cheerful encouragement. 


I 
FIRST, JOY 


One month has passed since the 
start of Our Pontificate, which, in 
the pastoral succession from St. 
Peter, has settled briefly on Our 
person, and will continue on its 
course to the end of time. 

Our Pontificate began on Octo- 
ber 28, the evening of the feast of 
Saints Simon and Jude. The Car- 
dinals’ votes settled on Our humble 
name, and We had only to bow Our 
head to the formidable weight. 
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November 30, 1958 


On the day of solemn coronation 
in the church of St. Peter, sacred 
to the memories of the two Princes 
of the Apostles, We were invested 
with the sacred tiara, symbol of 
the triple authority which makes 
the Pope father of princes, pastor 
of the world, and Vicar of Christ. 

A few days later We assumed 
charge of Our Cathedral, the 
sacred Archbasilica dedicated to 
two Johns, the Baptist and the 
Evangelist; shortly after that 
came the start of a new school year 
at the Lateran Academy, jubilant 
with generous, untroubled youth- 
fulness. 

This morning, on the dies nata- 
lis! of Saint Andrew, St. Peter’s 
brother, We are here on the Janic- 
ulum with you, in your home and 
Ours, dear students of “Propagan- 
da,” who constitute a magnificent 
panorama of the children of Our 
Lord and of Holy Church, scat- 
tered throughout the world. 

In fact, to give the final touches 
to Our new way of life, nothing 
could have been more pleasing and 
meaningful to Us, as a contribu- 
tion toward a complete program of 
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pastoral action, than Our visit 
here this morning on the feast day 
of St. Andrew, the dear brother of 
the apostolic Fisherman. 


Broad horizons 


From the center of Rome to the 
most faraway towns, the horizon 
widens until it embraces the very 
ends of the world. 

On this matter of staying in 
your own country or leaving for 
faraway nations, the Gospel of St. 
Mark—that Evangelist whom un- 
til yesterday in Venice We called 
peculiarly Our own—is especially 
precise and vivid: “Euntes in 
mundum universum: praedicate 
Evangelium omni creaturae.” 2 

An interpreter of this brief but 
explicit passage from the history 
of Christ, which reaches from its 
central point out to the ends of the 
earth, summarizes evangelization 
in two statements, as follows: 
“Sacerdotium Salvatoris mundi: 
Imperium Salvatoris mundi.” ® 

These words state truthfully 
and eloquently the purpose of your 
presence here in Rome, sons of dif- 
ferent lands, who have come from 
every shore, all called together by 
the same divine vocation which 
will lead you forth to teach souls 
and to establish the mysterious 
dominion of divine grace through 
the whole world and through all 
time. 


i 
FATHERLY ADVICE 


After Our joy comes a warning 
regarding what God expects of 
each one of you for the country 
from which you come, or in what- 
ever work God Himself points out 
as the one to which you are to 
devote your life. 

Priestly action will never be 
able to guide the world spiritually 
except on a threefold requirement 
for moral elevaticn on which de- 
pend the success of every mission- 
ary and an ever new triumph of 
truth and grace in the Catholic 
Church. 

Dear young men! You read in 
Our heart more than what Our lips 
can tell you. 

The pure glory of the Catholic 
priesthood, in any place on earth 
and in all the services of a good 
apostolate — especially now, and, 
without any doubt, in the future 
also—consists of this: an immacu- 
late life, by which is meant purity 
of mind and heart; a spirit of 
meekness and humility; and the 
pure perpetual flame of action and 
sacrifice. 


An immaculate life 


a) Do not be swayed or enticed 
by every wind of doctrine, or by 
any breeze which may detract in 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, December 1-2, 1958. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Annunciata Costa. 

This address was delivered at the College for the Propagation of the Faith imme- 
diately after Pope John had celebrated Mass there. 
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the slightest from the entirety of 
this principle, for it is the basis of 
every other principle. Every con- 
cession on this matter, every com- 
promise, even in a small measure, 
will always result in deception and 
disappointment. 

Dear sons: How sad is the fate 
of withered flowers! From them 
was expected perfume, beauty, and 
the admiration of the people. In- 
stead a gust of wind and storm has 
uprooted everything. 

How sad when the flower of 
youth is spoiled! In what pain and 
hardship does he walk for long 
years who did not honor the great 
promise for which he consecrated 
himself to God! 

An immaculate life is always 
freshness and poetry, always joy 
and enthusiasm, always a charm 
that conquers souls. 


The spirit of humility 
b) Another precious ornament of 


the priestly life lies in meekness — 


and humility. 

In fact, the Son of God, who 
came on earth to teach men, 
taught nothing more clearly and 
precisely than this lesson: humil- 
ity of spirit, of mind, of word, of 
deed. 

This humility is often silence; 
this meekness may seem a weak- 
ness. In reality, it is strength of 
character and great dignity of life; 
it is a sign of true worth, even 


1 “Rirthday.”—Ed. 
*“Go into the whole world and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16, 
15).—Ed. 
*“The priesthood of the Savior of the world: the kingship of the Savior of the 
world” (Biblia Sacra Secundum Vulgatam Clementinam, edited by Michael Hetzen- 
auer, O.F.M. Cap.).—Ed, 


when it is a matter of peacefully 
bringing about easy relations 
among men. 

Success is always assured to the 
humble of heart. He who is not 
humble, who gives in to the temp- 
tation of presumptuous pride, is 
destined to experience bitter days; 
he will soon find himself empty- 
handed, and spend years in great 
distress. 


Truth 


c) Study, too, which draws in- 
spiration from heavenly wisdom 
and thus provides the consolations 
of true and thorough knowledge, 
must be regarded very highly, 
when it is rooted in the firm inten- 
tion of leading single-mindedly to 
the acquisition, diffusion, and de- 
fense of truth. 

Such study well deserves the at- 
tention of young men called to the 
universal apostolate: to the trans- 
mission of grace from one’s heart 
to that of one’s brothers, and the 
use of scholarship for learning re- 
vealed doctrine and for the glory 
of Christ. 


Love of the cross 


It is fitting here to apply the 
warning of the Apostle: “Blessed 
are you, young men, because you 
are strong.” 

Such strength finds its most 
glorious manifestations in the 
spirit of sacrifice, which is a mor- 
tification and a reduction of one’s 
very self to nothing, offering it as 
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a holocaust to the will of Our Lord 
and for the edification of souls. 

Now that We have arrived at 
this point, Our message receives 
a sacred inspiration, which comes 
alive and speaks on this thirtieth 
of November. Every one of the 
faithful, every priest in particu- 
lar, knows that St. Andrew is the 
Apostle of the Cross. 

To this favored apostle, loved so 
much by Him,—dilexit Dominus 
Andream in odorem suavitatis— 
Jesus gave this blessing of love of 
the cross, while He seemed to pre- 
fer giving Peter firmness of faith 
and John tenderness of love. 

Faith, love, and the cross, there- 
fore, render the priest especially 
worthy. 

The Holy Roman Church, mother 
and teacher of all the Churches, 
does nothing more expressive of 
the praise of the Apostle of the 
Cross, than to have the most mov- 
ing passages of the Acts composed 
by the presbyters at Patras re- 
sound in his honor, interweaving 
them with the poetry which this 
lofty subject inspires. 

What words! Sometimes the or- 
dinary, innocent occupations of 
life, the taste for different forms 
of thought, even the exercises of 
charity in various circumstances, 
may draw one away from fidelity 
to the main duties of the aposto- 
late. 

The voice of Jesus is heard by 
His most faithful followers; He 
says: “Come, follow me. I want 
to make you fishers of men!” And 


the moment has come when grace 
is most alive and active. Then 
Blessed Andrew leaves even the 
nets by which he earned his living, 
to follow Christ, who asks of him 
greater sacrifices. 

St. Andrew! Doctor bonus et 
amicus Dei,* who at the end, as a 
happy desired climax to his whole 
life, permits himself to be led to 
the cross, and watching it come, 
greets it in ecstasy “Salve, crux 
pretiosa: suscipe discipulum Eius 
qui pependiit in te Magister meus 
Christus!” & 

Among the dearest memories of 
Our life and of Our apostolic trav- 
els are two visits We made to the 
place of St. Andrew’s martyrdom, 
and the place where his body was 
kept for several centuries before 
its final journey to Rome. 

Patras is almost the junction 
point between the shores of the 
Greek world and the Latin. 

Andrew is a name of meekness, 
joy, and peace. The lessons of his 
life offer an answer to the ever 
more pressing concern of Peter’s 
successors that the spirit of recon- 
ciliation and brotherly friendliness 
may return especially to those— 
and they number, by the grace of 
God, hundreds of millions—who 
are distinguished by worship and 
love of the Cross. 


Il 
CHEERFUL ENCOURAGEMENT 


Dear sons of the Propaganda! 
The first Holy Mass celebrated by 


“Good teacher and friend of God.”—Ed. : 
®“Hail, precious cross: receive this disciple of my Lord Christ Who hung on 


thee.”—Ed. 





100 


the new Pontiff outside the Vatican 
—Cardinal Agagianian pleasantly 
made note of this fact—under the 
auspices of St. Andrew, will be a 
daily encouragement for us in the 
battle for purity, for a Christian 
spirit of meekness and humility, 
and love of the cross, as we pre- 
pare with our present lives for the 
victory of the redemption and 
unity of our brothers. A daily en- 
couragement, We say, for Us, who 
love this brother of St. Peter in a 
special way, and for you, who rec- 
ognize every force for apostolic 
zeal according to the measure of 
its spirit of kindness, understand- 
ing, and mutual edification. 

Dear sons, how We should like 
to prolong Our conversation with 
you on this great theme of the 
sanctification of the young clergy, 
and especially the missionary 
clergy! But in all things here be- 
low sunt certi denique fines;*® a 
few remarks must suffice. The 
satisfaction which We have expe- 
rienced this morning in granting 
you the privilege of Our presence, 
worth little because of Our person, 
but worth everything because of 
the office whose responsibility and 
honor Christ has conferred on Us, 
is deepened with a particular 
pleasure because of a happy cir- 
cumstance which We would like to 
point out. 


° “There are fixed limits set.”—Ed. : 
7“Tt is Christ who conquers; Christ who reigns; Christ who rules.”—Ed. 
®°“Flee, enemy hosts; the Lion of the tribe of Juda has conquered.”—Ed. 
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Here it is: our dwellings on the 
Vatican and on the Janiculum face 
each other, one the Apostolic Pal- 
ace, and the other the Urban Col- 
lege: let us say they look at each 
other, they speak to each other, 
they understand each other. One 
and the same inspiration, one and 
the same prayer unites our senti- 
ments, like the murmuring of the 
two large fountains in St. Peter’s 
Square, which night and day con- 
tinue with the same song and at the 
same height. So it is with us: with 
the Pope—your father and the 
father of all Christianity ; and with 
you young men who are learning 
here how to continue the daily ef- 
fort for holiness, for salvation, and 
for the redemption in Christ of the 
whole world. 

Amid the harmony of the two 
fountains, which call to mind the 
perpetual waters of heavenly grace 
going up to the glory of Christ, 
stands the obelisk holding the most 
notable relic of the Cross of Christ 
on its apex, while beneath contin- 
ues the hymn of the peoples and 
of the centuries, the hymn of the 
Apostles, of the martyrs, of the 
confessors: Christus vincit; Chris- 
tus regnat; Christus imperat! 7 No 
fear of the enemies of God: Fugite 
partes adversae: Vicit Leo de tribu 
Iuda.2 Amen. 











The Minor Seminary 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to a Pilgrimage 
of Minor Seminarians From France 


C’est une grande 


E ARE very pleased, be- 

loved sons, to receive you in 

audience this morning at the 
conclusion of your pilgrimage to 
Rome. In fact, We had been aware 
for months of the efforts and gen- 
erosity with which you were pre- 
paring for the tenth anniversary 
of the movement that unites you. 
We know the sacrifices you made, 
the prayers you said, the research 
you undertook into the treasures 
of dogma, liturgy, and history in 
order that this beautiful journey 
might be, not just a holiday, but 
an enriching study, a supernatural 
grace, a decisive milestone in your 
life and in the life of the “Young 
Seminarian Movement.” 

In greeting the many teachers 
who have accompanied you here 
and who represent with you the 
hundred or so minor seminaries 
of France, how could We not evoke 
the sublime ideal which unites you 
and which has led you, through an 
impulse of the heart as well as 
the eye of faith, to the Successor 
of St. Peter? 


September 4, 1957 


The source of the priesthood 


Students and teachers, do you 
not think exclusively of the priest- 
hood, to which some of you aspire 
and which others of you already 
serve? 

Well then, you knew that by com- 
ing to Rome you were accomplish- 
ing a real pilgrimage to the source 
of the priesthood. Did not St. Cyp- 
rian, Bishop of Carthage, speak to 
Pope St. Cornelius, as early as the 
third century, of that “chair of 
Peter and that principal Church, 
from which the unity of the priest- 
hood draws its origin’’? 1 

You will have read the formula 
which contains one of the most 
precious assertions for the history 
of the pontifical primacy; it is in- 
scribed in great letters over St. 
Peter’s tomb: “Hine sacerdotii uni- 
tas exoritur.” 2 

From here, from this humble 
tomb of a witness of Christ, rivers 
of grace flow throughout the world. 
From here, from this chair of 
Peter, his Successors perform, with 
the infallible assistance of the Holy 
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Spirit, their role as teacher and 
guide. They maintain the custody 
of Tradition, comment on the 
Scriptures, govern and sanctify the 
entire Catholic Church through the 
exercise of their powers of order 
and jurisdiction. 

The ancient capital of the Roman 
empire, whose wondrous ruins you 
have visited, has been the chosen 
land in which the mustard seed of 
the Gospel has taken root. Peter 
himself was, in the likeness of his 
Lord, the foundation of the Church, 
for he bore a unique authority. 
This rough fisherman from Galilee 
is the only man to whom God en- 
trusted the keys of the Kingdom, 
the only man to whom permanent 
victory over evil was guaranteed, 
the only man who was given the 
task of leading all of humanity 
toward total truth and eternal life, 
in the name and stead of Jesus 
Christ Himself. 


The Catholic priesthood 


You hope to participate in the 
priesthood of Christ in order to 
render the greatest imaginable 
honor to God and service to your 
fellow men. 

What men need most today, as 
always, is knowledge and love of 
God as He has historically revealed 
Himself to be. But, as you know, 
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to give God to men and men to God 
is such a high task that it cannot 
be approached without special 
grace. 

Our Lord has _ nevertheless 
wished not only to grant this honor 
to a few of His contemporaries, but 
also to all those who, answering His 
desire to save all men and bring 
them to a knowledge of the truth,? 
were to be accepted by the Church 
for this mission. 


Formation of the priest 


The Catholic priesthood is truly 
one of the purest glories of the 
Church and one of the most strik- 
ing marks of her holiness. She has 
therefore always given it her most 
careful attention throughout the 
centuries. 

Despite the weaknesses of hu- 
man nature, she has maintained at 
a very high level her ideal of life, 
sparing no effort to make her 
priests men of God and men of the 
Church, truly capable of taking 
charge of a part of the flock of 
Christ and of giving an account of 
it to God on the day of judgment. 
She has arranged their intellectual, 
moral and pastoral formation in an 
always precise and demanding 
manner. 

After ordering the erection of 
major seminaries in dioceses, she 
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then created special schools for 
candidates to the ecclesiastical life. 
Far from having to repent such 
an institution, she sees happy re- 
sults achieved by minor seminaries 
in studies and in the formation of 
character. 


.Classical studies 


You must rejoice first of all at 
pursuing classical studies, for they 
remain unequalled for the exercise 
and development of the most valu- 
able qualities of the mind: penetra- 
tion of judgment, broadminded- 
ness, skill at analysis, and the abil- 
ity to express oneself. 

Nothing can help us understand 
man today more than a profound 
study of history. Nothing can teach 
one how to weigh the value of 
words, to grasp the nuances of an 
expression, the logic of an essay, 
and the strength of an argument 
so well as exercise in translations 
and in themes in classical lan- 
guages. 

Every clergyman owes it to him- 
self to be able to read the most 
important and venerable documents 
of Scripture and Tradition in their 
original languages. , 

During your brief sojourn in 
Rome you have seen a great many 
Greek and Latin inscriptions that 
remain in ancient cemeteries and 
museums, on pagan and Christian 
monuments. You know that an- 
cient Christian literature consti- 
tutes an immense treasure of 
knowledge and of piety, which is 
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examined with great admiration by 
a multitude of scholars throughout 
the world. 

It will not be possible for all of 
you to engage in special and more 
advanced studies. But what joy for 
a Christian to be able to come into 
immediate contact with these texts 
and to hear ring out today the pow- 
erful voices of the Fathers of the 
Church, of St. John Chrysostom 
or of St. Augustine! 


Guidance and protection 


Sound learning is not, however, 
the only benefit to be drawn from 
minor seminaries, nor is this the 
main reason for their existence. 

Sound Christian pedagogy con- 
firmed by long centuries of expe- 
rience teaches that true personal- 
ity, strong virtue and profound 
convictions are not formed in a 
haphazard manner. Life is too 
short, the years of adolescence and 
of youth are too important and too 
delicate not to be in pressing need 
of guidance and protection. 

The young man who aspires to 
become a priest, should mature in 
an environment favorable to a clear 
choice. The education of his still 
fragile will requires prudence and 
respect. He will therefore find in 
the minor seminaries experienced 
and attentive counselors and teach- 
ers who will guide his steps, stim- 
ulate his intelligence, develop his 
generosity and his feeling of re- 
sponsibility for the proper func- 
tioning of the seminary. 


*“Ad Petri cathedram atque ad ecclesiam principalem unde unitas sacerdotalis 
— op a Cyprian, Ep. LIX c. 14; ed. Hartel, Corp. Script. Eccl. Lat., vol. III, 
p. 4, page . 

*“From this place arises the unity of the priesthood.”—Ed. 

* Cf. 1 Tim. 2, 4. 
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Each one of you knows by expe- 
rience the vicissitudes of the inte- 
rior life. It is an irregular flame, 
sometimes burning brightly and 
sometimes dormant; it is influenced 
by outside winds, by the troubles 
and tempests of the soul, by inexpe- 
rience or by the simple apprehen- 
sions and awkwardness of the indi- 
vidual. To expose it to further 
temptations, therefore, would be 
quite useless, often imprudent and 
at times even reckless. 


The need for minor seminaries 


If minor seminaries are so useful 
and beneficial, it is because their 
institution is based on a precise 
knowledge of the needs of the 
Christian adolescent and youth. 
Families can therefore rely on the 
wisdom of the Church to judge 
one’s aptitude for the priesthood 
and the means best suited to pre- 
pare for it. 

Teachers who dedicate them- 
selves untiringly to the task of 
creating real centers of sound cul- 
ture and of profound spiritual life 
in minor seminaries, deserve the 
praise and the encouragement of 
their bishops. And it gives the 
Supreme Pastor great consolation 
to think of the zeal of these trust- 
worthy men upon whom depends so 
greatly the future quality of the 
clergy. 


Young Seminarian Movement 


The Young Seminarian Move- 
ment, which helps those who aspire 
to the priesthood to serve God bet- 
ter right now, has helped increase 


* John 15, 1-5. 
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their pride and their zeal, has 
made them penetrate even more 
deeply into the Catholic life of the 
Church, and has sharpened their 
awareness of the needs of souls, of 
the requirements of their vocation, 
of the part they must take in the 
pastoral cares that belong to their 
bishops. 

May it please the Lord of the 
harvest to send choice recruits to 
minor seminaries. He will certain- 
ly not remain deaf to the prayers 
of the young who pray to Him for 
this intention. 

In taking leave of you We thank 
you, beloved sons, for the beautiful 
example of faith and generosity 
you have given in the preparation 
and fufillment of this pilgrimage. 

Carry back with you from Rome 
a renewed ardor and also some of 
its centuries-old patience, in order 
to understand better and to accept 
the discipline of the interior life 
and its demands. 

Long years are necessary to form 
a priest, but even they would not 
be sufficient if a constant and hum- ~ 
ble effort did not pursue daily the 
task begun and urge it untiringly 
on to greater perfection. 

Christ is the vine, you are the 
branches: it is in Him, and Him 
alone, that you will bear fruit.* 

We therefore entrust you to the 
Lord, and call upon you, upon all 
the Young Seminarians of France, 
upon their families and all those 
who contribute to their formation, 
the most generous and most pa- 
ternal Apostolic Blessing. 














The Christian Philosopher 


An Address of Pope Pius XIl to the 
Twelfth International Congress of Philosophy 


A Vissue 


T THE CLOSE of the 12th 
International Congress of 
Philosophy, you have decided 

to come to Rome, gentlemen, to 
show Us your respect and affection. 
We thank you sincerely and We 
voice Our joy in welcoming you. 
The events of your Congress have 
given you an opportunity to ex- 
change interesting and _ useful 
views on some present-day prob- 
lems in metaphysics, ethics, and 
methodology. Present-day prob- 
lems, We say, but also perennial 
problems, in spite of the different 
ideas that are entertained about 
them. When confronted with these 
problems, intelligent men of yester- 
day, today, and tomorrow are tak- 
ing or will take basically the same 
attitudes even though the terms 
into which they translate these at- 
titudes hardly seem the same. For 
what is really involved is always 
the human mind’s discovery of it- 
self and its relations with the 
world and with God. 


The rule of truth 
Such indeed is the role of philos- 
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ophy, whether it is considered from 
an objective point of view, as a sci- 
ence proceeding in accordance with 
a precise and exacting method, or 
from a subjective point of view, as 
a personal investigation avidly ful- 
filling the intellectual and moral 
aspirations of the human being. 
For your studies, the center of in- 
terest constantly shifts from one 
of these poles to the other, from 
the most secret depths of the think- 
ing subject to the object that he 
tries to encompass in a system as 
complete as possible. But whatever 
may be its preference, your think- 
ing is subordinate to the rule of 
truth, to which it must adhere un- 
der penalty of losing coherence and 
value. 

“Nomen sapientis,” wrote St. 
Thomas, “illi soli reservatur, cuius 
consideratio circa finem universi 
versatur,” 1 (Contra Gentes, Bk. I, 
c. 1) ; by this, he explains, he means 
truth. Philosophy is the love of 
wisdom (Cf. St. Augustine, De Or- 
dine, Bk. 1, c. 11, n. 32:PL, 32, 
993), and therefore it is knowledge 
of the truth—above all, of the first 
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truth, source of all the others, be- 
cause it belongs to the first princi- 
ple of the being of all beings. 

This creative causality, present 
in all the activities of the created 
spirit, gives rise to its freedom; it 
involves the spirit in a universe 
which is not ready-made but which 
constantly calls for effort, for gen- 
erous cooperation, in order to per- 
fect not only material structures 
but above all the foundation of a 
human community in charity. 

You have chosen three topics 
for your Congress: man and na- 
ture ; freedom and value; logic, lan- 
guage, and communication. To each 
of these themes you have brought 
speculative or historic contribu- 
tions which shed light on their 
significance for the present day. 
We do not intend to prolong your 
discussions by any remarks of a 
technical nature, but wish only to 
communicate to you the reflections 
that Our responsibility as Shep- 
herd of souls inspires in Us, and 
the deep anguish that the confusion 
of so many contemporaries arouses 
in Us. 

By the authority of your works, 
by the brilliance of your teaching 
and of your writings, you can exert, 
and in fact you do exert, a strong 
influence on ideas and on intellec- 
tual, literary, artistic, social, and 
even political trends. What strange 
companions are philosophy and 
this age of technology! In former 


days, thinkers resigned themselves 
to being understood in their era 
only after long waiting. Today, the 
novel, the theater, the cinema carry 
ideas and spread them among peo- 
ple who are not at all prepared to 
receive them. Sometimes the most 
malicious use is made of these me- 
dia. The problems of human exist- 
ence—drawn into the glare of pub- 
licity, as it were—stir not only a 
narrow circle of the initiated, but 
great multitudes who are shaken by 
their impact, like waves on an 
ocean that is agitated in its depths. 
Can the destiny of mankind sustain 
the consequences? 


Quest for truth 


Since the primary task of the 
philosopher is to seek the truth and 
to express it, We see that you have 
a duty to give yourselves sincerely 
to this work. Truth for the human 
mind is not just an equivalence be- 
tween two data of thought, but an 
“adequatio rei et intellectus,” 2 ac- 
cording to the classical definition 
(St. Thomas, De Veritate, Quaest. 
disput. 1q., 2. 1, in c.). In fact, 
the spirit, when it opens itself to 
the universe that surrounds it, 
tends to encompass all reality in its 
grasp. Everything concerns it, in- 
terests it, challenges it. This natu- 
ral inclination to universality is 
present in simple form, in the early 
cosmological systems of the pre- 
Socratic philosophers, who cut 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 22-23, 1958. French text. Translation 
prepared for TPS by Sister Mary Pauline Fitts, G.N.S.H. 

This is an address delivered by the late Pope Pius XII in an audience granted 
delegates to the XII International Congress of Philosophy. 











THE CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHER 


radically into the problem of the 
structure of the world. The skepti- 
cism of the sophists, by putting 
them to the test, paved the way for 
the great systems of Plato and 
Aristotle, who from a truly univer- 
sal and scientific perspective, tried 
to reconcile, each according to his 
own temperament, the antinomy of 
the one and the many. 

It was Christianity, however, 
which prepared the way to a com- 
prehensive solution, through the 
Revelation of one God the Father, 
who created man through His Son 
(cf. John 1, 3) and called him, in 
Him, to participate in His exist- 
ence. Historians of mediaeval phi- 
losophy have made clear this extra- 
ordinarily significant fact: the su- 
pernatural truth of the Christian 
faith has made human reason fully 
aware of its autonomy, of the 
absolute certitude of its first princi- 
ples, of the basic freedom of its 
decisions and its acts. But first 
this truth had given man an aware- 
ness of a transcendent vocation; it 
invited him to recognize the con- 
crete reality of his destiny and the 
call to participate in the life of the 
Trinity—first in the light of faith, 
afterward in face to face contem- 
plation. Scholastic philosophy re- 
mains the servant of theology but 
has none the less received from it, 
in that very service, an unexcelled 
fullness and dignity. 


From the Renaissance to today 


The religious crisis of the Ren- 
aissance and the decline of Scholas- 
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ticism led to the rejection of this 
tradition by thinkers attracted by 
the new ideal of empirical science. 
Then the fulcrum of reason was 
shifted from the living God, known 
and loved in Christian faith, to an 
abstract god, proved by reason but 
already made a stranger to His 
work. Some refused Him an en- 
tirely distinct personality or saw 
in Him no more than a Supreme 
Organizer, before ignoring Him 
completely or even fighting against 
Him as a detrimental myth. 

At the present time, the inevit- 
able results of these errors are 
evident in a large part of the world. 
Mankind is gathering the bitter 
fruit of a rationalism that it culti- 
vated for several centuries and 
that continues to poison it. But the 
living God, the one true God, He 
Who has made man to His image 
and likeness, has not stopped gov- 
erning today’s world; He has not 
ceased to invite the philosopher to 
recognize Him and to return to 
Him. Commenting on.the definition 
of philosophy as the love of wis- 
dom, St. Augustine says: “si sapi- 
entia Deus est... verus philosophus 
est amator Dei’ * (De Civitate Dei, 
Bk. 8, c. 1: PL, 41, 224-225). 

Reflection, which reveals the 
mind to itself and makes it present 
to the world, perfects itself in the 
unfolding of freedom, which seeks 
to bridge distances and overcome 
obstacles, and which tends toward 
unity. When man enters upon the 
study of philosophy, he cannot, un- 
der pain of insincerity, stop mid- 


1 “The name of ‘wise’ is reserved for him alone who is concerned with the last end of 
the universe.” —Ed. 

*“Conformity of reality with the intellect.”—Ed. 

* “Tf God be wisdom . . . then a true philosopher is a lover of God.” —Ed. 
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way and refuse to draw conclu- 
sions. Intellectual recognition of 
God, present in His creative acts, 
develops into a love that is quick 
to accept divine prompting, into a 
readiness to hear His word and to 
seek signs of His authority. 

The love of the living God, of the 
God of Jesus Christ, does not iso- 
late man or lure him away from 
his temporal tasks. Far from it! 
On the contrary it absorbs him 
much more into these tasks and 
grounds his freedom more solidly 
than can the calculated standards 
of mere human values. No one asks 
him to give up the methods proper 
to his research, to stay away from 
them, to sacrifice his reasonable 
claims, but rather to take account 
of the whole of reality, of human 
destiny, as it is concretely manifest 
in all its dimensions, individual 
and social, temporal and eternal, 
hardened by suffering, enslaved by 
sin and by death. 

The anguish of mankind, torn 
by war, persecution, and disillu- 
sionment, the outcry of millions of 
human beings oppressed or simply 
abandoned to their wretched fate 
—is there not here an aspect of 
reality, the inexorable language of 
facts, that the philosopher must 
heed and understand and answer? 
Can he still stubbornly reject the 
message of salvation and love that 
comes to him from the Lord? The 
mind that turns away from the 
light, that closes itself to all super- 
natural revelation and _ believes 
that it can interpret existence in 
purely human terms, delivers itself 
without guard to the evil that preys 
upon it, condemning to destruction 
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the very values that it wanted to 
protect. 
Christian faith 

Undoubtedly the acceptance of 
the Christian faith does not solve 
all problems of a speculative na- 
ture, but it obliges the philosopher 
to leave his isolation; it places him 
in a wide universe; it gives him 
trustworthy landmarks, in the or- 
der of knowledge and in that of 
action. Instead of impeding his 
research, it arouses and stimulates 
it; it reveals to him the true great- 
ness of man, which he acquires 
from the Incarnation of the Son of 
God, Who saves him and shares 
with him the glory of the Re- 
demption. 

The Church expects from your 
work, gentlemen, that it will help 
to make men better, shattering the 
worthless rock of rationalism and 
of hidden pride that still makes 
powerless large sections of con- 
temporary philosophic thought and 
obstructs the knowledge of the 
truth. The words of St. John are 
still appropriate: “It was the true 
light that enlightens every man 
who comes into the world. He was 
in the world, and the world was 
made through him, and the world 
knew him not.” (John 1, 9-10). The 
most ingenious attempts to estab- 
lish a human fraternal society will 
be futile as long as man does not 
submit with filial docility to the 
providence of the Father Who 
created him and adopted him in 
His Son. 

If he accepts the gift of God, 
the Holy Spirit, as the guide of his 
thought, the philosopher will ac- 
knowledge, with the Angelic Doc- 
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tor: “Inter omnia studia hominum, 
sapientiae studium est perfectius, 
sublimius, et utilius et iucundius” + 
(Contra Gentes, Bk. 1, c. 2). Like 
St. Thomas, and upheld by the 
divine strength which comes to sup- 
port his weakness, he will resolve 
to bear witness to the truth, be- 
cause he will have found in it a 
foretaste of real beatitude, a pledge 
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of divine friendship, of immortal- 
ity, and of unchangeable joy. 

We heartily wish, gentlemen, 
that you may merit this reward of 
your labors, and, praying the Lord 
to shower His favors upon you, We 
grant you Our Apostolic Benedic- 
tion, for yourselves, your families, 
your co-workers, and all those who 
are dear to you. 


*“Of all human pursuits, the pursuit of wisdom is the most perfect, the most sub- 
lime, the most useful, and the most agreeable.”—Ed. 
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A Finder's List for Papal Documents 
Appearing January 1—March 31, 1959 


731. On Anniversary of Earthquake. 
(Quando, or non e molto) December 28, 
1958. Letter of Pope John XXIII to 
Archbishop Ferro of Calabria: Discusses 
anniversary of earthquake; recalls work 
of Pius X then; comments on victims; 
points to good effects. (Est. length: 
750 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Janu- 
ary 15, 1959). 


732. To Archbishop Beran. (Tibi, Ven- 
erabilis Frater) December 28, 1958. Let- 
ter of Pope John XXIII to Archbishop 
Beran on his 70th birthday: Congratu- 
lates archbishop on fruitful life. (Est. 
length: 50 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (Janu- 
ary 10, 1959). 


733. New Patriarch of Venice. (Al suo 
ingresso) January 3, 1959. Letter from 
Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Giovanni 
Urbani, Patriarch of Venice: Salutes 
appointment as patriarch; describes own 
happiness there and continued interest; 
greets faithful. (Est. length: 1100 
words) 


Italian text: AAS (January 24, 1959) 
51:16-18; Osservatore Romano (Janu- 
ary 9, 1959). 


734. Greetings to France. (Avec joie) 
January 9, 1959. Radio message of Pope 
John XXIII to the people of France: Ex- 





presses thanks and New Year’s wishes; 
asks prayers. (Est. length: 300 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Jan- 
uary 11,1959). English tr.: TPS (Sum- 
mer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 327. 


735. To Flood Victims. (Profundamente 
impresionados) January 10, 1959. Tele- 
gram from Pope John XXIII to Spanish 
flood victims: Expresses condolences; 
promises prayers for victims. (Est. 
length: 50 words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (Jan- 
uary 12-13, 1959). 


736. The Holy Family. (In questa Do- 
menica) January 11, 1959. Radio broad- 
cast of message by Pope John XXIII on 
the feast of the Holy Family: Invokes 
protection of Holy Family; describes 
effects of good family life; prays for the 
suffering. (Est. length: 450 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Janu- 
ary 12-18, 1959). English tr.: TPS 
(Summer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 314. 


737. Prayers for China. (Conserviamo 
ancora vivo) January 12, 1959. Letter 
from Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Mi- 
cara asking for special prayers for Cath- 
olics in China: Recalls own past concern 
for persecuted Christians; states fear of 
schism in China; asks prayer for China; 
discusses meaning of such prayer. (Est. 
length: 750 words) 
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Italian text: AAS (January 24, 1959) 
51:18-20; Osservatore Romano (January 
18, 1959). English tr.: TPS (Summer 
1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 321. 


738. On the Epistle to the Romans. 
(Existimationi Nostrae) January 14, 
1959. Letter to Cardinal Giuseppe Piz- 
zardo on the 19th centenary of the 
Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans: 
Grants official approval to celebration of 
anniversary of Epistle to Romans; 
praises theological contribution of the 
epistle; urges continued study of the 
epistle. (Est. length: 700 words) 


Latin text: AAS (February 27, 1959) 
51:82-88; Osservatore Romano (Janu- 
ary 25, 1959). English tr.: TPS (Sum- 
mer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 320. 


739. On the Closing of Lourdes Cen- 
tennial. (L’Anno Centenario) January 
17, 1959. Letter of Pope John XXIII to 
Cardinal Micara concerning the closing 
of the Lourdes centennial: Gives reasons 
for Roman celebration of close of jubilee; 
assigns date for celebration. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Janu- 
ary 26-27, 1959). 


740. The Gregorian University. (Verba 
studiosae observantiae) January 18, 1959. 
Allocution of Pope John XXIII on a visit 
to the Gregorian Pontifical University: 
Explains terms “Pontifical,” “Univer- 
sity,” and “Gregorian”; describes contri- 
bution of the university to sacred learn- 
ing; states aims of students; cites Greg- 
orian University as example. (st. 
length: 2500 words) 


Latin text: AAS (February 27, 1959) 
51:74-79; Osservatore Romano (Janu- 
ary 19-20, 1959). English abstract: TPS 
(Summer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 289. 


741. In Praise of the Retreat Movement. 
(Siamo ben lieti) January 21, 1959. 
Letter of Pope John XXIII to Father 
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Guglielmo Como, S. J.: Prays for re- 
treat movement; congratulates directors. 
(Est. length: 200 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Feb- 
ruary 6, 1959). English tr.: TPS (Au- 
tumn 1959) v. 5, no. 4, p. 406. 


742. Prayer for the Church of Silence. 
(O Gesi) January 28, 1959. Prayer for 
the Church of Silence composed by Pope 
John XXIII: Asks God’s mercy on perse- 
cuted, especially in China; laments efforts 
to divide Christians; asks God’s forgive- 
ness, Church unity, peace. (Est. length: 
250 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Janu- 
ary 25, 1959). English tr.: TPS (Au- 
tumn 1959) v. 5, no, 4, p. 414, 


743. Unity, Liberty, and Peace. (Il con- 
venire odierno) January 25, 1959. Homily 
of Pope John XXIII on the Feast of the 
Conversion of St. Paul: Recalls own visit 
to Tarsus; comments on Paul and Rome; 
discusses Church unity and true liberty; 
laments suppression of liberty; quotes 
Paul on unity. (Est. length: 2100 words) 


Italian text: AAS (February 27, 1959) 
51:70-74; Osservatore Romano (Janu- 
ary 26-27, 1959). English tr.: TPS 
(Summer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 810. 


744. Announcement of Ecumenical Coun- 
cil and Roman Synod. (Questa festiva 
ricorrenza) January 25, 1959. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to the College of 
Cardinals in which he announces the 
forthcoming Ecumenical Council: Com- 
ments on early months of pontificate; 
describes spiritual needs of Rome; dis- 
cusses worldwide struggle between good 
and evil; announces Roman synod and 
ecumenical council; asks for help; prays 
for success of synod and council. (Est. 
length: 1800 words) 


Italian text: AAS (February 27, 1959) 
51:65-69. English tr.: TPS (Autumn 
1959) v. 5, no. 4, p. 398. 
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745. Celebration in Vietnam. (Animo 
Nostro) January 25, 1959. Letter sent 
by Pope John XXIII to the Marian Con- 
gress in Vietnam: Commends plan for 
Marian Congress; explains meaning of 
congress; discusses growth of Christian- 
ity and Church unity in Vietnam; names 
papal legate. (Est. length: 1200 words) 


Latin text: AAS (February 27, 1959) 
51:84-86; Osservatore Romano (January 
31, 1959). English tr.: TPS (Summer 
1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 328. 


746. On Eucharistic Congress. (Certiores 
quidem) January 29, 1959. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Spellman, 
Pontifical Legate at the Guatemala Eu- 
charistic Congress: Appoints Cardinal 
papal legate to Central American Eu- 
charistic Congress; mentions topics of 
congress. (Est. length: 225 words) 


Latin text: AAS (February 27, 1959) 
51:87-88; Osservatore Romano (Febru- 
ary 18, 1959). 


747. Labor-management Relations. (Si- 
amo grati a Lei) January 30, 1959. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to the Chris- 
tian Association of Industrialists and 
Managers: Comments on labor-manage- 
ment conflicts; refers to Quadragesimo 
anno; blesses promoters of Catholic so- 
cial doctrine. (Est. length: 900 words) 


Italian text: AAS (February 27, 1959) 
51:80-81; Osservatore Romano (January 
31, 1959). English excerpt: TPS (Sum- 
mer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 274. 


748. On Marian Congress. (Exeunte iubi- 
lari anno) January 31, 1959. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Agagian- 
ian, Pontifical Legate to the Marian Con- 
gress of Vietnam: Comments on value of 
Marian devotion. Appoints Cardinal pa- 
pal legate to Vietnamese Marian Con- 
gress. (Est. length: 450 words) 


Latin text: AAS (February 27, 1959) 
51:88-89; Osservatore Romano (Febru- 
ary 19, 1959). 








THE PoPE SPEAKS 


749. A Roman Synod. (A voi, predi- 
letti Figli) February 2, 1959. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to the people of Rome: 
Announces synod; explains nature and 
causes of synod; invites prayers. (Est. 
length: 1250 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Feb- 
ruary 21, 1959). English tr.: TPS (Sum- 
mer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 301. 


750. On the Last Words of Pope Pius XI. 
(La familiarita di pensiero) February 6, 
1959. Letter of Pope John XXIII to the 
bishops of Italy on the 30th anniversary 
of the Lateran Pact: Gives background 
of last message of Pius XI; comments on 
its nature; quotes Pius XI on seminaries, 
misinterpretation of papal statements, 
the Faith in Italy, religious unity, peace; 
explains purpose of this letter. (Est. 
length: 3150 words) 


Italian text: AAS (March 11, 1959) 51: 
129-135; Osservatore Romano. (Febru- 
ary 9-10, 1959). English tr.: TPS (Au- 
tumn 1959) v. 5, no. 4, p. 407. 


751. The Priest: Preacher of the Word. 
(Il Signore moltiplica) February 10, 1959. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to the Len- 
ten preachers of Rome: Evaluates elo- 
quence and personal holiness in preacher; 
describes good subject matter; explains 
need for simplicity and charity; gives 
three reminders for all preachers. (Est. 
length: 2000 words) 


Italian text: AAS (April 11, 1959) 51: 
190-195; Osservatore Romano (February 
12, 1959). English tr.: TPS (Summer 
1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 275. 


752. On Family Life. (Conscientes del 
papel) February 10, 1959. Message of 
Pope John XXIII to the First National 
Family Congress of Spain: Comments on 
sacredness of familial love; makes rec- 
ommendations for better family life; 
praises Spanish families. (Est. length: 
650 words) 


Spanish text: AAS (April 11, 1959) 51: 
205-206; Osservatore Romano (February 
28 1959). 
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753. Help for Needy Children. (To Our 
beloved children) February 11, 1959. 
Message of Pope John XXIII to Catholic 
school children in the United States: 
Reminds of good fortune; lists religious 
duties; describes lot of less fortunate; 
asks prayers, contributions; states con- 
fidence in their generosity. (Est. length: 
1300 words) 


English text: AAS (March 11, 1959) 
51:149-151; Osservatore Romano (Feb- 
ruary 22, 1959); TPS (Autumn 1959) v. 
5, no. 4, p. 423. 


754. Ash Wednesday. (L’ Angelus Dom- 
init di oggi) February 11, 1959. Addréss 
of Pope John XXIII on the Lourdes cen- 
tennial: Relates Lourdes to Lent; recalls 
Lateran Treaty; quotes Pius XI on peace, 
(Est. length: 550 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Feb- 
ruary 12, 1959). English tr.: TPS (Sum- 
mer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 323. 


755. On the Lateran Treaty. (Senti- 
menti di filiale omaggio) February 13, 
1959. Telegram to President Gronchi on 
the anniversary of the Lateran Treaty: 
States benefits from Lateran Treaty. 
(Est. length: 225 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Feb- 
ruary 13, 1959). 


756. The Message of Lourdes. (Or fa 
un anno) February 15, 1959. Exhortation 
of Pope John XXIII at the Liberian 
Basilica on the closing of the Lourdes 
centennial: Discusses events of Lourdes 
centennial; comments: on devotion to 
Mary; explains message of Lourdes and 
role of Mary; asserts need for discipline, 
penance; prays for peace. (Est. length: 
2100 words) 


Italian text: AAS (March 11, 1959) 51: 
135-139; Osservatore Romano (February 
16-17, 1959). 


757. Sick Children. (In occasione della) 
February 15, 1959. Radio message of 
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Pope John XXIII to sick children: Ex- 
presses special affection for sick children; 
asks them to offer up suffering. (Est. 
length: 250 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Feb- 
ruary 16-17, 1959). English tr.: TPS 
(Autumn 1959) v. 5, no. 4, p. 413. 


758. On the Eucharist. (Con gran emo- 
cién) February 15, 1959. Message of Pope 
John XXIII to the first Central Ameri- 
can Eucharistic Congress: Relates Eu- 
charist to charity, family life, religious 
and civic unity; suggests intentions for 
prayers. (Est. length: 900 words) 


Spanish text: AAS (April 11, 1959) 51: 
206-208; Osservatore Romano (February 
27, 1959). 





759. To the Jap People. (Os nos- 
tram patet) February 16, 1959. Message 
of Pope John XXIII inaugurating Vati- 
can Radio service to Japan: Expresses 
joy; mentions faith of Japanese; prays 
for Japan. (Est. length: 200 words) 


Latin text: AAS (April 11, 1959) 51: 
204-205; Osservatore Romano (February 
18, 1959). 


760. Lourdes and Modern Man. (La voix 
du Pape) February 18, 1959. Allocution 
of Pope John XXIII at the church of St. 
Louis of France in Rome: Discusses 
Lourdes centennial; praises French 
Catholics in Rome; comments on appari- 
tions at Lourdes and virtues of Berna- 
dette; contrasts Lourdes and modern 
pride; praises earlier Pope John; asks 
prayers. (Est. length: 1800 words) 


French text: AAS (March 11, 1959) 51: 
140-148; Osservatore Romano (February 
20, 1959). 


761. A Council for Roman. Synod. (Ut 
huius) February 18, 1959. Letter of Pope 
John XXIII appointing the Council for 
the Diocesan Synod of Rome: Names 
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members of council for Roman synod. 
(Est. length: 450 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (Feb- 
ruary 21, 1959). 


762. The Close of the Lourdes Jubilee. 
(Trés chers fils) February 18, 1959. 
Radio message of Pope John XXIII on 
the closing of the Lourdes centenary: 
Reviews past year at Lourdes; recalls 
own role there; describes interest of pre- 
vious Popes in Lourdes; cites Berna- 
dette’s humility; repeats Lourdes call for 
penance, prayer, charity. (Est. length: 
2150 words) 


French text: AAS (March 11, 1959) 51: 
144-148; Osservatore Romano (February 
19, 1959). English abstract: TPS (Sum- 
mer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 290, 


763. Prayer to the Eucharistic King. (O 
Gest) February 21, 1959. Prayer in hon- 
or of the Eucharistic King composed by 
Pope John XXIII: Points to redemptive 
nature of Eucharist; calls for reign of 
Christ on earth; prays for graces of Eu- 
charist. (Est. length: 250 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Feb- 
ruary 27, 1959). 


764. The Motu Proprio: Boni Pastoris. 
(Boni Pastoris) February 22, 1959. Motu 
proprio of Pope John XXIII on the Pon- 
tifical Commission for Movies, Radio and 
Television. States goals for cinema, radio, 
television; comments on moral dangers; 
defines duties of Pontifical Commission 
for these media; announces structure of 
commission. (Est. length: 1600 words) 


Latin text: AAS (April 11, 1959) 51: 
183-187; Osservatore Romano (March 
12, 1959). English tr.: TPS (Summer 
1959) v. 5, no. 3, p, 324. 


765. On St. Antonino. (Florentinoruwm 
civitas) February 24, 1959. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Dalla Costa 





on the fifth centenary of St. Antonino, 
Archbishop of Florence: Comments on 
holiness of St. Antonino; describes his 
qualities as bishop; cites praise of his 
writings; describes his devotion to Mary; 
urges imitation. (Est. length: 900 words) 


Latin text: AAS (April 11, 1959) 51: 
187-189; Osservatore Romano (March 19, 
1959). 


766. Greetings to Msgr. Shvoy. (Octoge- 
simum natalem) February 25, 1959. Let- 
ter of Pope John XXIII to Msgr. Lajos 
Shvoy, Bishop of Szekesfehervar, Hun- 
gary, on his 80th birthday: Extends 
birthday greetings; praises life; invokes 
blessings. (Est. length: 200 words) 


Latin text: AAS (April 11, 1959) 51: 


190; Osservatore Romano (March 22, 
1959). 


767. Woman, Guardian of the Home. 
(Con profonda gioia) March 1, 1959. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to the Ital- 
ian Women’s Center. Discusses religious 
influence of family; cites women as de- 
fenders of goodness; praises group; calls 
for charity, wisdom. (Est. length: 1150 
words) 


Italian text: AAS (April 11, 1959) 51: 
195-197; Osservatore Romano (March 
2-3, 1959). English abstract: TPS (Sum- 
mer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 290. 


768. Blood Donors. (Con profondo 
compiacimento) March 8, 1959. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to members of the 
Italian Blood Donors’ Association: 
Praises blood donors; discusses aposto- 
late of blood donors; calls for more don- 
ors; prays for association. (Est. length: 
800 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano 
(March 9-10, 1959). English excerpt: 
TPS (Summer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 334. 


769. The University of the Sacred Heart. 
(Um'occasione di particolare) March 8, 
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1959. Address of Pope John XXIII to the 
Catholic University of the Sacred Heart 
in Milan: Recalls own experiences with 
the university; commends support of uni- 
versity. (Est. length: 800 words) 

Romano 


Italian text: Osservatore 
(March 9-10, 1959). 


770. Traffic Safety. (L’odierno festoso) 
March 9, 1959. Address of Pope John 
XXIII on the occasion of the Blessing of 
Automobiles in Rome: Discusses Roman 
Ritual prayer for motor vehicles; com- 
ments on traffic safety. (Est. length: 350 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano 
(March 9-10, 1959). English excerpt: 
TPS (Summer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 267. 


771. The Priestly Life. (Jl Nostro 
cuore) March 12, 1959. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to the Apostolic Union of 
the Clergy: Discusses priest as man of 
God; describes role of Bible and Eucha- 
rist in priestly life; urges love of souls 
and personal sanctification; cites St. 
John Vianney. (Est. length: 2000 words) 


Italian text: AAS (April 11, 1959) 51: 
198-202; Osservatore Romano (March 
14, 1959). English tr.: TPS (Summer 
1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 305. 


772. Babylonian Patriarch of the Chal- 
deans. (Antequam de novorum Episco- 
porum) March 12, 1959. Allocution of 
Pope John XXIII to a Secret Consistory: 
Praises deceased Babylonian Patriarch 
of Chaldeans; confirms appointment of 
new patriarch. (Est. length: 600 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (March 
14, 1959). English excerpt: TPS (Sum- 
mer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 280. 


773. Values for Insurance Agents. (La 
vostra presenza) March 18, 1959. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to the Italian 
National Association of Insurance 
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Agents: Discusses spiritual goals of in- 
surance agents; points out values in 
their work. (Zst, length: 600 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano 
(March 15, 1959). English excerpt: TPS 
(Summer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 341. 


774. Prayer for Diocesan Synod. (O 
Signore) March 14, 1959. Prayer com- 
posed by Pope John XXIII for the Dio- 
cesan Synod of Rome: Prays for success 
of synod and obedience to its decisions. 
(Est. length: 150 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore 
(March 25, 1959). 


Romano 


775. Three Popes: Peter, Pius X, John 
XXIII. (Figli dilettissimi di Venezia) 
March 15, 1959. Address of Pope John 
XXIII to a pilgrimage from Venice: 
Comments generally on three popes con- 
nected with Venice; discusses Peter and 
Church unity; praises V. tian piety; 
enumerates qualities of Pius £; describes 


own feelings toward Venice. (Est. 
length: 1900 words) 
Italian text: Osservatore Romano 


(March 16-17, 1959). English tr.: TPS 
(Summer 1959) v. 5, no; 8, p. 315, 


776. On Health Work. (Una viva com- 
piacenza) March 18, 1959. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to an international 
health conference: Discusses spiritual 
nature of health work; urges charity and 
humility; mentions mental health. (Est. 
length: 700 words) 


Italian text: AAS (April 11, 1959) 51: 
202-204; Osservatore Romano (March 
19, 1959). 


777. The Meaning of Suffering. (Siate 
i benvenuti) March 19, 1959. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to a group of sick peo- 
ple at the Vatican Basilica: Expresses 
thanks for prayers; discusses attitudes 
toward suffering; urges contemplation of 
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Cross; describes apostolate of the suffer- 
ing. (Est. length: 1250 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano 
(March 20-21, 1959). English tr.: TPS 
(Summer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 331. 


778. On Policemen. (Vi diamo il Nos- 
tro) March 23, 1959. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to the Carabinieri: States 
virtues of police; relates work to reli- 
gion; expresses esteem; urges devotion to 
Mary. (Est. length: 1000 words) 
Ttalian text: Osservatore Romano 
(March 25, 1959). 


779. A Mystery of Death and Life. (In 
questa sera) March 28, 1959. Radio 
broadcast of Pope John XXIII’s Easter 
message: Relates Easter to living 
Church; explains Easter as time of death 
and resurrection; prays for various 
groups; greets Balkan friends. (Est. 
length: 2300 words) 


Italian text: AAS (April 25, 1959) 51: 
241-245; Osservatore Romano (March 
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29, 1959). English tr.: TPS (Summer 
1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 263. 


780. Easter Greetings to Rome. (Ai di- 
letti figli) March 28, 1959. Easter mes- 
sage of Pope John XXIII to the faithful 
of the Diocese of Rome: Expresses af- 
fection for Romans; gives blessing. (Est. 
length: 100 words) 


Italian text:  Osservatore Romano 


(March 31-April 1, 1959). 


781. The Easter Liturgy. (La Pasqua é 
il punto) March 29, 1959. Homily of Pope 
John XXIII at Solemn Easter Mass: 
Comments generally on celebration of 
Easter liturgy; relates rites to Gospel 
events; describes triumph of Palm Sun- 
day, sorrows of Passion; states confi- 
dence in victory of Church; prays for 
peace. (Est. length: 2400 words) 


Italian text: AAS (April 25, 1959) 51: 
245-252; Osservatore Romeno (March 
31-April 1, 1959). English tr.: TPS 
(Summer 1959) v. 5, no. 3, p. 269. 
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